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WHAT CAN I DO TO PROMOTE THE RESOLUTION
IN THE 1988 REPUBLICAN PLATFORM
OPPOSING THE ENGLISH FIRST AMENDMENT ?

1. Make sure you are registered to vote. You can register at any time
except within thirty days before an election. In order to vote in the

Marach 8, 1988, primary, you must be registered on or before midnight
Sunday, February 7.

2. Vote in the Republican Primary Tuesday, March 8, 1988 (Super Tuesday).
Then participate in the precinct convention that follows and support the
resolution opposing the English First Amendment. This  may include
presenting the resolution. Any legally registered voter who has voted in
the Repubolican primary election (as evidenced by the "Republican® stamp on
their registration_card) is entitled to take part in the Republican precinct
convention. The precinct conventions will be after the polls close March 8.

3. Encourage your friends and acquaintences to register, vote in the primary
and take part in the !precinct convention.

4. VWrite letters to the editors, especially the editors of bilingual
nevspapers and other publications read by people who are likely to oppose
the English First Amendment. This will be especially appropriate in January
and Feburary, just before the primary.

S. If the pricinct vhere you live sends delegates to the county convention,
volunteer to be a delegate. ' If you live in a county where everyone vho
attends the peincinct convention may also go to the county convention, be
sure to go to the county convention. -In either case, you cannot participate
in a county convention unless you have taken part in your precinct
convention. The county conventions will be Saturdéy March 19,

6. Volunteer to be a delegate to the state convention in Houston, June 8-10,
1988. (It will probably not be necessary to attend all 3 days of the state
convention. Many delegates are thers oaly un Saturday. That is ‘the wmost
important day.) It is not necessary to attend the precinct or county
convention to qualify as a delegate to the state convention, but it helps.
Some counties are under-represented, or even not represented at all, simply
because no one can be found who is willing and able to go to the convention.



ENGLISH FIRST PETITION
To the United States Senate and House of Representatives:

Whearas:

English is the common bond that holds all Americans together and any society
divided by language can never be truly united

Whearas:

failure to learn English guarantees that a foreign languare speaker will
never become a full and productive member of American society

Whearas:

Hispanic and other groups are trying to give foreign languages the same
status as English

Whearas:

bilingual ballots and education programs divide our nation and reinforce the
idea that immigrant groups can avoid learning English

Therefore:

as a concerned American, I wurge Congress to make English the official
languagae of tahe United States by passing the English Language Amendment to
tahe U S Constitution.

:

RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ENGLISH FIRST AMENDMENT

Whearas:

Dedication to the principles of freedom, democracy and equality is the

common bond that holds all Americans together, not government mandated
conformity to an "official language"

Whearas:

American history is tahe history of a nation of immigrants, many with

non-English speaking backgrounds, contributing to American society, before
and during--as vell as after--beccming rroficient in Lhe English languege.

Whearas:

Certain groups are promoting a proposed constitutional amendment that would
restrict the ability of state and local govenments to promote the

integration of those with non-English speaking backgrounds into the
mainstream of American society,

Whearas:

bilingual ballots and education programe make a positive contribution to
integrating new citizens into full participation in the American political
system and teaching English to those with non-English speaking baackgrounds,
and reinforce the idea that we do not wish to exclude people vith
non-English backgrounds from American society.

Therefore:
As concerned Americans, we urge Congresss to oppose the efforts of those who

are promoting the proposed English Language Amendment to the US
Constitution.
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Wichita Falls, Texas

October/Octubre 1987

To the Editor:
I would
how much I enjoy reading
your newspaper each month.

like to say

I really appreciate both
of the. editorials om the
proposed “English Language
Amendment" in the February
1987 1issue. I especially
want to comment on your
admonition to 'simply exercise
your right to vote.'

1%

There have been several
changes in the Texas election
code in recent years concern-
ing registration and partici-
pation in primaries and
conventions that voters
need to lknow.

1. There are no longer
"Registered Democrats''
or 'Registered Republicans";
mow there are just registered
voters. In November of
odd mmbered years the
County Clerk sends a Voter
Registration Certificate
to each currently registered
voter who has voted during
the last two years. If
you are a qualified voter
and do not receive a certifi-
cate, you can register
at the County Clerk's office.
In addition, certain indi-
viduals — usually Democratic
and Republican party workers—
are authorized to register

vetees.

Letter To

The Editor

2. You choose which
party you will work during
the ocurrent election year
by voting in a party primary.
The first party primary
in 1988, is set for Tuesday
March 8. (In the past,
Texas primaries have been
on the first Saturday in

May, but that has been
a presidential primary
as well as a state and

local capdidates on the
ballots. The grimary runoffs

will be Tuesday May 12.

