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ROBERT BENTON

Before he became a screenwriter and director,
Robert Benton, BFA '53, of New York, was art director
for Esquire magazine and served in the Army during the
Korean War.

He gained fame on the UT campus and built up his
art portfolio as a cartoonist for the Texas Ranger. He was
also an associate editor of the magazine.

While he was at Esquire, he collaborated with David
Newman on the screenplay for Bonnie and Clyde, a suc-
cessful first effort for both of them. Benton says his
best work has been about real people. Two of his best-
accepted movies are Kramer vs. Kramer and Places in the
Heart, which was set in Waxahachie, where he grew up.

Benton also wrote and directed: The Late Show, Bad
Company, Still of the Night, and Nadine. For the stage he
wrote Its a Bird . . . Its a Plane . . . Its Superman! and a
segment for Oh, Calcutta. He has also written childrens
books.

Benton'’s wife Sally, a native of Kansas City, and their
son John are artists. John recently graduated from the
Art Institute of Chicago.

GEORGE E. CHRISTIAN

Among the many well-known former students of
The University of Texas’ Department of Journalism,
George Christian, a political consultant in Austin,
stands near the top.

During his college days in the '40s and '50s, he
wrote for the Texas Ranger and covered sports for the
Daily Texan. He was later sports editor for the Temple
Telegram before returning to Austin to cover the state
government for International News Service. He be-
came press secretary and top aide to Governor Price
Daniel and press secretary for Governor John Connally
before moving to Washington to become President
Lyndon Johnsons press secretary.

He has devoted a great deal of time to The Univer-
sity of Texas, The Ex-Students’ Association, the Texas
Historical Commission, and All Saints’ Episcopal
Church. He is a former president of UT’s Communica-
tion Foundation Advisory Council and a member of
the McDonald Observatory Board of Visitors; he is an
officer of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation, is on
NASA’s Public Affairs Task Force and is a member of
the board of Scott & White Memorial Hospital and the
advisory council of the College of Medicine of Texas
A&M University. He has chaired the Headliners
Foundation.

He and his wife Jo Anne, a UT law graduate, have
six children and three grandchildren.



HECTOR P. GARCIA

A much decorated man, Dr. Héctor Garcia, BA 36,
MD 40, Corpus Christi, won the Bronze Star for he-
roic service in World War II and the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, awarded by President Reagan, for extraor-
dinary service as a civilian. The main post office and a
city park in Corpus Christi are named for him.

He has received hundreds of plaques and citations as
founder of The American G.I. Forum. The Forum, now
more than 40 years old, looks back on numerous suc-
cesses in its battle for benefits, as well as social and
political equality, for Mexican-American veterans and
their families.

He has served on the Democratic National Commit-
tee and on the National Advisory Council on Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and he has been a delegate to the
United Nations and a member of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights. He represented the United States with
Vice President Hubert Humphrey at the signing of a
treaty in Mexico and represented President Lyndon
Johnson in 1964 at the inauguration of the president
of Venezuela.

Garcia was born in Mexico, but he came to the
Texas Valley with his mother and father in 1917 when
he was 3 years old. He still practices medicine. He and
his wife Wanda have three daughters.

REYNALDO G. GARZA

A native of Brownsville, Judge Reynaldo Garza, BA
39, LLB "39, has served on the school board, the city
commission, and the chamber of commerce. He was
director of the Brownsville United Fund, president of
the Rotary Club and the Rio Grande Council of the
Boy Scouts, and was treasurer of the Cameron County
Child Welfare Board. His son Ignacio Garza is
Brownsville’s mayor.

Judge Garza has held a statewide office in the
Knights of Columbus and appointments in the field of
education from Governors Daniel, Connally, and
White.

Under a 1979 appointment from President Jimmy
Carter, he is a senior judge of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fifth Circuit. His first presidential ap-
pointment came in 1961 when President John F. Ken-
nedy named him to the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas. He became chief justice of
the Southern District in 1974.

After graduating from UT Law School, he was in
private practice in Brownsville. He served in the Army
Air Corps during World War II as an aerial gunner and
instructor. After the war, he became a partner in the
law firm of Sharpe, Cunningham and Garza.

