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ADLAI E. STEVENSON
231 SO. LASALLE STREET

CHICAGO

June 27, 1956

Dear Hector:

Now that the Presidential Primaries are over,

I want to write you in your capacity as a delega
te to

our Party's National Convention. The role you'll play

in shaping our Party's course in this fateful yea
r is

most important. We must have a Democrat in the Whlte

House because the times are too perilous and the 
stakes

too high for the country to run the danger of further
Republican part-time management by people who 

do not

represent all of us.

I realize that you support the candidacy of

Senator Johnson. I respect your preference and only

· want to repeat what I have said before: that who leads

us is less important than what leads us -- what new
ideas, what faith, what convictions. I'm confident --

as I know you are -- that 1956 is going to be a D
emo-

cratic year. But let our victory be achieved through

a courageous and constructive campaign on the great
issues of our time. Our victory must benefit not our
Party alone but our country and people as well

.

I'm ready to do what I can for our entire ticket

either as a worker in the ranks or as the nominee if
our Party sees fit to so honor me.

Cordially yours,

21/*25
Dr. Hector Garcia
3024 Morgan
Corpus Christi, Texas
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2 TRANSLA rION:
THE SPEAKER 13 DU. hECTOR GAitCIA OF CURPUS CHHISTI, MEMBER OF TitE STATE

WIDE COMMITTEE OF TEXAS TO ASSURE TIE VICTORY OF STEVENSON AND SPARKMAN
IN THIS NATIONAL EbECTIONS. REPORT OF T 116 CONFEHEaCE AND INTERVIEW TUAT
I HAD WITH GOVERNOR ADLAI STEVENSON IN SAN ANTON10 SATURDAY, OCTOBBF{ 18,
1952.

DEAR VOTERS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS AND OTHER STATES OF OUR COUNTRY.
I HAVE JUST COME BACK PHOM HAVING GREETED AND CON GUATULATED OUR CANDIDATE
FOH TRE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. AND hATUWALLY, I AM
REFERRING TO 'fliE CANDIDATE OF TliE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, GOVERAOR ADLAI
STEVENSON OF ILLINOIS.

FIRST, BEFORE I GIVE YOU TliE liEPOHTS AND MESSAGE FRUM GOVEkiNOR
STEVENSON, PERSONALLY AND HUMBLY I WANT TU GIVE YOU MY SINCERE THINKS
TO ALL OF YOU FOri HA VIAG GIVEN ME THIS OPPORTUNITY WHIGH BituUGHT ME SO
MUCH PRESTIGE AND HONOR. I AM THANKING YOU BECAUSE WITHOUT YOUR MORALE
HELP AND PULITICAL AIDE I WOULD NOT HAVE liAD THIS OPPORTCNITY UF PI: SON-
BLLY GREETING OUR FUTUHS PRESIDENT. I APPRECIATE Yl;UR lit·t,P Aid) AGAIN
LET ME RaiREAT, I AM VERY GRANKFUL TO YUU.

DUHING THE RECEPTION EUH GOVERSUH STEVENSUN, THE,05 WERE MURE 100
GENTELMEN AND LAblES OF MEXICAN OHIGEN. A THINK LIKE ThIS RAD NEVER
HAPPENED BEFORE BECAUSE NEVER IN THE MIS,ORY OF OUR STATE DID ANY PARTY
GIVE OUR PEOPLE SUCH WIDE AND WELL DES*mVED PbLITICAL RECOGNITION AS
IS NOW BEING DONE BY THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY Al,D GOVAAU,011 STEVENSUN.

FIRST STOP OF GOVERNOR STEVENSON.WAS AT TME. SAUATE SUU.1116 UR THE
BEN MILAM SQUAILE AS IT IS OrHERWISE KNOWN, AND TMENE AMUNG A GROUI' MOilli
OR LESS EIGHT THOUSAND PEOPLE OF MEXICAN ORIGEN, 116 le  VE AXLECTUHE TO
HIS SPEECH IA SPANISM. OUR FUTUHE PR!1SIDENT WAS 116(*IVED WITIi MEXICAN
MUSIC AND ALSO WITH MEXICAN DANCES, AAD ALSU MEXILAN SONGS. FRUM THE
VERY MOMENT TILAT GOVERNOR SrEVENSON DESCENDED FROM Uls VE:11CLE, HIS
PATH WAS COVERED WITH MOSES, AND LITTLE GIRLS AAD 1,1 TTLE BOYS DRESSED
IN TYPICAL MEXICAN CUSTUMES AAD IN STANISM COSTUMES AwD OTHER NATIOAAL
COSTUMES DANCED IN FRONT OF HIM UNTIL GUVEHAUR STEVEASUN ARRIVED TO
THS MONUMENT BBILT TO BEN MILAM, INE OF TUG TEXAS nbituUS. ALL THIS BAITEN-
ED IN THE SAQATE SQUARE IN HRONT OF TUE HOSPITAL SANTA nOSA.

