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ABELARDO LOPEZ VALDEZ

|, Assistant Administrator for Latin American
A Agency for International Development

Abelardo Lopez Valdez was appointed by President Carter
to be Assistant Administrator for Latin America, Agency for
International Development, in April 1977. As the chizf A.I.D.
official for Latin American programs, he superpvises the
programming and management of United States economic
development assistance throughout Latin America at a level of
approximately $425 million annually. Mr. Valdez’ appoint-
ment makes him the highest ranking Mexican-American in the
Department of State.

Mr. Valdez served as a White House military aide to
President Lyndon B. Johnson from 1965-1967 and accom-
panied President Johnson to the Conference of the American
Presidents at Punta del Este, Uruguay in April 1967.

Prior to his appointment, Mr. Valdez was a founding
partner of the Washington, D.C. law firm of Purcell, Hansen &
Valdez, and specialized in international trade law and the
regulation of commodity futures markets. He served as
General Counsel for the Inter-American Foundation from
1973-1975, and was an attorney of the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation from 1971-1973. Mr. Valdez was a
member of the faculty of the John F. Kennedy Inst:tute of
Politics at Harvard University in 1977, where he taught a
seminar on Critical Issues in U.S.-Latin American relations.
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Mr. Valdez holds a Master’s degree in law from the Harvard
Law School and a Juris Doctorate from Baylor Law School.
He also studied international law at The Hague Academy of
International Law in the Netherlands. Mr. Valdez also holds a
B.S. degree in civil engineering from Texas A&M C(?llege. ‘

Mr. Valdez has published several articles on Latin Amencqn
economic development, agrarian reform, the role of law in
social change, and on the regulation of commodity futures
markets in the United States in such journals as The Harvard
Political Review, The Harvard Journal of International Law,
The Lawyer of the Americas, The Journal of Interna{wfwl
Law and Economics, and The American Bar Association
Journal. While at Harvard Law School, he was an editor of the
Harvard Journal of International Law. He is a member of The
American Society of International Law and The Amer%can,
Inter-American, and the District of Columbia Bar Associations,
also The State Bar of Texas, Mr. Valdez is admitted to practice
before the United States Supreme Court. .

Mr. Valdez, thirty-five, was born and reared in Floresville,
Texas where his family still resides.