Garza and his wife Bertha have three sons, two
daughters, and nine grandchildren.
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JAMES R. MOFFETT

With his elevation to CEO and chairman of the
board after the merger of McMoRan QOil and Gas Com-
pany and Freeport Minerals, Jim Bob Moffett, BS '61,
New Orleans, became one of the top executives in the
country.

Moffett’s commitments to UT include the Develop-
ment Board, the Chancellor’s Council, life membership
in the President’s Associates, the Dad’s Association, the
executive council of the The Ex-Student’s Association,
and the advisory council of the Longhorn Foundation.
He has served on the Geology Foundation Advisory
Council. He established a professorship and scholar-
ship fund in geology and Freeport-McMoRan recently
gave a million dollars for geological research.

He has received many honors in his home city,
where he organized the New Orleans Business Council
and chaired the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce.
A recent honor was the Great American Traditions
Award presented to him by the B'nai Brith Foundation
of the United States. The New Orleans Texas Exes are
establishing an endowed scholarship in his honor.

Moffett and his wife Louise have a daughter, Crystal,
a UT graduate, and a son, Bubba, a geology major and
a football player at UT.

EDITH JONES O'DONNELL

Since Edith O’Donnell, BA '48, Dallas, graduated
from the University of Texas, she has served on three
school boards—the Episcopal School of Dallas, the
Lamplighter School, and Hockaday School, which she
now serves as an honorary trustee. She has also been
on the advisory board for the Meadows School of the
Arts.

She was one of two founders of the Young Audi-
ences of Greater Dallas, which is a national program
that introduces the performing arts to children, from
kindergarten through middle school.

As an appointee of Governor Bill Clements, Edith
served a six-year term on the Texas Commission on
the Arts and helped organize the Friends of the Gover-
nors Mansion. She also served on the boards of the
Childrens Development Center and the Children’s
Medical Center of Dallas and the Children’s Bureau of
Hope Cottage.

She helped found the O’Donnell Foundation, which
has made large grants to engineering and science edu-
cation at The University of Texas. A recent gift was
designated for the UT College of Fine Arts.

Edith and her husband Peter, who is president of the
O’Donnell Foundation and holds the Santa Rita Award
from the UT System, have three daughters and two
grandchildren.



Former Recipients

Distinguished Alumnus Award

1958

Robert B. Anderson, LL.B. 1932
Former U.S. Secretary of the Treasury
Chairman, Robert B. Anderson and Company,
Ltd

Deceased 1989
Ramon Beteta, B.A. 1923
Former Director-General, NOVEDADES,
national newspaper of Mexico
Deceased 1965
Sam Rayburn, UT, 1907-08
Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives
Deceased 1961
Walter Prescott Webb, B.A. 1915, M.A. 1920,
Ph.D. 1932
Distinguished Professor of History, The
University of Texas
Noted author
Deceased 1963

1960

Logan Wilson, M.A. 1927
President Emeritus, American Council on
Education
Former President and Chancellor, The
University of Texas
Austin

1961

John B. Connally, LL.B. 1941
Former Governor of Texas
Senior Partner, Vinson & Elkins
Houston

1962

Tom C. Clark, B.A. 1921, LL.B. 1922
Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court
Deceased 1977

James A. Elkins, LL.B. 1901
Senior Partner, Vinson & Elkins
Deceased 1972

Allan Shivers, B.A. 1931, LL.B. 1933
Former Governor of Texas
Former Chairman, Board of Regents, UT
System
Deceased 1985
Gus S. Wortham, U.T. 1908-11
Founder, American General Insurance Group
Deceased 1976

