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Mr. Joe Alvarado, Editor
American GI Forum News Bulletin
192 North Clark Avenue
Chicago 1, Illinois

,

Dear Joe:

Dr. Hector Garcia has advised me that he has sent you a copy of the
letter that I wrote to the editor of the Valley Evening Monitor here
in McA lien sometime ago with respect to our local city election and
the fact that Rafael Flores had repudiated the GI Forum. The lette r
is long, and I do not know whether you will have sufficient space in
the next issue of the Bulletin to use it in full.

However, you may

want to go ahead and summarize the letter as well as other developments in connection with that matter. In order to give you additional
background information so that you can better understand why I wrote

said letter, please let me give you the following information:
Here in McAllen there is a group known as "The Citizens League"

which is composed of approximately one hundred and fifty of the
leading business and professional people in the city. It is mostly an
Anglo-American group. Technically this group is supposed to be a
civic group. However, in truth and in fact, it has been the group

that controls local politics, particularly with respect to the City
Council and the School Board. Actually, the group is really controlled by a small clique of about six or eight prominent local AngloAmerican businessmen. Prior to every City Council or School Board

election, this group has a meeting at which they endorse candidates
for the vacancies that may be open. Up until this year for about

thirty years this group had not suffered a defeat in a local race.
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Rafael Flores is an attorney originally from Laredo who has been in
M.Allen for approximately five years. He had been a good personal
friend of Bob Sanchez and myself. We had all been together at the
University of Texas during the years of about 1947 to about 1950 or
1951. He never has been active in the GI Forum although in 1951
when I was State Chairman in Texas and had my office in Austin he

wrote me a letter requesting that I write on his behalf to Senator
Lyndon B. Johnson as Chairman of the Forum to recommend him
for an officer's commission in the Air Force Reserve. He had just

obtained his law degree at the time and he wanted to enter the Judge
Advocate General's Department as an officer rather than be drafted
as an enlisted man. I am sending you a photocopy of that letter here with.

In the Spring of 1959 local Mexican-American citizens decided to join
behind Dr. Ramiro R. Casso as a candidate for the McAllen School
Board. Up until that time out of seven people in the McAllen School
Board there had never been more than one who was of MexicanAmerican descent. The same thing applied to the local City Council.

-

The local Anglo-American politicians and the ring leaders in the
Citizens League had always given the Mexican-Americans token representation on both of those boards. In 1959 after it was decided to
support Dr. Casso, some of the Mexican-American leaders approached the leaders of The Citizens League to see if the League would endorse Dr. Casso. The League refused at that time saying that the y

-

had already committed themselves to the two candidates that they were
-

going to support. We went ahead and ran Dr. Casso justthe same and
Vete
by a single shot Were ade to elect him to the School Board and for the
first time we ha~ two Mexican-Americans on the School Board.

One of the reasons that~the League gave in 1959 for not endorsing
Casso was the fact that we had gone to them too late and that they had
already committed themselves to two other persons. Last year, in
1960, we started early. Our group endorsed Rafael Flores in February and immediately contacted the Citizens League. After a series

of negotiations and several meetings that lasted for several weeks the
leaders of the League finally advised the Mexican-American leaders

who had contacted them that their group just did not want any more
Mexican-Americans on the School Board and that it would not be poss ible to get their group to endorse Flores. All of the Mexican-American
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leadership got behind Rafael Flores and pushed his candidacy just
the same. The local newspaper, the McAllen Evening Monitor,
carried a series of columns where they castigated Flores tremendously. He was accused of being an imported product from Laredo
and of being used for the purpose of taking over the McAllen School
Board. He was accused of being supported by Labor unions. He was

accused of advocating that there be an equal distribution of teachers
in the McAllen School District based upon the proportion of population of the Mexican and the Angle-American groups in the community

which is seventy-five percent Mexican-American and twenty-five per
cent Anglo-American. As a result of this campaign carried out by
the newspaper and by the leadership of the Citizens League, Flores
got defeated. However, he did carry the Mexican-American precinct

in the city by a tremendous margin.

