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Texas State Aquarium
May 21, 1986

Dr. Hector P. Garcia
401 Peerman
Corpus Christi, TX 78411
Dear Dr. Garcia:

I am enclosin g a copy of the press release announc ing
the formatio n of our Texas State Aquarium Advisory Committ ee.
We plan to issue this statemen t on May 29.
Your agreeing to serve on this committe e will be very
helpful. We look forward to working with you.
Sincerel y,

t{f h~
Presiden t

nes
Enclosur e

(512) 881-8220

NEWS RELEJ\SE
CONTACT:
P.O. Box 331307

Deana Suther land
881-822 0 (w)
853-454 7 after 5 p.m.

Corpus Christi. Texas 78404
(512) 881-8220

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM NETS
BACKING OF PRESTIGIOUS COMMITTEE
The Corpus Christ i Aquariu m Associ ation announ ced today
the names of 48 promin ent citizen s who have agreed to serve
as member s of the newly formed Texas State Aquariu m Adviso ry
Commi ttee.

The purpos e of the Adviso ry Commi ttee is to offer

suppor t and assista nce for the drive to raise funds for
constr uction of the Aquariu m.
The Commi ttee is compos ed of honora ry and active
member s.
Hor_ora ry member s include promin ent Americ ans who
have gained nation al recogn ition in their chosen fields and
who were either born in the Corpus Christ i area or who have
lived part of their lives here.

Active member s are civic and

busine ss leaders in the Corpus Christ i area.

"We are very pleased with the respon se we receive d,"
said John Dorn, presid ent of the Corpus Christ i Aquariu m
Associ ation.

"Our honora ry member s are proud of their

associ ation with Corpus Christ i and the roots they have
here; the active member s are the kinds of citizen s who
make our city what it is today."

- more -
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As announce d in early January, the committe e is cochaired by Vice Presiden t George Bush, former Ambassa dor to
Great Britain Anne Armstron g, American G.I. Forum founder Dr.

Hector P. Garcia and former First Lady Mrs. Lyndon B.
Johnson .
Honorary members from the entertai nment world include
playwrig ht Terrenc e McNally , cabaret pianist Sam Houston

Allred, actor Dabney Coleman , actresse s Farrah Fawcett and
Barbara Barrie Barnick , perform ers Sam Neely and Johnny
Rodrigu ez.
From the world of sports the committe e includes race car
driver Terry Labonte , New England Patriots Head Coach Raymond

Berry and basebal l pitcher Burt Hooton.

Other nationa l

leaders supporti ng the aquarium include Episcop al Bishop

Edmond L. Brownin g, evangel ist Bill Glass, former legislat or
Frances "Sissy" Farenth old, former U. S. Senator John G.
Tower and sculpto r K~nt Ullberg.
Honorary members have agreed to help attract support for
the Texas State Aquarium project when they are in the area.
Active members include a cross section of the Coastal Bend
communi ty and the diversit y of support which helped gain
the designa tion as "The officia l aquarium of Texas."
Active members include Speaker Pro-Tern of the Texas
House of Represe ntatives Hugo Berlanga ; Tony Bonilla; William

- more -

E. Carl; Texas Represent ative Eddie Cavazos; Mrs. Sperry E.
Clarke; U. S. Represent ative Kika de la Garza; Edwin A.
Durham II; Texas Represent ative Robert Earley; Dr. Clotilde
Garcia; Bishop Rene Gracida; George Hawn; John and Dodie
Hawn; Hayden W. Head, Sr.; Peter Holt; Corpus Christi Mayor
Luther Jones; Harris Kaffie; May Dougherty King; Richard
King, III; Michael and Sandy McKinnon; U. S. Congressm an
Solomon Ortiz; Texas Represent ative Ted Roberts; Frank
Scanio, Jr.; Ted Scibiensk i; James C. Storm; U. S.
Represent ative Mac Sweeney; State Senator Carlos Truan and
Mrs. Guy I. Warren.
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HONORARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The following is a short biography of each member of the
Honorary Advisory Committee.

Honorary Co-Chairs
Anne Armstrong considers the Coastal Bend her home.
She
was a counselor to President Richard Nixon in 1973 and 1974;
Preside~t Gerald Ford appointed her ambassador to Great
Britain and Northern Ireland from 1976-77.
She has served on
the board of directors of a number of firms including General
Motors, Halliburton Co., General Foods Corp., First City
Bancorp of Texas, American Express Co., and Boise Cascade
Corp.
Vice President George Bush first came to Corpus Christi
for flight training at the Naval Air Station in the early
1940s.
At the time he was commissioned and received his
wings, ~e was the youngest pilot in the Navy.
He has served
as a me~ber of Congress, U. S. Representative to the United
Nations, chief of the U. S. Liaison Office in China, Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency and as Chairman of the
Republican National Committee.
Dr. Hector P. Garcia, founder of the American G.I.
Forum, moved from Mexico to Corpus Christi in his youth.
He
joined the U.S. Army in 1942 after completing his surgical
interns~ip and his medical degree work at the University of
Texas.
He served on the Democratic National Committee in
1954 and 1960 and remained closely allied with Presidents
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson.
In 1985, Garcia was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Ronald
Reagan.
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson lived in Corpus Christi in the
summers of the mid - 1930's with her husband while he worked
as the chief aide to then U. S. Representative Richard M.
Kleberg.
During her tenure as our nation's First Lady she
was noted for her work in beautifying America.
She is
currently the driving force behind the newly established
National Wildflower Resear0h Center.
Honorary Members
Sam Houston Allred was the son of former Texas governor
James V. Allred.
Allred grew up in the Governor's mansion
and came to Corpus Christi to work as a local newscaster.
He
now tours the world as a cabaret pianist.
Raymond Berry, a Corp'.1s Christi native, is now head
coach of the New England Patriots who recently competed in
the NFL Superbowl as the AFC champions.
His 13-year
professional football career with the Baltimore Colts was
highlighted by his induction into the Pro Football Hall of
Fam~ in July 1973.
l of 3

