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A champion of many good causes, Dr. Garcia's
most recent and important contribution to Corpus
Christi and its people has been his effort to "keep
the Naval Air Station open". Dr. Garcia worked
together with the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce,
the City and County Administrations, and with many
other local leaders to make presentations to the
Navy Department, Department of Defense, the Congress
and The President, and has been successful in de-
laying the Navy's apparent determination to close
the Naval Air Station. It now appears the facility
will remain open, due particularly to Dr. Garcia's
personal efforts. No other individual, in my mind,
did so much for so many. Some four thousand persons
are employed as civil servants at the Naval Air
Station, not to mention the many, many persons
indirectly employed because of the Naval Air Station.
The Navy is the largest single employer in Corpus
Christi.

For these reasons, and because of the respect
I have for Dr. Garcia, and the admiration that I
know he has from the citizens of this community,
I am pleased to recommend Dr. Garcia for the TYLA
Liberty Bell Award.
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