-~

-

The election for the School Board was held in April. In May we had
the first Democratic Party primary election. In that election we had
Magus Smith running for Judge of the 93rd Judicial District Court of
this County against the incumbent, Judge W. R. Blalock. Most of the
Mexican-American leadership united behind Magus Smlth. Rafael
Flores, on the other hand, came out for Judge Blalock. This was

clearly against the feeling of the people who had supported him just
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two weeks before tn the School Board race. He joined the group who
had defeated him in that election. Magus Smith carried our MexicanAmerican box by a margin of seven hundred and fifty votes which was
the same margin by which he carried the County aM£ defeating Judge
Blalock. It was rumored at that time that the reason Flores had
come out for Blalock was that he had been promised the support of
the Citizens League for the City Council in this year of 1961.
When the City Council election approached this year, the Citizens
League again came out with their slate headed by the incumbent
Mayor Phillip Boeye and three commissioners -- Paul Veale, A. W.
Lewis and Chris Carey. The fourth commissioner, Gilbert Garcia,
who had been the one Mexican-Ame rican City Councit~1'nnounced
that he was not running for re-election; so The Citizens League went
ahead and endorsed Rafael Flores at a meeting that was held on Friday, March 17. I am enclosing herewith a photocopy of a newspaper
c lipping reporting the outcome of that meeting. It is in this news
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story that you will see the remark that was attributed to Flores where
he disclaimed any membership in the GI Forum and he further stated
that he did not even subscribe to the thinking of the organization. As
a result of the statement that Rafael made, a good friend of the Forum,

Tony Guerra, wrote a letter to the editor which appeared in the local
paper and a copy of which I am enclosing herewith also for your information. Tony's letter, in turn, was answered by another letter to the
editor by a Leonard Frank. I am enclosing a clipping of that letter
also. It was at this time when I came in and wrote the letter that Dr.
Garcia sent you a copy of. My letter was not published by the news -

paper.
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With respect to the election itself, our group decided to support Bob
Barnes who was running for Mayor against Boeye. Barnes is a Republican who ran against Magus Smith in the general election in November and was defeated by Smith. Our box in the general election gave
Smith a tremendous majority just as it did for President Kennedy.
However, in this City Council election we decided to support Barnes in

order to help break the power of the small clique that has been contr olling the city government and the School Board for years here in
McAllen. We also supported two other independents running for the
City Council -- Alfonso Guerra, a local attorney, and C. G. Esparza,
a local School teacher. Barnes and the other independents that ran
for the City Council did not run as a slate. I am enclosing herewith
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a photocopy of the returns of that election so that you can see for yourself what the outcome was.
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You will see that there were six boxes in the election. Precincts 7, 8,
34, and 37 are almost solidly Anglo-American precincts. Precinct 27
is almost solidly a Mexican-American box. Precinct 26 is about
equally divided between Mexican-American and Anglo-American
voters. You will see that Barnes won over Boeye for Mayor of the

city. In the boxes in North McAllen which consist of boxes 7, 8,34
and 37, Barnes carried by just over thirty votes majority. On the
other hand when box 27, our Mexican-American box came in, we gave
him a majority of 307 votes. And in box No. 26 which is equally divided between the Mexican-American and the Anglo-American voters,
we gave Barnes another majority of ninety votes. Thus, it was drama-

.

tically shown that it was the Mexican-American vote that was the de termlning factor inthe election of the new Mayor.
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With respect to the commissioners, the ticket endorsed by the Citizens
League won, including Flores. It was difficult to get a one hundred per
cent vote against Flores among the Mexican-Ame rican voters, but it is
significant that in Precinct 27 Flores failed to carry a majority of the
Mexican-American vote that was registered in that box. He only obtained two hundred and seventy-three votes compared to three hundred
and eighty-six for Guerra and four hundred and fourteen for Esparza.
The total vote in box No. 27 was seven hundred and sixty-three. The
rest of the candidates of The Citizens League lost heavily in Precinct
27 as you can see by the returns which I am sending you herewith.

The remark that Flores made about the GI Forum helped to keep him
from carrying box No. 27 in the city. We had not realized the GI Forum
had as many friends as we did until Flores came out and tried to castigate the organization publicly. Of course, it is clear that the reason he
did it was in order to get the Angla-American voters to turn out for him
in the election, and they were the ones who put him on the City Council.
However he got a aad trouncing in the box where his own people predo-

nninate.
This ought to give you sufficient information to prepare a good story
for the next issue of the Bulletin.

Sincerely yours,
.*44 h[ "
-

Ed Idar, Jr. ,
Executive Secretary
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