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Same letter sent to
Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary of Labor

Honorable Clifford M. Hardin
, Secretary of Agriculture
[ Washington, D.C. 20250

Daar Mr. Secretary:

I have been informed ehat yous along with thu Secretary of Litor,
~ have been requested by the President to submit a joint report on

the advisability of placing farm workers under the provisions of
f the National Lebor Relations Act (ELRA). In D ~cember, 1908 El  e
j Cer,miss ion held a public hearing in Sen Antonio, 1 ...as thst dealt
f in part with the problems of farm workers and their unsuccessful

attempts to unionize. I would like to take this opportunity to
ccur.ant briefly ©n those aspects of the Coomission'a hearing chst

i are relevant to the issue of exclusion of farm workers fron. cov-
i erase of the N RA.

Perhaps no point was made more clearly at the hearing by the testi  ,«..1and staff report presented on problems of farm workers than that they,
as much as any single occupaticnal group, urgently need the protoccion

A
of tha collective bargaining provisions of the ELZA. The current
ixclusion of forsi workers from the provisions of the Act to a lar-2
extent explains not only their substandard working conditions but Flus
their involvement in prolonged and Sometimes violent strikes in S u U...
to botter their working conditions.

I cm submitting for your information a copy of a -report by tte Tek--
Advisory C.wmittee to the Commission on the unionizatien y.tte-.: ta -1
farm workers in Starr County, Texas and the resistance they mot. 'TE,
resulting disruption in Starr County might have been avoided if tho
workers had had a procedure for collective bargaining. I have 31,4
enclosed a copy of a Commission staff report on farm workers prepr.. 02
Zo: the Commission's hearing in San bntonio. Tbe staff report deals
with a number of issues pertaining to farm workers and booinnine on
2860 28 it deals specifically with t.he issue of labor orgnnizotion
and NLKA exclusion. In addition I am enclotting en uncorrectc,~.co,v
of those sections of tile transcript of the Corsrnissionti hearing in
San Antonio that dealt with the problems of farm workers and their
attespts to unioniza in Starr County.
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