
TEXAS FARM WORKERS UNION
P.O. Box 876, San Juan, Texas 78589

March 2, 1979

Dr. Hector P. Garcia
Founder G.I. Forum
1315 Bright
Corpus Christi, Texas 78408

Dear Friend:

The Texas Farm Workers Union cordially invites you to be
with us on March 10th and be one of the speakers at the rally
to be held on behalf of H.B. 227, Agricultural Labor Relations
Bill, on the steps of the State Capitol in Austin.

The rally will also mark the culmination of our "MARCH FOR
EQUALITY" of qpproximately 600 miles which began on January 27
in Muleshoe, Texas.

As we had previously informed you, H.B. 227, if passed by
the state legislature will give collective bargaining rights to
farm workers in Texas. At the present time, only two states,
California and Hawaii, have legislation of this type. As a con-
sequence, the majority of the farm workers, and especially those
from Texas, are working under deplorable conditions and a very
low standard of living. This is why the TFW is attempting to
mobilize public opinion in support of H.B. 227 through the
"MARCH FOR EQUALITY" and its culmination at the rally on March 10
in Austin.

The rally is scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m. We hope that
we can count on your presence in support of H.B. 227 and the
cause of the farm worker in Texas.

Your response will be greatly appreciated. Hoping that we
are too far from the day.when.understanding, justice--and peace
will be with us.

VIVA LA CAUSAI

-7 62+*i~
Antonio Orendain
Director
Texas Farm Workers' Union

P.S. Attached is a schedule«of activities for March 10
in Austin, Texas.
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TEX AS FARM WORKERS UNION
P.O. Box 876, San Juan, Texas 78589

NEWSLETTER NO. 3
MARCH, 1979

NOTE: This is the third in a series of newaZetters concerning
the Z979 LegiaZation Campaign for Farm Workers. Through
this newatetters we hope to keep aZZ members, supporters
and sympathisers informed about the current deveZopmente
regarding the efforts of the TEXAS FARM WORKERS UNION to
enact Zaws in Texas which wiZZ benefit the farm workers.

On the Zoth of March, the "March for EquaZity" of the Texas Farm
Workers Union wiZZ reach its destination in Austin, Texas, with
a raZZy to be held in front of the CapitoZ bu€Zding.

At the end of the march that day, the farm workers wiZZ have waZked
over 500 miles (more than 1 , 000 k € Zometers ), waZking tire ZessZy dzy
by day regardLess of the ctimate and other factors, in a desperate
effort to mobitise the attempts and support for the passage of the
H.B. 227 (AgriouZturaZ Retations B€ZZ).

The march that started the 27th of January in MuZeshoe, Texas, re-
presents an interest not onty to expose the negative conditions
in which the workers Zive in the farm camps in the state, but that
the government reaZise the objectives of the farm worker who cannot
count on the right of eoZZeetive bargaining.
The H.B, 227, a biZZ introduced in December to the House of Repre-
sentatives by A.C. "Tony" Garcia of Pharr and PauZ Moreno Of EZ
Paso, was submitted for consideration to the Committee of Agri-
cuZture and Livestock, the majority being composed of represent-
atives who are not very sympathetic with the farm workers and
the probtems with which these workers are confronted.

At the time this newatetter is being written, the farm workers
were stiZZ a eoupZe of days-from Ft. Worth-DaZZas. From there
they w€JZ arrive in Waxahachie tke 28th of February. The Zet of
March they wiZZ be in HiZZaboro, the ard in Waco and the Gth in
TempZe. And finaZZy on the ZOth, the marchers wiZZ arrive in Austi.

In Austin, on the toth, the march wiZZ start at 9:00 in the mornin,
at the corner of Lamar BouZevard and Loeing Street. At that in-
tersection, there is a big open-Zot Where they wiZZ gather to waZk
the Zest trek of their march. We urge the pubZic to join the
march at this pZace. The marchers wiZZ start waZking through Lamar
BouZevard heading south unt€Z reaching GuadaZupe Street. The
marchers wiZZ foZZow GuadaZupe Street untit reaching 7th street
where they turn east tiZZ Congress Avenue, turning towards the
north to the grounds of the State Capitot.

There wiZZ be a meeting in favor of House B€ZZ 227 in which Represe
tatives Tony Garcia, PauZ Moreno, Antonio Orendain, Zeader of the
Texas Farm Workers Union and other civic Zabor Zeaders wilt be
speakers. This meeting wiZZ start at approximatety 2:00 pm and it
wiZZ terminate at 3:00 pm. From there, they wiZZ move to Water
Loop Park at East Z3th St . At the park , there wiZZ be speeches ,
food and refreshments wiZE be served to the participants. The
day after, there wiZZ be entertainment in honor of the participants
of the mareh where Eatevan Jordan wiZZ perform. If you wish to par-
ticpate in these activities, pZease immediatety contact the Texas
Farm Workers Union P.O. Box 876 San Juan, Texas 78589 or call
(SZE)843-8381. It is urgent that you heZp the Union economieaZZy
and moraZZy, in order to have justice for the farmworkers.
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March 10th will be the dayt/4 the March for Equality will
terminate in Austin. We urge
the public to come out and ,
march with the farmworkers

i these last three miles to
the Capitol.
Anyone wanting to join us
should meet at the corner

WATER LOOP of Lamar Boulevard and Koeing
·. PARK 13* Street .

The route for the march will
CONCENTRATIONT be south on Guadalupe until

4 FOR LUNCH AND MUSIC we reach 7th from there we go

# TH AT 3:00 rm, east on the 7th to Congress
Avenue where we turn north
and head for the Captiol.
There will be a big rally
in favor of H.B. 227 held on
the steps of the Capitol
at 2:00 pm which will last
one hour. After the rally

YoUR Suppoer is we will move to Water Loop
on East 13th Street. There
will be speeches made there,

NEEDED! HELP US and food and refreshments
will be served to the parti-

FREE W.8.#2271 Hope everybody can come.
cipants.

H.B. 227 is being held captive by the
Agricultural Committee and its Chair-
man Forrest Green, (who said that A.* ....... .farmworkers don't need legislation be- -Be *1*Zes)£*O£"MOkbncause they already have food stamps couracTand welfare checks). Your presence is
needed in order to impress upon ourelected official that the people of eXA%#e A LOoekee
Texas support the struggle of farm- OKi o Mworkers for justice. March with us
or join the rally at the State Capi- (512) ggs- EffS ntol, for together we can be victories.
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