’ .

NATIONAL OFFICERS

JOE J. ONTIVEROS, CHAIRMAN

JOHN MENDOZA, VICE-CHAIRMAN

VICENTE T. XIMENES, EXECUTIVE SECY-TREAS.
JAMES DE ANDA, LEGAL ADVISOR

REV. ERWIN A. JURASCHEK, CHAPLAIN

MRS. ISABELLE TELLEZ, AUXILIARY CHAIRMAN
CARMEN ARTEAGA, JUNIOR CHAIRMAN

DR. HECTOR P. GARCIA, BOARD CHAIRMAN
JOE ALVARADO, EDITOR

REGIONAL VICE-CHAIRMEN

ANTONIO TINAJERO—REGION 11
JosePH JUAREZ—REGION 111
CHRIS PALACIOZ—REGION IV
JOHN VILLALOBOS—REGION V
SALVADOR OLALDE—REGION VII
TONY RODRIGUEZ—REGION IX

STATE CHAIRMEN

TRINIDAD ESTRADA, HOLBROOK, ARIZONA

Lucy ONO, WINSLOW, ARIZONA

ARMEL ABUNDIS, SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA
ARTHUR TAFOYA, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.
JENNIE JARAMILLO, PUEBLO, COLORADO

MR. LARRY RAMIREZ, WICHITA, KANSAS
ROSELLA MARTINEZ, PARSONS, KANSAS

JOHN GOMEZ, OMAHA, NEBRASKA

MRS. LOUIS MAGALLANES, SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBR.
JOHN F. MENDOZA, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
EZEQUIEL DURAN, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
STEVAN J. MARTINEZ, TOLEDO, OHIO

HOPE OLALDE, PORT CLINTON, OHIO

GILBERT C. GARCIA, FORT WORTH, TEXAS

MRs. A. B. GARCIA, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
CARLOS MCCORMICK, WASHINGTON, D. C.

CHAIRMEN AT LARGE

TONY RODRIGUEZ, NAMPA, IDAHO

HENRY VERA, CHICAGO, ILL.

JEAN ALVARADO, CHICAGO, ILL.

JOAQUIN MATUK, CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILL.
JOSEPH MARAVILLA, EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA
FRANCES MARAVILLA, EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA
CORNELIO ACOSTA, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IoWA
PAT DESANTIAGO, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IowA
JOSEPH GARCIA, SAGINAW, MICH.
AUGUSTINE OLVERA, DAVENPORT. lOWA
MIGUEL HIDALGO, DETROIT, MICH.

TONY SUSTAITA, MUSKEGON, MICH.

ALBERT VASQUEZ, ST. PAUL, MINN.

ADOLFO VELASQUEZ, KANSAS CITY, Mo,
VIRGINIA ARREDONDO, KANSAs CITY, Mo.
MIKE FERDIN, OKLAHOMA CITY, CKLA.
GILBERT PARRA, NYSSA, OREGON

ANGEL R. FIELD, JOHNSTOWN, PA.

JIMMIE S. DIARTE, OGDEN, UTAH

LORENZO JARAMILLO, PRICE, UTAH

FRANK J. MARTINEZ, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
MARY ARNOLD, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

Np

American @ Forum of the U. S.

Veterans Qami[:z/ Omganization

January 13, 1961

Dr. Hector P. Garcia
3024 Morgan Avenue
Corpus Christi, Texas

Dear Hector:

You will recall that I talked to you over the telephone about
the possibility of my attending the Conference of the Texas
Committee on Migratory Labor in Austin held January 11,
1961. You encouraged me to go and I am glad you did because
it was a very fruitful trip indeed.

As the Conference opened I could readily see that it was well
attended by representatives from a number of churches, state
officials, federal officials, the Farm Bureau, the Valley
Chamber of Commerce, cattlemen and grower associations,
by about eight members of Lulac and by two members of the
American GI Forum, Father Juraschek and I. Fortunately,
we held our own pretty well and saved the day, so to speak.

Several things happened that encouraged me. Throughout the
morning and in the first hour of the afternoon session there
was speech after speech setting forth the problems of the
migratory workers but all of the utterances were mild, di-
plomatic and at times even wishy-washy. I figured that some-
body had to pop off and give them the score and also figured
that it had to take someone from the American GI Forum to do
it, so I did.