1963

Hines H. Baker, B.A. 1917, J.D. 1917
Former President, Humble Oil & Refining
Company (now Exxon Company, USA)
Former Director, Executive Vice President,
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey (now
Exxon Corporation)
Attorney
Deceased 1982
Rex G. Baker, Sr., B.A. 1917, J.D. 1917
Former Director, Vice-President and
General Counsel, Humble Oil & Refining
Company (now Exxon Company, USA)
Founder and Former Trustee of Houston
Baptist University
Former Member of Texas Commission on
Higher Education
Attorney
Deceased 1986
Miss Ima Hogg, UT, 1899-1901
Philanthropist
Deceased 1975
James I. McCord, M.A. 1942
Chancellor, Center of Theological Inquiry
Princeton, New Jersey
C.R. Smith, UT, 1921-24
Former Chairman, American Airlines, Inc.
Former Secretary of Commerce
Major General, USAF, retired DSM
Commander, OBE, British
Washington, D.C.

1964

Walter Cronkite, UT, 1933-35
Special Correspondent, CBS Inc.
New York, New York

Charles I. Francis, B.A. 1915, LL.B. 1917

Founder, Texas Eastern Transmission
Corporation

Deceased 1969

Mrs. Lyndon Baines Johnson

(nee: Claudia Alta Taylor), B.A. 1933, B.J. 1934
Former First Lady of the United States
Stonewall

1965

C.W. (Tex) Cook, B.S. in E.E. 1930
Former Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, General Foods Corporation
Austin
John B. Holmes, B.B.A. 1943
Independent Oil Operator
Deceased 1981
Leonard F. McCollum, B.S. in Geol. 1925
Retired Chairman, Continental Oil Company
Chairman Emeritus, Mercantile Texas
Corporation and Capital Bank, N.A.
Co-Chairman, Project Orbis, Inc.
Houston
Homer Thornberry, B.B.A. 1932, LL.B. 1936
Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit
Austin

1966

D. Harold Byrd, UT, 1919-21
D.H. Byrd Enterprises
Co-Founder LTV Corporation
Deceased 1986
Denton A. Cooley, M.D., B.A. 1941
Surgeon-in-Chief, Texas Heart Institute
Houston
Harding L. Lawrence, B.B.A. 1942
Retired Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer, Braniff International
Dallas
Thomas R. Sealy, Jr. LL.B. 1931
Former Chairman, Board of Regents, UT
System
Former Chairman, UT Development Board
Former President, UT Law School
Foundation
Senior Attorney, Stubbeman, McRae, Sealy,
Laughlin & Browder, Inc., Retired
Midland

1967

William B. Bates, LL.B. 1915
Senior Partner, Fulbright, Crooker,
Freeman, Bates and Jaworski
Deceased 1974
Dause L. Bibby, B.B.A. 1933
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,
Stromberg-Carlson Corporation, Retired
Naples, Florida
Edward A. Clark, UT Law School, 1928
Former Ambassador to Australia
Senior Partner, Clark, Thomas, Winters &
Newton
Former Member, Board of Regents, UT
System
Austin
R. Ewing Thomason, LL.B. 1900
U.S. District Judge
Deceased 1973

1968

Bob R. Dorsey, B.S. in Ch.E. 1940
Former Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, Gulf Oil Corporation
Austin
William W. Heath, UT, 1922-23
Ambassador to Sweden
Deceased 1971

Fess Parker, B.A. 1950
Television and Film Star
Santa Barbara, California

Gail Whitcomb, B.A. 1931, LL.B. 1931
Attorney and Civic Leader
Houston

1969
Fernando Belaunde-Terry, B. Arch. 1935
Constitutional President of Peru, Term
1980-85
Lima, Peru
Roy Crane, UT, 1919-22
Cartoonist
Deceased 1977
Mrs. Bing Crosby
(nee: Kathryn Grandstaff), B.F.A. 1955
Actress and Author
Burlingame, California
Benno Charles Schmidt, B.A. 1936, LL.B. 1936
Managing Partner, J.H. Whitney & Co.
New York, New York
0. Pendleton Thomas, M.B.A. 1941 .
Retired Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer, Director, B.F. Goodrich
Co.
Chairman & President, PenVest, Inc.
Deceased 1985

1970

Alan L. Bean, B.S. 1955
American Space Artist/Apollo XII and
Skylab II Astronaut
Houston

Joseph Jay Deiss, B.A. 1933, M.A. 1934
Author, Former Vice-Director of the
American Academy in Rome
Wellfleet, Massachusetts and
Gainesville, Florida
Luis Flores-Arias, B.S. in C.E. 1923
Former President of Concreto, S.A.
Consulting Engineer
Mexico City, Mexico

Herbert James Frensley, UT, 1927-29

Former Chief Executive Officer, Brown &
Root, Inec.

