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' BILL OF PARTICULARS TO BE PRESLNTED TO THE GOVERNOR ON LABCR DAY,

SEPTEMBER 5, 1966 AT THE STATE CAPITOL IN AUSTIN, TEXAS B

WHEREAS: . Of the 4 million Texas workers holding jobs in
private ihdustry, only 2 miIlion are'cove:gd‘b§ the Fair Labor Standards

Act., The other 2 million are denied federal minimum wage protection,

WHEREAS: Of the Almillion wdrkefs, over 167,000 are farm
workers who call Texas home -- thls figure represénts an increase of
'about 38,000 in interstate and intrastate trave1~since 1964. The increase
'6ccurred in‘all QQCegories:. men;‘women, yoh;hs and families. Farm workers
.who work more thanAZS déys a .year on farm work, figures show -that in 1965
;heir total annual earnings-were about $900 from fa;m wage work on the aver-
age; if you“inclhde‘the cash earninos which‘they made from other than farm
labor that flgure comes to about $1,100 a year, frequently the only source

. of income for a famlly.

WﬁEREAé:,,Tgxas.férmhworkers - regular, sgasonal or migratory --
have thé least sécurity'and the worst wéges and working conditions of any
major group of u. s, Wofkihg people, gnd rela;ivé to othef groups in the work
" force thg}r sté;us has'h;en declihing.,lAs‘membgrs of an impoverished and
exploited segment of the Labor force, they are subject'to a wide range of
~injuétices,and disgrimihations legal andhillegal. The general tragedy of&
their boverty is aggravated by the fact that this pért of the work force is
comprised ofwhigh peféentages of members dfjminority groups, particularly

Mexican-Americans and Negroes.

WHEREAS:~.Of-£he 58,500 Téxas youths under 16 who worked in the
fields inx1965; over 25,000‘had to leave school while it was Still going on
- and return after it reopened in the Fall~--iin order to contribute to the

family annual incgme; o
WHEREAS' The U, S. Office of Education renorted recently that

Texas has more "dlsadvantaged" chlldren than ,any state in the Union. There
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are 398,224 chlldren ‘in Texas famllles hav1ng incomes of less than $2, OOO
a year.- Many of these are the chlldren of ngrant parents or are migrants

themselves.

WHEREAS: According to tﬁe 1960 éensgs, there were 729,218
fuuctional illiteraresyih'the\state,'most of‘theﬁ in South Texas and many"
of them migrant farm workers., | |

WHEREAs- What CORCulnS‘US most is the plight of the working

' poor. It is bad enough to be wi thoue a Job or to have a job of sortsb
which offers only part-time work. It is even worse to work hard every

day and every week, and Stlll earn too llttle to be self-supporting, Yet

this is the plight of 2 million workerS'in Texas,

- WHEREAS: Thelfact'that more toan half of the Texas families
now liviag iﬁ oowerty arelheadea by an employod worker . ., , and a large
per cent of them by a farm worker ; e .+ is a national disgrace by any mea-
sure, Surely it is indefensible for aﬁy American,vfully employed at usefol

work, to be paid less than he needs to support his‘family.

WHEREAS: That is wny;a $1.25 Texas mrnimum wage must be esta~
blished, and that_is why 2 million of wOrkingvAmericans, now denied the
protectlon of the.law, must be covered by it, . The worklng poor refute the
basic assumptlons of Amerlcan 50o1ety, in their own lives the American dream
is a nlghtmare. A $1 25 minimum is the least that Texas can do to eradieate.
‘thls bllght |
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T‘f"—f—. THEREFORE BE.IT-RESOLVED' We believe that the Texas Begesiature

should enact a statute plac1ng a reallsrlc floor under wages for 2 million
workers not covered by the federal mlnlnum wage. We believe that the Texas
minimum wage rates should be 1dent1ca1 with those required by Federal Law.
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