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Dear HecTor°f

R recelved your Telegram concernlng +he anti- bus1ng amendmen+s +o The
o educaflon blll /

L””bAs you know The Gurney amendmenT, whlch was |den+|cal To The House blll
= falled by a voTe of 47 46 : S

' Durlng +he debaTe on S. 1539, +he Senafe ‘passed an-. amendmenT ‘which | lnTro-/

“duced, providing some $225 million over the next: four 'years.in lncen+|ve
~grants.to those States which -adopt sfaTewnde sfra+eg|es o lncrease
'f‘flnanC|al aid To poorer school d|s+r10+s : :

I belleve Thaf equal educaflonal oppor+un|+y hlnges on efforTs by The
States and the Federal Government to overcome the wide dlscrepancy that
~ exists in Texas and other States between the financial ability of ‘poor
- school ‘districts and those of their wealthier neighbors to.provide a
qual ity ‘education for all children. We cannot be content with systenms .
.. .of school flnance that penallze the child accordlng To where he happens
to I|ve ,

nr my view, we are be++er served by seeking to eradlcafe the conditions
- Tthat make poorer school districts unable to compete with nelghborlng
districts than by concentrating resources on transporting students
from one district to another. Too often the busing issue becomes a -
burdensome side issue, diverting us from our prlnCIpaI goal, whlch IS
lmprOV|ng educaflon for all of our chlldren

;I am_pleased that you conTacfed me]on Thls crnfiCal issues

‘Sinoere]y,




