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THIS IS A FINAL REPLY TO YOUR INQUIRY PERTAINING TO SPECIALIST FOUR

~ SAMUEL RODRIGUEZ, US 54 720 500, A MEHBER OF THIS COMMAND.
UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR INQUIRY AN INVESTIGATION WAS MADE TO DETERMINE
WHETHER TRE LEGAL RIGHTS OF SP4 RODRIGUEZ WERE BEING INFRINGED UPON,
AND WHETHER HE WAS BEING AFFORDED A PROPER DEFENSE- THE
ELLowING S e L T e g g e
INFORNATION UAS DEVELOPED AND IS FURNISHED FOR YOUR INEORMATION-;;g
ON '5 NOVEMBER - 1968 SPM RODRIGUEZ ASSUALTED ANOTHER SPECIALIST UITH
A KNIFE AND SERIOUSLY UOUNDED‘ANAUNARMED SERGEANT BY SHOOTING HIN

i b ©

—wxru ‘AN M-16 RIFLE. cuancss wzns _PREFERED AGAINSI SP4 RODRIGUEZ L;ﬁff"
(ON'7 NOVEMBER. 1968, AND AN Iuvssrchron or THE cuancss,nzuuxnsn ;4‘1
PRIOR IO, REFERPAL or cuaaczs To A GENERAL ceuar- MARTIAL, VAS con-’l

£ Tk

DUCTED BE‘NEEN 12 AND 19 NOVEMBER 1968,:;__;_‘DU'RING UHICH SP# RODRIGUES

WAS REPRESENTED BY COUNSELo R

. l'

‘N S DECEMBER 11968 THE CHARGES UERE FORWARDED TO THE GENERAL B

TELEX. SB:R.VI‘CE '

© COURT- MARTIAL Auruoaxrv. spu RODRIGUEZ DID NOT, EXPRESS stsarrs~

* FACTION WITH THE APPOINTED COUNSEL UNTIL 18 nsczmazn 1968, ON. 2
_ JANUARY 1969, AFTER SEVERAL. ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN CQUNSEL OF nona:cuxz -

* CHOICE HAD FAILED, HE VAS Pxovxnsn A NEV COUNSEL UITH wnon HE was }"
SATISFIED.- e S -_*,"'ﬂ'” o ”“f“” B RN
ON 28 JANUARY 1969 SPA RODRIGUEZ WAS TRIED . BY A. GENERAL counr—

 MARTIAL. THE CHARGES uznz ASSAULT wrru INTENT ro coumxr nunnzn AND'
~ ASSAULT WITH A nancznous wgapou. spa Ronnxsusz PLEADED NoT GUILTY
) "\ 'ICTED OF ‘A LESSER INCLUDED OFFENSE" or
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ou 7 NOVEMBER 1968 AND AN INVESTIGATIQN nr THE CHARGES,REQUIRED . -
”RIOR To REFERRAL or anpczs TO A GENERAL ceunr- 'MARTIALy VAS con-j: |
Mwmnucrsn BETVEEN 12, AND 19 NOVEMBER 1968,_DURING wnxcu spu RODRIGUES

. WAS REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL. BRI EP R I

ON 5 DECEMBER 1968 THE CHARGES WERE ronwannzn To, THE GENERAL B
. COURT- MARTIAL AUTHORITY. SP4 RODRIGUEZ DID NOT. EXPRESS DISSATIS
" FACTION WITH THE APPOINTED COUNSEL UNTIL 18 DECEMBER 1968, ON 2 e
JANUARY 1969, AFTER SEVERAL ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN COUNSEL oF Ronaxcu:z ?;ﬁff
CHOICE HAD FAILED, HE WAS PROVIDED A unu COUNSEL w:ru VHOM HE WAS i
 SATISFIED. | L i e |

ON 28 JANUARY 1969 SP4 RODRIGUEZ was TRIED BY A GENERAL counr‘i
MARTIALs THE CHARGES HERE ASSAULT HITH INTENT TO COMMIT nunDER'AND
ASSAULT WITH ‘A DANGEROUS. UEAPON. spu Ronnxsunz PLEADED NOT GUILTY
o BOTH CHARGES. HE WAS convxcrgn oF A LESSER INCLUDED orrzﬁs
" THE FIRST CHARGE, TO WIT, SIMPLE ASSAULT AND OF. ASSAULT WITH i
GEROUS VEAPON. ME WAS SENTENCED TO 'SERVE 12 Monrus IN canrxntuzn
AT HARD LABOR, TO FORFEIT ALL PAY AND ALLOVANCES, "AND TO BE nxs-
-'CHAHHED FROM THE ARMY- VITH A BAD CONDUCT DISCHARGEoéﬂ?,&H%ﬁ' ,
"IN AN INTERVIEW ON 25 JANUARY 1569, ‘SPY Ronnxcusz STATED THAT HE WAS ;

SATISFIED THAT HE WAS ‘GIVEN ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF HIS LEGAL. nxcurs,i:'

THAT HE HAD NEVER BEEN DENIED AN OPPORTUNITY 0 PLEAD NoT GUILTY e;j;;;i
' {IS COUNSEL; THAT HE 'UNDERSTOOD THAT HIS 'FIRST COUNSEL HAD nzconnzunnn~
THAT HE PLEAD GUILTY TO A LESSER CHARGE THA THAT WITK. uuxcn HE wAS ©

. BEING CHARGED IN ORDER TO. OBTAIN A PRE-TRIAL AGREEMENT ™ OR "nlro |
INSURE A" LIGHTER SENTANCE THAN COULD HAVE-BEEN GIVEN UNDER ruz INI-II{:
TIAL CHARGE; THAT HE REQUESTED ANOTHER CUNSEL ‘TO GET ANOTHER OPINION -

IN AN ATTEMPT TO KEEP FROM BEING CONVICTED; AND, THAT HE WAS Inrounzn;
THAT HE COULD REQUEST ANOTHER DEFENSE COUNSEL AT. ANY. TIME. .i;gg-;.t‘
YOUR INTEREST IN THIS SERVICEMAN 1s APPRECIATED AND I HGPE THIS .
INFORMATION VILL BE OF ASSISTANCE TO YOU. )

SIGNEDS FREDERIC Ee DAVISON, BRIGADIER GENERAL, USA, COMMANDING
BT#B243 e
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