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Ten years have elapsed since the first 3I Forum was orgenized in
Corpus Christi, Texas, Its Metto: # Bdueation is our Freedom and Freedom
should be everybody's business.” with this motto and the philospphy of
5. Franeis of Assisi, " where there 1is hatred, let mes sow love: where
there is doubt, faithj where there is despair, hope; wher: there is darke
ness, light; where there 1s sadness, Jjoy" the American GI Forum was able
to attract people into cur organization who had never before been membars
of & civic and veterans charitable organization. Time and time again it
was negessary to prove to many people including American people of HMexe
ican descent that the GI Forum meant what it said in the constitution.
Time and aga n it was neeessary Lo prove to people that the principle of
equal opportunity and the rizht and privilege to vote was &n idea worth
working for and worth every aacrifice necessary. Time and azain it was
necessary to prove that a that a first class education for the low income
groups, especially the American of Mexican descent was a necessity and the
31 Forun wus ready to work for these ends. All these things vera and ars
the principles and ideas of the Awmeriecan GI Forum.

of course we know the mere ash of writing these prineiples into our
constivution or saying thein does ot make them sc. Periape the one thing
that was distinguished the American Gl Forum is the fact we have acted
on these principlcs. We vwellaved whet we wroets and sald Lns Forun stood
for, We sacrificed and worked and argued and defendec our progras before
all people, Ours has been &an or renigation without fesr of zneaking up
for the truth, Ours has been &n arganization ready to deferd the Just
rights of paogl@ irrespective of thelr racs, ¢olor, or crecd., Ours has
been an orzanlzation wlth the courage to defend and espouse the gause
of those less fortunata people who find cthemaelves without esonomic re-
gources, - vurs has been an organlzation who stoud azuinst the practices
of the "coyotes® to sell us cut to the highest bidder while our children
remain without a first class odueation, our streete remaln unpaved, ouy
rights upprotected, and soms people go without madisal attentlone

We must hold iash and tenasiously to cur principles. The growth of
gthe GI Forua depends upon ouy ability to ¢ontinue along the path of worke-
ing for people who want &0 badly to find honest sad intelligent leoader-
shipe The day will mark the tuwrn of the trond toward vhe decline of en
ovgenization noted for 1ts sbility to produce and not Just put up & bluff
and & front. : :

I went to give my sincers thanks to all the national oiflgers, State
officers, losal officers and wembers of the Forum, Auxiliary, and Juniors.
I have serxved as your national chaiyman for two tewrms and have enjoyaed
every minute of 1t. I have always felt and always knew I was chalrinan

of the finest group in the Unlted States. 1 received the very hest of
gooperation from all Forum officers and members. ¥ therefore agk that

the same spirit of ceoparatlon continue with the eyt Hational Chairmane

1 will not sseek re-elsetion. h ~

Eapero §ue puestya convancion nasional tenga buen exite y Dios
que noa bendigae

o Vicente T. Ximenes
National Chelvasn




