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41.3 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
7

Y.I..~~-:: WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

OCT 1 9 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABl E VINCENTE T. XIMENES

Secretary Gardner has asked me to reply to your inquiry of October 2
concerning the collection of racial date for tie Higher Education
Compliance Report. ilease be assured tfat the Department of Healti .
Education, and Welfare .as no desire or intention to categorize students
of Spanis, American ancestry as ot,er tan white. In a telegram to
Dr. Tom L. Popejoy, President, University of New Mexico, I have stated:

... in completing the b.£.W. Compliance Report of Institutions
of Higher Education under Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, list students of Spanish American origin under
the column 'white' in Part III and insert under 'Remarks' the
number of students with Spanish bmerican surnames included
in eaca of the items in Le 'white' column in lart III.

ts indicated in the attached article from the Albuquerque Journal of
September 24, 1967, tais statement served to clarify our purpose and
intention for University officials. We regret any misunderitanding
occasioned by the wording of the report and we hope to amend the report
for 1908 to delete the "other" category.

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me at any time.

reter Libassi
Director, Office for Civil Rights

l ttachment
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