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Abstract: 
Communication between homosexuals and heterosexuals has been examined by 
communication scholars since the gay revolution of  the 1970's. Communication scholars have 
sought to  understand how homosexuals communicate with one another and heterosexuals. 
The current studv examined the language used by homosexuals during the coming out process 
and the affect that language has on the family relationship after learning of  a family member's 
homosexuality. Participants included (38) homosexual students and faculty who attended a 
midsize university in the southern Midwest, as well as they were sought through other means 
lword of mouth from students, Facebook) and they completed an online survey. Results 
indicate that homosexuals converge their language to  a heterosexual language when coming 
out t o  their parents. Use of heterosexual language and disclosure of  homosexualitv increased 
satisfaction within the family relationship. Also, relational communication about coming out 
was positively correlated with the relationship satisfaction of the family. Social penetration 
theory, communication privacy management theory, communication accommodation theory, 
and uncertainty reduction theory were utilized as a theoretical framework. Findings of this 
study suggest further attention should be given to  homosexual language and the usage of it in 
communication with others. In addition, this study adds to  the research on homosexuals by 
looking at how language impacts satisfaction with the family relationship. 

Description (optional, enter any other description or comments here): 

sus, 1/25/2012 



Non-exclusive Distribution License 

I grant the Texas Digital Library (hereafter called "TDL"), my home institution (hereafter called 

"lnstitution"), and my academic department (hereafter called "Department") the non-exclusive rights to 

copy, display, perform, distribute, and publish the content I submit to this repository ("Work") and make 

the Work available in any format in perpetuity as part of an Institution, Department or TDL repository 

communication or distribution effort. 

I understand that once the Work is submitted, a bibliographic citation to the Work will remain visible in 

perpetuity, even if the Work is updated or moved. 

I understand that the Work's copyright owner(s) will continue to own copyright outside these non- 

exclusive granted rights. 

I warrant that: 

I am the copyright owner of the Work, or 

I am one of the copyright owners and have permission from the other owners to submit the 

Work, or 

My lnstitution or Department is the copyright owner and I have permission to submit the Work, 
0 r 

Another party is the copyright owner and I have permission to submit the Work. 

Based on this, I further warrant that to my knowledge: 

The Work does not infringe any copyright, patent, or trade secrets of any third party, and 

The Work does not contain and libelous matter, nor invade the privacy of any person or third 

party, and 

That no right in the Work has been sold, mortgaged, or otherwise disposed of, and is free from 

all exclusive claims. 

I agree to hold Institution, Department, TDL, and their agents harmless for any liability arising from any 

breach of the above warranties or any claim of intellectual property infringement arising from the 

exercise of these non-exclusive granted rights. 

Please note: You are NOT surrendering copyright. The license agreement only grants non-exclusive 

distribution rights to the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Repository. Any rights to publication or further 

distribution are retained by the author. 

Erika Ramon 
(printed name) 

(signature) 
12/20/12 

(date) 

sus, 1/25/2012 