.The Rt. Rev. Edmond Lee Browning was born and raised in
Corpus Christi.
Browning started a 12-year term this year as
presiding bishop of the national Episcopal Church.
Dabney Coleman was born in Austin, but moved to Corpus
Christi at the age of three.
A well known actor, he has
carved a niche for himself by playing the chauvinistic yet
likable characters in "9 to 5," "Modern Problems," "Young
Doctors in Love," and "Tootsie." His recent work has been in
the movies "War Games" and "Cloak and Dagger" and the
television series "Buffalo Bill." He recently completed the
Home Box Office film "Edward R.
Murrow."
Frances "Sissy" Farenthold was born in Corpus Christi
and is currently a lawyer in Houston.
In 1968 she was
elected to the Texas House of Representatives.
She served
there until 1972 when she ran for governor in the Democratic
primary.
That year Farenthold also became the first woman
nominated as a candidate for Vice President of the United
States.
Farrah Fawcett left Corpus Christi after graduating from
W.B. Ray High School to attend the University of Texas.
In her junior year, her parents agreed to let her leave
school and move to Hollywood.
Her first major success came
with "Charlie's Angels." In 1977, she became the leading
"poster girl" for a pool-side photo which surpassed legendary
sales marks set by Marilyn Monroe.
In one of her most recent
works, she portrayed a Texas woman in the television movie
"The Burning Bed."
Bill Glass was born in Corpus Christi and graduated from
W. B. Ray High School.
Glass attended Baylor University,
leading the Bears to four bowl games and netting all-American
and all-conference laurels.
He later played with the Detroit
Lions and the Cleveland Browns. Glass was recently inducted
into the football Hall of Fame.
He has written eight books
and appeared on numerous national television and radio
programs.
His career as a public speaker, author and
evangelist has now surpassed in years his football career.
Barbara Barrie Barnick moved to Corpus Christi from
Chicago with her family when she was six years old.
She
attended the University of Texas in Austin.
Her most
memorable roles were in "One Potato, Two Potato," "Private
Benjamin," the television wife of "Barney Miller," and as the
mother in the movie "Breaking Away."
Burt Hooton grew up in Corpus Christi and played
baseball and basketball for Richard King High School.
He went to the University of Texas and earned baseball
laurels which drew the attention of recruiters for the
Chicago Cubs.
Only three year's into college, he joined the
Cubs 3nd started his professional pitching career.
He later
pitched for the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Texas Rangers.
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. Terry Labonte was born in Corpus Christi and graduated
from Ca~roll High School in 1975. He began racing hobby cars
at C. C. Speedway at the age of sixteen. In 1978, Labonte
moved to North Carolina and began racing on the Winston Cup
circuit .
In 1979, he was named Rookie of the Year and won
first place at the Southern 500 in 1980. In 1984 Labonte won
both the Winston Champion and Driver of the Year.
Terrence McNally was raised in Corpus Christi. While
studying journalism at Colombia University in New York,
McNally wrote a very successfu l variety show. He pursued
that discovery to several off-Broadw ay successes and is now
producing works for mainstream theatre. His work has
attracted numerous honors: the Stanley Award in 1962, an Obie
Award in 1974 and a National Institute of Arts and Letters
Award in 1975.
Sam Neely moved to Corpus Christi at the age of 10 and
graduated from W. B. Ray High School. At the age of 16, he
began performin g at various dances and night clubs. In 1971,
he debuted on the Capital Records label with his first hit,
"Loving You Just Crossed My Mind." He later went with A & M
Records and released, "You Can Have Her," and "I fought the
law." Ee has appeared on American Bandstand and the Ralph
Emery show.
Johnny Rodriguez was bo.rn and raised in South Texas.
He was discovere d by Nashville artists Tom T. Hall and Bobby
Bare while performin g in Alamo Village Park. He recorded
"Pass Me By" for Mercury Records and began climbing the
country music charts. His next single, "You Always Come Back
To Hurting Me," hit No. 1 and was the first of eleven
consecutiv e hits for him. His debut alpum was
No. 1 on all three major country music charts. In 1973 he
was nominated for Male Vocalist of the Year by the Country
Music Associatio n.
John Tower was elected to the U. S. Senate in 1961. He
served there for almost 24 years, and for the last four years
of his term was Chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Co::nmi tte·e. After he retired from the Senate in 1984, he
served as a negotiato r in the U. S. - Soviet arms reduction
talks.
Kent Ullberg was born in Sweden and settled in Corpus
Christi in 1978. A renowned sculptor, his skill and
realistic style has gained several laurels including the
Barnett Prize in 1975, the National Sculpture Society's
Dietsch Award in 1979, the Meisner Award in 1981, National
Academy of Western Art Gold Metals of Sculpture in 1981 and
1982 and a Gold Award from the Sculpture Society in New York
in 1983.
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By David Teece