DURING HIS SPEECH IN SPANISH GUVSRWUR STEVEASDA PAID 111611 TRIBUTE
TO THE HEROES OF MEXICAN ORIGIN TliAT MAD GIVEN Tilbln LIFE FOH TUE STATE
AND FOR THEIR COUNTRY, AS WELL AS TUE TALS REVOLUTION, AS IN THE FIRST
AND SECOND WORLD WAH, AND ALSO ru INCLUDE THE KOHEAN WONFLICT. HE SAID
THAT UNDOUBTEDLY, THE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR COUNTRY IN TIME UF WAR BY
OUR. PILOPLE WAS VERY MUCH MO,tig TilAN THAT EXPECTED Filt-·M SUCH A SMALL NUMBER
OF PEOPLE AS OURS. HE ALSO SAID TiVT ALTROUGH WIS 46:16 StiALL IN NUMBER, WE
WERE BIG IN X1551 BRAVEHY. 116 ALSO RECOGNIZED THE FACT TUAT OUR SOLDTEns
RECEIVED A GREAT PERCENTAGE OF TUE CONGRESSIONAL MLIDAL OF 11(JNO:tS TUAT WERE
GIVEN. GOVERNOR STEVENSON WAS PRESENTED WITM A MaXICAN CHARRO liAT WHICH
HE PUT UN HIS HEAD AND WAS PHOTOGIVWHED. GUVERNOR STEVENSUN ALWAYS
SIALING CONGRATULATED IME TUOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF OUR PEOPLE TliERE
PRESENT. AFTER HAVING Sl' U KEN SPANISH AND CONUitATULATING US HE LEFT WITH
THE WORDS IN SPANISH "HASTA LA VISTA,MY FRIENDS".

YES, FRIENDS OF MINE TO A PRESIDENT THAT Si'EAKS OUR LANGUAGE AND IS
NOT AFRAID XII) OR IS NOT ASHAMED IN BEING WITU US AND ABAS US FOR HK[.P
FROM HIS UEART, FROM THE BOTTOM OF illS HKART , HE WILL REWSIVE 01»1 liEOP,
OUR MORALE SUI*ORT, AND OUR VOTE. MIS IS THE HEASUN WHY I AM CIATAIN
TIiAT ALL OF OUR PEOPLE WILS VOTE A STRAIGHT DEMOCilATIC TICKET IN TIES
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NATIONAL ELECTIONS ON NOV~R 4, 1952.

' AFTER TMIS GREAT RECEPTION, AND HAVING CliARHED OUR PEOPLE, GOVERNOR ·
STEVENSON WENT ON TO HIS TRIP TO THE AT,N[HO PLAZA. BUT OUR PEOPLE, SEEING
AND FEELING THE SINCERETY, THE HONESTY ANU TME ENTHUSIASM OF OUR CANDIDATE
FOLLOWED ON FOOT ALL ALONG TIE HOUSTON STREET UNTIL HE ARRIVED EN TILE
ALAMO PLAZA. TtiESE THOUSANDS OF OUR PEOPLE MARCHED, WALKED HOLDING UP

*THE TRAFFIC AND THUS, A PARADE SPONTANIOUS, SINCERE AND MAGNIFICENT
STARTED WHICH KEPT ON GOIAG UNTIL IT ALSO ARRIVED AT TliE ALAMO TO MEET
GOVERNOR STEVENSON.

IN THE ALAMO PLAZAJXINE MEETING WAS GOVERNOR STEVEASON, TMERE WAS
SENATOR TOM CONRALLY, SENATOR LYNDON JOHNSON, THE SPEAKER OF TUE MOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, MR. SAM RAYBURN, THERE WAS HIS EXCELLENCY ARCUBISHOP
ROBERT E. LUCEY, ALSO THERE WEttE JUDGE RAYMOND, Mit. CORTEZ, MR. ED IDAR,
JR. , MR SAAVEDRA, MY WIFE AND MYSELF, AND MANY OTHdR GENTLEMEN AND
LADIES OF MEXIC4~N ORIGIN. AND ALSO IN THE PLATFORM, THE NATIONAL FLAGS
OF OUR COUNTRY WERA THERE TOGETHER WITH TUE NATIONAL FLAG OF OUR NEIGHBOR.
ING COUNTRY, TliE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. ALSO, AMONGST fHES GROUP NE HAD

*OUR MARIACHES AAD OUR DANCERS IN TYPICAL MEXICAN DRESSES. I NM INDEED
SORRY TliAT YOU WEkLE NOT TnERE WITH US TO SEE OUR PEOPLE CAME FROM
BROWNSVILLE TO DALLAS, FROM EL PASO TO HOJSTON TO GREET OUR FUTURE
PRESIDENT.