Business Consultant
Deceased 1981

Merton Melrose Minter, M.D., B.A. 1925
Physician
Deceased 1977

1971

George John Beto, M.A. 1944, Ph.D. 1955
Former Director, Texas Department of
Corrections
Distinguished Professor of Criminology Sam
Houston State University
Huntsville
Miguel R. Cardenas, LL.B. 1917
Senior Partner, Cardenas-Sepulveda Law
Offices
Deceased 1981
Charles S. Coates, Sr., UT, 1931-36
Former Chairman of the Board and
President, Trans Canada Pipelines, Ltd.
Deceased 1983
John S. Redditt, LL.B. 1921
Attorney and Civic Leader
Deceased 1973

1972

Mrs. John B. Connally

(nee: Idanell Brill), UT 1935-40
Former First Lady of Texas
Houston

Wilson H. Elkins, B.A. 1932, M.A. 1932
President Emeritus, The University of
Maryland
College Park, Maryland

Jack S. Josey, B.S. in Pet. Engr. 1939
Chairman of the Board, Josey Oil Company
Houston

David Thomas Searls, LL.B. 1929
Senior Member, Vinson & Elkins
Deceased 1972

DeWitt C. Reddick, B.A. 1925, M.A. 1928

Professor Emeritus of Journalism and

Education, The University of Texas
Deceased 1980

1973

George R. Brown, UT, 1918-19
Chairman of the Executive Committee,
Texas Eastern Corporation
Retired Chairman of the Board, Brown &
Root, Inc.
Deceased 1983

Miss Margaret Cousins, B.A. 1926
Author and Editor
William Woods College, L.D. 1980

(Honorary)

San Antonio

Thomas W. Landry, B.B.A. 1949
Former Head Coach
Dallas

Mauricio B. Madero, UT, 1930-33
Mexico City, Mexico

Vernon F. (Doc) Neuhaus, UT, 1918-20
Owner, Neuhaus Properties
Deceased 1983

1974

Leroy Jeffers, LL.B. 1932
Senior Partner, Vinson & Elkins
Former Chairman, Board of Regents, UT
System
Deceased 1979

Joe R. Greenhill, B.B.A. 1936, B.A. 1936,
LL.B. 1939
Former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Texas, Of Counsel, Baker & Botts
Austin

Arno Nowotny, B.A. 1922, J.D. 1925, M. A. 1927
Former Dean of Student Life, The
University of Texas
Dean of Students Emeritus
Deceased 1982
Bernice Milburn Moore, B.A. 1924, M.A. 1932
Special Consultant, The Hogg Foundation for
Mental Health, The University of Texas
Austin

William S. White, UT, 1923-26
Author and Columnist
Louisville, Kentucky

1975

Liz Carpenter, B.J. 1942
Author, Columnist and Lecturer
Former Press Secretary to the First Lady
Former Assistant Secretary of Education
Leader for ERA
Austin

Maurice F. Granville, B.S. in Ch.E. 1937
Former Chairman of the Board and Chief

Executive Officer, Texaco, Inc.

New York, New York

Ben F. Love, B.B.A. 1947
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Texas
Commerce Bancshares, Inc.
Houston
Mario E. Ramirez, M.D., UT 1942-45
Physician
President, Texas Medical Association
1979-80
Starr County Judge, 1969-79
Board of Regents, UT System
Rio Grande City
Harry H. Ransom, UT, 1935-37
Chancellor Emeritus, The University of
Texas
Deceased 1976
Jack Wrather, B.A. 1939
President, The Wrather Corporation
Deceased 1984

1976

Marvin K. Collie, B.A. 1941, LL.B. 1941
Senior Partner, Vinson & Elkins
Deceased 1989