The first time you vote
in a primary during an
election year, the primary
officials will stamp "Republi -
can" or ‘Demcrat", as
the case may be, on your
Voter Registration Certifi-
cate. Once you have wvoted
in a primary, you may ROT
take part in a primary
or convention of amy other
party during that election

year.

The old ‘"party loyalty
oath'" that had been declared
unconstitutional several
times, has finally been
removed from the ballots.
Primary voters are no longer
required to sign a meaningless
document saying they will
vote for that party's primary
wimners without even knowing
who the wimmers will be.

3. The next step in
the process is the precinct
convention. Everyone who
votes in the first primary
is eligible to take part
in the precinct convention
of the same party, ually
held the same day as the

primary, after the poll
closes. Usually only a
small percentage of those

who vote in the primaries
are interested enough to
gtlggnd the precinct conven-

4. The county convention,
held a week or so after

the precinct. conventions,
also passes resolutions
and selects delegates to
the state convent ions.

In 1988, the state conventions
will be June 8-10. The
Republican Convention will
be in Houston.

5. The 1988 general
election will be November
2. As always, all wvoters-
whether they  took  part
in the Republican primaries,
Democratic primaries or
no primaries at all—are
free to vwote for which
ever candidates they choose,
either a straight ticket
or split ticket.

I first learned
about the ‘"English First"
idea at the 1984 Republican
State Convention where
I was a delegate. During

the general assembly o’

delegates on Saturday after—
noon, the platform cogmittee
was called back into session
to reconsider a resolution
that had prekusly been
rejected.

Several delegates, includ-
ing myself, went to the
meeting roam just “for the
opportunity ~ to  observe
a comittee in session,
having no idea what what
would be discussed. It
was the 'English First"
resolution.
several comittee
spoke. Then a
teacher from the
Rio- Grande Valley, who
was a member of President
Reagan's Civil Rights Commi-
ssion, informed the committee
that President Reagan was
fcllowing the proceeding
with  interest ant  that
it was wvery important to
him that the Texas Comvention
support the bilingual educa-
tion program he backs.

First,
members

i spanic

The committee chaimman
allowed several spectators
to speak, although he was
mot required to do so.
A black delegate from Gonzales
made a particularly stirring
speech against the resolution.
It was obvious fram the
axdience reactions that
mst of the delegates who
cape to watch were against
the resolution. The ccamittee
voted it down again.

"English First" porponents
considered introducing
the resolution on the conven—
tion . floor, but several
other
the Wilbarger County delega-
tiompersuaded them  not
to.

The _ "English First"
resolution was brought
up again at the 1986 Republi-
can Convention, this time
as a prosposed constitutional
amendment . The resolution
was again rejected by
the platform carnittee,
but was brought up on the
convention floor for a
vote of the delegates.
I bad the opportunity to
&m the majority of the

statgas.n voting the resoﬁurmn_

down.

It was evident that
the English First proponents
had done a lot of work

delegates—including -

between 1984 and 198G
and I have no doubt they
will have done a lot more
by 1988. These people
are very working, very
well organized, and very
skillfull at political
maneuvering.

It is very important
that concerned citizens
who oppose the "English
First Amendment" get involved

in the political process.
I would be very interested
in hearing fram anyone
who would 1like to pramte
a resolution opposing the
proposed constitutional
amendment . We camot jut
sit around year after year,
let the ‘"English First"
people do all the work,
let their claims and arguments
go unchallenged, then expect
them not to make any progress.

"English First" proponents
fell they pretty well have
a free ride in pomoting
their resolution  within
the Republican Party in
Texas because they are
convinced that Hispanics

will not participate in
Republican politics to
oppose them.

Would anyone like to

show them they are wrong?

Verne Horsley
2104 Paradise Street
Vernon, Texas 76384



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 31, 1987

Dear Friend:

You are cordially invited to a White House briefing on U.S.

- policy in Central America. The briefing will feature a special
presentation by the Departments of State and Defense on the most
recent information obtained from the reporting of Maior Roger
Miranda, former Chief of the Secretariat of the Nicaraguan
Ministry of Defense and member of the Sandinista Assembly
(Central Committee). The program will take place on Monday,
January 11 from Noon until 1:30 p.m. in Room 450 of the 014
Executive Office Puilding.

If you are able to attend, please call (202) 456-6411 by 5 p.m.
on January 8 to confirm your participation. Please give your
full name (as it appears on your driver's license or current
passport), social security number, and date of birth.

Please arrive at 11:15 a.m. on January 11 at the Pennsylvania
- Avenue entrance of OEOB. Remember to bring your photo
identification (driver's license or current passport).

I look forward to seeing you.

Scherely,

P S

Linas Kojelis
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison



