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Jans 2, 1960,

DR. Hector Gercia,
Corpus Christi, Texas,

Dear Friend:

I think you know me to be a sincere men--and I will say that no ope
presented a stronger argument for Padre Island as a national recreational
area than your good self.,

I know that you are the friend of Relph Yarberough; and the Latin people
never had & better friend than Relph Yarborough, And I think that Ralph
Yerborough could teke the lead on this matter--and we could work miracles,

I believe the Latin people would gu.mp at the opportunity of night school 85
where they could learn at least the three R! s; and I cannot think of anybody
in Texes who would be in & better position to take the lead than your good
self, I assure you that I will give the fullest cooperation, No one would
be so able to go into Latin America and put over goodwill and progress, as
our Latin Americans who are Americen citizens,

$
I enclose you quite & library; and you mey want to wait until after the
holidays to take time to read it all, ;

While I am supporting Senater Johnson, both for reelection to the Senate and
for President--everybody muist know that I shall fight to the last diteh against
ditching Mrs, Randolph, Would it not be some story for those who belted the
ticket to kick out a real Demoerast who supported the ticket? 1In fairness, I
understand that Cheirman Conley supperted Mr. Stevenson both in 1952 and 1956,
But I am sure that all members of the Committee did not so do,

—

5 Very truly yours,

Q-

0CD/eb Osca.r C. Daney -- County Judge,
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Judge .Oscar C. Dancy, “the Country
Judge From Texas,” Reflects Credit on
His State
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Mr. YARBOROUGH.  /Mr. President,
down in southern Texas people will tell
you the initial “C.” in the name of Oscar
C. Dancy stands for “Concrete.” They
mean it as a comp.iment.

They mean that Oscar C. Dancey, who
calls himself “just a country judge from
Texas,” is a man of the highest principles
and ideals and has never wavered from
his beliefs.

The people of Cameron County and
of Texas have a right to be proud of
Judge Dancy. This man has served them
faithfully and unselfishly for almost 27
years.

All example of his devotion to duty is
the fact that he is at his desk and work-
ing by 5:30 a.m. each day.

But it is the type of work he does that
distinguishes this great men. Today,
there arz more than 360 miles of all-
weather, class A highways in Cameron
County, which contains only 857 square
miles in all. One of the men mainly re-
sponsible for this is Judge Oscar C.
Dancy. What mekes his interest in
highway development unusual is that he
does not drive an automobile himself.

Since Judge Dancy took office, about
$10 million has bz2en spent on various
public works in his county.

The judge has been active in other de-
velopment projects for the good of his
home area and the good of the State.
For example, he has been extremely ac-
tive in projects for the conservation of
our natural res-nress, porticularly in
irrigaticn and othcr watler problems
which have beset Texas and the South-
west.

Another thing I particularly value
from Judge Dancy in his wise counsel, I
am proud to say that the judge and I
have been friepds for many years, and
his advice and wisdom have often helped
me in making decisions. I value his
friendship highly.

Senate

Mr. President, as a tribute to Oscar
C. Dancy, the “country judge from
Texas,” a man of character, wisdom,
and farsighted and unselfish service, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the Appendix of the RECORD the well
written article “The Country Judge From
Texas,” written by Clarence Laroche,
and published in a recent issue of the
San Antonio Express magazine.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

THE COUNTRY JUDGE FrROM TEXAS
(By Clarence Laroche)

“T have absolutely no business to warrant
such a call,” the polite white haired gentle-
man tcld the young woman secretary, “but
I just want to meet a county judge who spent
more, money than I did.”

The young lady made a brave attempt to
present the usual cold front to would-be
callers, but she was completely disarmed by
the warm, frank glow of the elderly but
rugged man. The hard lines on her face
thawed and melted into a smile. She asked
the gentleman to wait while she checked.

In a few minutes, the President of the
United States walked out, face beaming and
arm outstretched, as he grabbed for the hand
of Oscar C. Dancy, “the country judge from
Texas.”

“I meant what I told that young lady,”
Oscar Dancy explained later. “Harry ¥ru-
man, as county judge of Jackson County, Mo.,
is the only county judge who outspent me
when it came to putting out public funds.
Of course, Truman had a bigger and richer
county, and the reason I came in second is
because I've been doing my spending over a
quarter of a century.”

After comparing notes that morning, Harry
Truman and Oscar Dancy found the former
had spent $20 million in bond money dur-
ing his terms as county judge while the lat-
ter had spent about $10 million.

Down in the Rio Grande Valley, they’ll
tell you the “C” in Judge Dancy’s name
stancs for “Concrete.” The quip is a trib-
ute to the judge who has been a pioneer
in road construction not only in his own
country and section but in the State as
well. Today, Cameron County has a total
of 363.32 miles of all-weather class A high-
ways, and Oscar “Concrete” Dancy is key
figure who helped bring that program
about.

Oddly enough, this man who has brought
about a great modern paving program to
his county and section has never himself
drivean over the highways he helped build.
He has never owned an automobile and
has never learned to drive one.

But the lack of an automobile has not
stopped this ex-North Carolinian. If any-
thing, the walking he has been reduced to,
played a role in keeping him healthy. De-
spite the exercise, he gets lifts either by
regular bus service or by friends. He is
usually home by 5:30 in the evening and in
bed by 8 pm. Next morning, if you should
happen to be in the Texas Cafe about 5
o’clock, you will probably see one of the
waiters looking through the big plate glass
up the street. He will turn, draw a cup of
coffee and place it before a nonexistent cus-
tomer. A minute later, Judge Dancy will
come through the door and sit before the

coffee. He’s at his desk in his office at the
courthouse by 5:30 a.m.

His trips are frequent to Austin, Wash-
ington, and other cities where important
measures and policies are formed. FPhoenix
and Denver, Albuquerque and El Paso know
him from the Reclamation Bureau meet=-
ings he has attended in regard to valley
water projects. He knows his way around
Austin about as well as Mayor Tom Miller,
and long ago threw away his guide to the
Nation’s Capital.

In fact, it was at a Washington congres=
sional committee hearing that his “country
judge from Texas” tag took hold. His ex~
treme air of honesty and straightforwardness
caught fire with a newspaper reporter, who
promptly tagged the judge with the color=
ful—but very fitting—sobriquet in a report
of the day’s committee activities.

It is this same air of frankness, coupled
with his complete honesty and integrity, that
have contributed to his success as a politi-
cian, helping him to retain his office almost
continuously for almost 27 years. The lone
break in this long tenure came in 1932.

“It seems I got blamed, along with Hoover,
for the depression,” the judge explains wryly,
“and was forced to take an involuntary leave
of absence for a couple of years.” It is note-
worthy that he was returned to office in 1934
and has been in office ever since.

Still in full harness after over a quarter
of a century as Cameron County judge, Dancy
is definitely a throwback to a type of states-
man of a century ago. In fact, one of the
major compliments recently paid him was
the reference to him as a “backwoodsman.”
He considers that a tribute.

Today, at an age when most men become
conservative in both their physical and
mental attitudes, “the country judge from
Texas” refuses to take things easy. He has
an open mind, is tolerant and would be clas-
sified as a liberal. Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, he believes, was the greatest President
the country ever had; he’s wholeheartedly
in favor of many New Deal projects and
philosophies, and is bitterly against any at-
tempts by big business to run the country.
He is equally as bitter against communism
and its potential menace to America.
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