W. Page Keeton, B.A. 1931, LL.B. 1931
Former Dean, School of Law, The University
of Texas
Austin

Lorene Lane Rogers, M.A. 1946, Ph.D. 1948
President (retired), The University of Texas
Austin

Ralph Spence, B.B.A. 1942
Chairman Development Board, UT Tyler
UT Centennial Commission
Chairman, Gutenberg Bible Acquisition for

uT

Distinguished Alumnus, UT College of
Business

UT Development Board, Austin

Development Board, UT Medical Branch at
Galveston

Tyler

1977

Rex G. Baker, Jr. B.A. 1941, LL.B. 1947
Of Counsel, Baker, Brown, Sharman, &
Parker
Houston

L. L. (Tex) Colbert, B.B.A. 1925
Former President and Chairman of the
Board, Chrysler Corporation
Naples, Florida
H. Frank Connally, Jr., M.D., B.A. 1933
Physician and Civic Leader
Retired, University of Texas Health Science
Center
Deceased 1988

Mrs. Eugene McDermott
(nee: Margaret Milam), UT, 1932-33
Dallas

1978

Mrs. Perry R. Bass

(nee: Nancy Lee Muse), B.A. 1937
Philanthropist
Vice President, Sid Richardson Foundation
Fort Worth

Jack S. Blanton, B.A. 1947, LL.B. 1950
Retired Chairman, Scurlock Oil Company
Houston

Kraft W. Eidman, B.A. 1935, LL.B. 1935
Senior Partner, Fulbright & Jaworski
Deceased 1986

John Randolph Hubbard, B.A. 1938, M.A. 1939,

Ph.D. 1950
President Emeritus, The University of

Southern California
Holder of John R. Hubbard Chair in British
History at U.S.C.

U.S. Ambassador to India
Los Angeles, California

1979

Frank C. Erwin, Jr., LL.B. 1948
Former Chairman, Board of Regents, UT
System
Private Law Practice
Deceased 1980

Wales H. Madden, Jr., B.A. 1950, LL.B. 1952
Attorney & Businessman
Amarillo



Robert L. Parker, B.S. in Pet. Engr. 1944
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive
Officer, Parker Drilling Company
Tulsa, Oklahoma
J.J. (Jake) Pickle, B.A. 1938
U.S. Congressman, 10th Congressional
District
Austin and Washington, D.C.

1980
Lloyd Bentsen, LL.B. 1942
United States Senator
Washington, D.C. and Houston
Jack S. Gray, B.B.A. 1935
Investments
Austin
Dan M. Krausse, B.S. in Ch.E. 1947
The Krausse Company (Investments)
Dallas
Mark Martin, B.B.A. 1935, LL.B. 1937
Senior Partner, Strasburger & Price
Dallas

1981

Bill Archer, B.B.A. 1949, LL.B. 1951
United States Congressman
Washington, D.C.

Nettie Lee Benson, B.A. 1929, M.A. 1935, Ph.D.

1949
Professor of Latin American History, The
University of Texas
Austin
John F. Bookout, B.S. 1949, M.A. 1950
Former President and Chief Executive
Officer, Shell Oil Company
Houston
John P. Harbin, B.B.A. 1939
Retired Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, Halliburton Company
Dallas

1982

Thomas D. Barrow, B.S. 1945, M.A. 1948
Retired, Exxon, Corp.
Investments
Houston
Joe M. Kilgore, UT, 1936-41 & 1945-46
Partner, McGinnis, Lochridge and Kilgore
Former Member, U.S. House of
Representatives
Former Member, UT Board of Regents
Austin
Preston Shirley, LL.B. 1933
Senior Partner, Mills, Shirley, Eckel &
Bassett
Former Chairman, UT Development Board
Chairman Life Trustees, UT Law School
Foundation
Galveston
Robert Strauss, LL.B. 1941
Attorney, Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer, and
Feld
Former Special Agent, Federal Bureau of
Investigation
Awarded Presidential Medal of Freedom,
1981
Former U.S. Special Trade Representative
Former Chairman, Democratic National
Committee
Dallas and Washington, D.C.

