AMtRILAN GI fORUM Of THt U.S.

HECTOR P. GARCIA, M.D.
FOUNDER

December 17, 1969

1315 BRIGHT STREET
CORPUS CHRSTI, TEXAS .
78405
AC 512 ° TULIP 3-3982

Honorable Richard M. Nixon
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvan ia Avenue
Washington , D.C.
Dear Mr. President:

I want to thank you £or your great interest in the hungry
and poor. I believe that your efforts in the feeding of the
hungry an::i the poor are sincere but I believe at the same time
that you have not been given the proper informatio n concerning
the Food .Stamp Programs in the United StatesQ I have noticed
in contin~ous press releases wherein it is mentioned that only
approximat ely three hundred counties in the United States do
not have a Food Stamp Progr;im or a Commodii:y Pro«::rr;l:n, :.lnn. 1~h:\.+,
ninety three of those are in Texas. Please see enclosed copy
of article San Antonio Express dated December 5, 1969 page 9A.
I would like to respectful ly point out to you that this
is misleading and could cause you some embarrassm ent because
somebody is not telling you the exact truth and figures.
For instance~ in Texas there are total. 254 counties and
out 0£ them only ten counties in Texas have a Food Sta.mp Program; therefo:re, there are 244 counties which are not covered
at all by the Food Stamp Program. Out of those ten counties~
seven 0£ them are in west Texas which include the counties 0£
Hudspetht Pecos, Culberson, Jeff Davis, Presidio, Brewster,
and TerrelL The total combined population of Mexican Americans in these seven counties are only 13000,and out of those
I doubt that more than 2000 are actually on the Food Stamp
Program. The only other counties in Texas that are in the
Food Stamp Program are El Paso, Bexar 9 Harris counties. If
Texas alone has 244 counties without Food Stamp Programs
then it follows that there ar.e at least 300 more counties in
the United States that do not have a Food Stamp Prograrn. The
poor people who do not have any money can not get free food
stamps in Texas. So when you made the announceme nt through
Dr., Mayer that you would extend the Food Stamp P:rogram and
that you I-.ad increased the amount of free £ood stamps for those
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who could buy them, this actually did not aff'ect many people
in Texas.
I am also sorry to tell you that in a discussio n with
Mr. Ling, who is with the Departme nt of Agricult ure, he did
not seem too intereste d really in pushing your new announce ment of the Food Stamp Programo so, Mr. Presiden t, what I am
trying to tell you is this, I would recommen d that you call
whomever is responsi ble to you in Food Stamp Programs and
ask them to be complete ly honest with you as to the number
of counties in Texas and in the Nation that do not have Food
§tamQ Programs o How many Mexican Ai'Tlericans int~Sou thwest
are going to benefit by your increase d Food Stamp Programs ?
I believe that a conferen ce between Dr. Mayer, Mr. Ling,
Mr. Harding and yourself is necessar y and urgent. Otherwis e,
the actual £igures are going to be embarras sing to you and
the Departme nt of Agricult ure and Dr. Mayer and there is no
need why you, Mr. Presiden t, should be embarras sed.

I wi.11 be glad to discuss this matter with either of the
gentleme n privatel y, but it is importan t that this b e ~
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I have marked this letter personal because this is a
serious matter and this is your "respons ibility" as you said
at the White House Conferen ce on Food, Nutritio n and Health.
Therefor e, I hope that you will be kind to send me an answer
as to what will be done. I had the pleasure of discussin g
this matter with Mr. Leonard Garment, one of yom:· advisors ,
personal ly and I asked him that he bring this to your attentio n
at once.
I wish to thank you £or your interest in the poor and the
hungry once again and I know that your intention s are sincere
and good, but somebody , ~tr. Presiden t has failed you in presenting the true aspects and figures of the American poor and hungry
and specific ally the hungry Mexican American .
Yours truly,
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