STAFF WRITER

Dabney Coleman, John Tower
and Farrah Fawcett are amon the
prominent personalities with ties to
the Coastal Bend who have agreed
to serve as members of the Texas
State Aquarium Advisory Committee, the aqua1ium association announced Friday.
"We are very pleased with the
response we received," John Dorn,
president of the Corpus Christi
Aquarium Association, said in a
prepared stateme11t. "Our honorary
members are proud of their association with Corpus Ch:-isti and the
roots they have here."
The committee is co-chaired by
Vice President George Bush, former
ambassado r to Great Britain Anne
Armstrong, American G.I. Forum
founder Hector P. Garcia and former first lady Lady Bird Johnson.
The purpo~e of the the advisory
committee is to offer support and
assistance "for the association 's
fund-raising activities. All have
agreed to assist in fund raising
when they are in }he area.
The Texas State Aquarium is
scheduled to be built on a six-acre
site on the south end of Corpus
Christi Beach. Construction is expecte to be completed by 1990.
.
Dorn 'Said that currently the asso- ciation is engaged in private fund
raising, soliciting funds from corporations and prominent individuals.
The public fund-raisin g effor , when
the association will be aided by _ce-

lebrities, will begin in about six
months.
·
"The small, grass-roots, fund-raising effort requires a tremendou s
base of publicity," Dorn said. "It's a
mistake to create too much publicity too soon; people can get worn
out on it."
In a related developme nt, the
aquarium association named six
new members to its board of trustees this week. They are William
Carl, E. Marvin Collins, Bruce
Hoffman, Tom Matthews, Liz Nisbet and Gerald Pfeiffer.
Art Zeitler was named treasurer
of the association ; Martha DeCou
was chosen as secretary.
Honorary members of the advisory committee are:
a Piani t Sam Houston Allred,
son of former Gov. James Allred.
Allred worked in Corpus Christi as
a newscaster.
a Raymond Berry, head coach of
the New England Patriots. Berry is
a Corpus Christi native.
• Rt. Rev. Edmond Lee Browning, presiding bishop of the national Episcopal Church. Browning
was born and raised in Corpus
Chri sti.
• Actor Dabney Coleman. Coleman lived in Corpus Christi as a
youngster.
a Frances "Sissy" Farenthold.
Ms. Farenthold, a former state rep- ·
resentative and gubernatorial candidate, was born in Corpus Christi.
a Actress Farrah Fawcett. Ms.
Fawcett is a graduate of W.B. Ray
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High School.
·· ' · '
• Author and evangelist Bill ·
Glass. Glass, a former football "'
all-American at Baylor University, '
also is a Ray graduate.
'
Actress Barbara Barrie Har• :
nick. Ms. Harnick also lived in Corpus Christi as a youngster.
· · ·
• Baseball pitcher Burt Hooton:
Hooton played f9r several major
league clubs, including the Texas ·
Rangers. He grew up in Corpus
Christi.
. ··
• Race car driver Terry Labonte. '
Labonte was born in Corpus Christi •
and graduated -from Carroll . High
School.
.
• Singers lrlene and Louise Man~·
drell. Both sisters were born in Corpus Christi.
• Playwright Terrence McNally.
McNal y was raised in Corpus
C risti.
. . '
Recording arti.s t Sam Neely.·
The singer also was raised in ·cor- ·
pus Christi and graduated from Ray ·
High Sc ool.
..
• Country-western singer Jdhnny ··
Rodriguez. Rodriguez, who has had
several No. I hits, was born and ..
raised in South Texas.
·
• Former U.S. Sen. John Tower.
Tower, who recently resigned as -aU.S. arms reduction negotiator,- ..
served 24 years in the U.S. Se.l.l&te,, ,
• Sculptor Kent Ullberg. Ullbetg-°
was born in Sweden, but has i d ·
in Corpus Christi since l 971t°His
"Wind in the Sails," a greater-thanlifesize bronze, now stan
Shoreline Boulevard.
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June 5,

1986

Dr. Hector P. Garcia
401 Peerman
Corpus Christi, TX 78411
Dear Dr.

Garcia:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the article which ran
in the Sunday, June 1st issue of the Corpus Christi CallerTimes.
Thank you once again for your help and support.
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~ o rn
President
djs
Enclosure

P.O. Box

331307

Corpus Christi. Texas

78404

(512) 881-8220