1983
Jane Weinert Blumberg, B.A. 1937
Chairman of Board-Seguin Bank & Trust Co.
Former Regent, UT System
Regent, Texas Lutheran College
Seguin
Virginia Harris Cockrell, B.S. 1936
Director, Cockrell Oil Corporation
Deceased 1983
Joe Judson King, B.S. 1925
Consultant-Engineering & Business
Management
Houston
Sheikh Abdullah H. Tariki, M.A. 1947
Chairman, Petroleum Consultants, Inc.
Former Oil Minister, Saudi Arabia
Co-Founder, Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries
Saudi Arabia

1984
Robert L. Crippen, B.S. in Aerospace Engr.
1960
Astronaut, N.A.S.A. .
Deputy Director, N.S.T.S. Operation,
Kennedy Space Center
Florida
Hayden W. Head, LL.B. 1937
Senior Partner, Head and Kendrick
Deceased 1987
Emmette S. Redford, B.A. 1927, M.A. 1928
Ashbel Smith Professor of Public Aﬂalrs,
The University of Texas at Austin
Austin

John P. Thompson, B.B.A. 1948
Chairman of the Board, The Southland
Corporation
Dallas

1985

Barbara Smith Conrad, B.M. 1959
Mezzo-Soprano, Metropolitan Opera
New York

Ruth Hartgraves, B.A. 1925
Retired Physician, Obstetrics and

Gynecology
Houston

Bobby R. Inman, B.A. 1950
Retired Admiral, U.S. Navy
Chairman, President and Chief Executive

Officer, Westmark Systems, Inc.
Austin

William D. Noél, B.B.A. 1935

Chairman of the Board, Rexene Corporation
and El Paso Products Company
Deceased 1987

William H. Seay, B.B.A. 1941

Former Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer, Southwestern Life
Insurance Co.

Dallas

Joseph C. Walter, Jr., B.S. 1949, M.A. 1951
Chairman of the Board, Walter Oil & Gas

Corporation
Houston

1986

James A. Baker, 111, LL.B. 1957
Former Secretary of the Treasury
Chairman of the Bush/Quayle Campaign 1988
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.
Dolph Briscoe, Jr., B.B.A. 1943
Former Governor of Texas
Uvalde, Texas

William A. Cunningham, B.S. 1927, M.S. 1929,
Ph.D. 1941
Professor Emeritus, Chemical Engineering
Department
The University of Texas
Deceased 1987

Bill Moyers, B.J. 1956
Journalist, CBS News and The Public
Broadcasting Service
New York, New York

1987

William C. Harvin, B.A. 1946, LL.B. 1947
Senior Partner of Baker & Botts
Houston

Jubal Richard Parten, UT 1913-17
Chairman of the Board of Parten Oil

Company
President of Seven J Stock Farm, Inc.
Madisonville

Jack G. Taylor, B.B.A. 1936

Investments; Oil and Gas Production;
Ranching
Austin

Jim Wright, UT 1941-42
Former Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives
Fort Worth

1988

Robert W. Calvert, LL.B. 1931
Former Chief Justice, Texas Supreme Court
Of Counsel, McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore
Austin
John H. Duncan, B.B.A. 1949
Partner, Duncan, Cook & Company
Former Chairman, Gulf Consolidated
Services, Inc. '
Houston
Vilma Martinez, B.A. 1964
Partner, Munger, Tolles & Olson
Former President and General Counsel,
Mexican-American Legal Defense and
Education Fund, Inc.
Los Angeles, California
Frank W. McBee, Jr., B.S. 1947, M.S. 1950
Private Investor
Executive Consultant and Retired Chairman
of Tracor, Inc.
Austin
Fladger F. Tannery, B.B.A. 1933, M.B.A. 1935,
Ph.D. 1940
Retired Chairman of the Board, PepsiCo,
Inc.
Former President of Frito-Lay, Inc
Dallas
Eli Wallach, B.A. 1936
Actor: Theater, Film and Television
New York, New York
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