Since Jerry Holleman, the Lulac representative and I were
asked to speak on the basic social and economic problems of
the migrants, it opened the way for me to tell them that the
basic cause for the problems of the migrants was the vast in-
flux of alien labor from Mexico. I also told them that our
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people were not migrants by nature or by choice; they are not
gypsies; they migrate because they are displaced from their
jobs by a vast supply of cheap labor from Mexico and thus our
people have to take to the road to seek a living wage, that gived
a decent, living wage the growers could find any numbers of
domestic farm workers in any area of the State. Fortunately,
an AP reporter was present and he ran a story quoting me and
three others which story appeared among perhaps other news~
papers, in the Corpus Christi Callar-Times yesterday, Janu-
ary 12,

Later the whole Conference attended by I would say one hundred
and fifty people was broken down into about ten sections for
group conferences and recommendations for action. At the end
of the day practically every sub-group conference reported that
a minimum wage for farm workers was necessary and that legi-
slation in the field of transporation, housing, health, crew
leader registration and child labor and school attendance was
necessary and that legislature ought to be strongly urged to
legislate on these various things.

Later Father Juraschek and I cornered Col. Egon R. Tausch,
Executive Secretary of the Texas Council on Migrant Labor,
the one who allegedly made those very rash and stupid state-
ments printed in the Texas Observer, and much to our satis-
faction we discovered that he does not appear to have such a
low opinion of our people at all. I personally told him that
when I read the story in the Observer I was about to lambaste
him and challenge him to a debate on the accuracy of his state-
ments. His position was that Bob Sherrill of the Observer was
very unfair to him because he misquoted him grossly. He told
us positively that he specifically told Sherrill that some of the
embarrassing things he discovered and talked about in the lives
and behavior of the migrants were true of a minority and not
the majority but the Colonel claims that the Observer made it
appear the other way. He further claims that the story was
very unfair to him because it led off with the caption that he
was irked at the migrants and in truth and in fact he is not. I
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told him that the situation being what it was he would have to
forgive my regards to have him give me his background and
he obliged saying that he was born and reared in New Braun-
fels where at an early age he learned to speak English,

Germay d Spanish, that after graduation from West Point
he také Spanish at the West Point Academy, that half of his
military career was spent throughout Latin America doing
work among Latins and that he likes the Latin culture, lan-
guage and people very much otherwise as a retired colonel he
would not have chosen to take his present job. He further said
that he was very much enlightened by the statements that I and
others had made during the conference and that he was almost
in complete agreement with our position.

Father Juraschek and I determined that this guy, under proper
guidence, may not be so bad after all and that it would be best

to leave him on a trial basis for a longer period before we turn
our guns on him,

Following our conversation I discussed the same matter over
the telephone with Dr.. Sanchez who agreed with us one hundred
percent and said that he had been surprised by the statements
he read in the Observer because they did not seem to coincide
with prior statements and attitudes displayed by this fellow.
Dr. Sanchez also advised that we withhold judgment and abstain
from any repudiation of the man at the present time,

My personal impression is that this fellow can, to a large
degree, be straightened out or shown the way by us if we keep
close to him and keep him informed as to our views and acti-
vities,

While in Austin, I was able to have lunch with Jerry Holleman
and discuss thoroughly the whole matter of his appointment as
Assistant Secretary in the United States Department of Labor.
As you probably know, it appears almost definite that Jerry
will be in charge of the whole field of employment security
which means that bracero contract enforcement, certification
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of braceros by the Texas Employment Commission and such
things as termination of prevailing wage, among many other
things, all are going to be under him and you can see where
this is perhaps the biggest break that we have had regarding
these questions. Jerry not only assured me that he would
take our advise on personnel and procedures but he insisted
on our help and cooperation with him in this entire field,

Dr. Sanchez, Father Juraschek, Holleman, Father John
Wagnor and the rest of us are extremely happy over the way
things are shaping up for the future, the Kennedy administra-
tion, the appointment of Jerry Holleman and the victory of
Turman in the Speaker of the House race, all indicate that the
many years of toil and sweat on our part is finally beginning to
bear concrete results., This concludes my report to you on this
trip. If you have any questions, please call me or write to me.
Give my best regards to your office staff,

Respectfully submitted,

R.P. (Bob) Sanchez, Chairman
Committee on Migratory Labor
American GI Forum of the U.S.

RPS:gg

CC: Mr. Gilbert C. Garcia
Mr, Joe Ontiveros
Mr. Vicente T. Ximenes
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