WliEN GOVERNOR AROSE TO START HIS SPEECH, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO DO SO
BECNUSE OF THE GIGANTIC OVATION TUAT TWENTY THOUSAND ASSEMBLED THERE
AND GAVE HIM AT THE ALAMO PLAZA. BUT OUR CANDIDATE FINALLY STARTED TO
SPEAK AND AGAIN HE REMINDED THE PEOPLE OF THE GREAT BENEFITS TRAT HAD
COME 10 THEM AND TO THE WORKING PEOPLE DURING TliE TWENTY YEARS IN WHICH
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAD TAKEN POWER. HE ALSO REMINDED THEM THAT IT
WAS TILE DEMOCRATIC PARTY THAT liELPED WITH TME DEVELOPMENT NIZN OF THE
STATE OF TEXAS. ONCE MORE GOVERNOR STEVENSON IN A CLEAR VOICE AND
ELOQUENT XNIZE WORDS  REMINBED ALL OF TliE TEXAS CITIZENRY NUT TO FORGET
THAT AMONGST THE MEN THE BRAVEST OF SOLDIERS AND THE MOST DISTINGUISHED
THENE HAD ALWAYS BEEN MEN WITH THE NAME OF GONZALES, GARCIA, HERRERA,
RODRIGUEZ, AND ALVAREZ WHO HAD FOUGHT FOR TEXAS FROM TilE ALAMO THROUGH
THE WORLD WARS AND TO INCLUDE TiLE KOREAN CONFLECT. HE ALSO REMINDED
THEM THAT IN TliE TUXAS REVOLUTION TliERS WERE SOLDIERS NAMED CAPTAIN
JUAN SEGUIN, WHO WERE VERY OUTSTANDING IN THEIR BRAVERY, ALSO THAT
THEY WERE INTELLIGENT LEADERS WIIO WERE NAMED LIKE LOiLENZO DE ZAVALLA.

AGAIN, GOVERNOR STEVENSON CONTINUED TO PRAISE OUR PEOPLE AND BE
MENTIONED TitAT IT CERTAINLY WAS UNNECESSARY TO HAVE SEEN THE PEOPLE
OF MEXICAN ORIGEN HAD SUFFERED SO MUCH UNNECESSARILY. AND AGAIN, HE
REPEATED WHAT HE HAD SAID IN THE *Tr·AM SQUARE AND SAID THAT IT WAS
NECESSARY TO IIAVE A GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY WITHIN OUR OWN FRONTIERS
AND WITHIN OUR BWN STATE. HE SAID TliAT WE SHOULD BE GOOD NEIGHBORS
WITH TIiE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, AS WE WERE TRYING TO BE *TIN NEIGH•-
BORS WITH THE PEOPLE OUTSIDE.

DURING THE RECEPTION IN TIIE MENGER HOTEL, I HAD TliD' HONOR OF PER.
SONALLY SPEAKING TO OUR NEXT PRESIDENT OF TUE UNITED STATES IN A PRIVATE
INTERVIEW AND AGAIN, HE ASSURED ME THAT HE WAS DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN
OUR PEOPLE, WELL KNOWING THETRFINE AND MAGNIFICENT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
DEFENSE AND HONOR OF OUR COUNTRY. AND 116 ALSO MENTIONED THAT HE ALWAYS
KNOWN THAT OUR SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN 01{IGEN WERE OUTSTANDING, BECUASE
OF TlIEIR BRAVERY, THEBR PATRIOTISM. AGAIN, WE SPOKE A FEW WORDS IN
SPANISH. AFTERWARDS, GOVERNOR ASKED ME CLEARLY WliAT DID I THINK THAT
OUR PEOPLE HERE IN TEXAS AND OTHER STATES WHEN TUE DAY OF ELECTION
CAME, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4? THIS WAS MY ANSWER: "GOVERNOR STEVENSON,
YOU HAVE IKEENDTALKED ABOUT THE BRAVERY OF OUR SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN



PAGE r„.......

with us and TOOK AWAY OURS, LEAVING US BAD, BUT NOT FOHGOTTENt

LIKE MISIINXINSIC, CARRESSING LULaBNY,4,IKE MISTIC MUSIC, LIKE A
BLESSING TO OUR COUNTRY, TilUS CAME AND LEFT THIS MAN THAT SURELY WILL
BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF OUR MOTHER COUNTRY, TILE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA 1

FROM CORPUS CHRISTI
DR. HECTOR GARCIAl YOUR FRIEND, AND SERVANT A LOYAL DEMOC RAT,

A PERSONAL FRIEND OF ADLAI STEVENSON, HAS SPOKEN AND AGAIN ISAY
THAT ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1952 ALL OF US WILL VOTE FOR ADLAI
STEVENSON FOR PRESIDENT AND FOR SPARKMAN FUR VICE PRESIDENT. WE
WILL VOTE FOR ALL OF THE CANDIDATES IN liE DEMOCRAT LARTY.

TllANK YUU.


