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‘M'r.‘ Chairmg.n, Members of the Committee, La&ies and Gentlemen:

My hame is Hector P. Garcia of Corpus Christi, Texas. I é.m a
: 'D0ctor of Med1c1ne Graduate of the Umversxty of Texas Med1ca1
School and also Medical Surgeon of WWIL _I am a member_ of the |

‘.Natxona.l Advxso,ry Council of Economxc Opp’oi-tunity.‘.

I wish to thank ydu for permitting me to present my teétimony to
. this distinguished and honorable Committee of the U. S. House of

j Represe ntati've S.

" Iam here to sPe#k fof' time approxi{n'atelf 6 'milliOI; Mexican
Amerfcans in the United St.ate‘s .« Iwas asked by many méthérs
~ who have lost éons in V.’iet.nai'n to come and speak for themn in
behalf of their dignity and‘honor which was t;ar_n;'ﬂ'fad by thé‘ |
_statefneqt made by the Canirnis sioner of Public Welfare of fhé_
State of Texas, ‘Bp.rto‘n Hackney. Who, améng other thinés , as
stated in the article that appeared in many of the Texaé news-
pé.pe_rs,__ said and I quote the article:

"I went to Corpus Christi W‘ednesday and ﬁsitea the._

' hdmes of the worst cases. I ;isé %vent Ato 1.:}.1.e‘.DrAis<:011

Foundatmn Children's HOSpl’Cal in Corpus Christi and

'ta.lked to the chief ped1atr1c1an He sa1d there is

malnutntl.on but not because of poverty bﬁt because

- of ignorance, ' Hackney said."
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M"'He quoted the Corpus Christi pediatrician as saying
there was widespread ignorance among Mexican-

~ American women in the area about proper nutrition.

! WIf a Mexi_can'woman‘had-a bushel of money she would

- still feed those kids tortillas and beans, 'he saidhe . o

‘was told.

. .""_'That's what I'm finding all over the state.'
"'Hackney.said he also had learned sbiﬁe Mexican- |

~American mdf:_he rs were giving up the traditional

- practice of breast-feeding their babies 'but they

don't know how to fix a bottle or what to puf m it. '

 These remarks have hurt the feelings and the digni.ty of the Mexican

America;‘n motlﬂefs Whé ha4ve sent the Armed Fo:rce's of t.hel. United
Sf;a.tes f:ho_usa.nds upon théusands .of theirﬁébns of whom a;c. ieast_ '
350 from Texas d;'.ed in Vietnar;i.‘ Mr Hackﬁey hé.é'insul_ted the
MexicanAAme_ll'icarvx_‘wom'en ana _be“caus;of_ his.‘ stétgmentg'l_féel
that I am honor bound as an Am'eriAcvén. of-Mexicari origin to

challenge Burton Hackney's untruthful Sféteme.ﬁts and to c_hailenge

- him for his prejudice, narrow-min‘ded, and calloused statements. -

"Poverty and malnutrition" in Texas exists today and has existed

- ever since'there was a Texas.
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The truth of the matter is simply that Hackney WLshes to cover up
LT 3 the truth of the horrible sufferino of the Memcan Americans in
. o ‘the State of 'I'exas -- principa‘.lly’ the child'ren of our State.

- ?

| I have here a2 map that shows the counties in south Texas Wh1ch
have the great ma._]oi'ity of p0pu1at10n bemcr Mex1can Americans

‘ ‘YQQ yvj.ll find that in this map there are only .3 countiejs in»south
'Tei:e,s in which tne Mexican American enjoys an incoi'ne of over

.‘ $3, 000 per fear per fa.rniiy. These counties are': EI Paso County,
Bexa.r County and Comal County. In all of the other connties, the
Mexican Ame_rican has an income of less than 43, 000_per year per

| 'family, which is in the Iiof/erty range. There are over 14 ‘peircent
- | . : , iof the Mexican American families \Qho hane an inco-me less than
- $1, 006 per year. Soi'ne. of the Mexican Amei'i.can i'n south Texas

'ha.ve an income (for that county) of less than T$2, 000 per year per

family. These 'c.ounties vinclude Zavala; with en income of .$1 732;

.Zapata, .v-v1th an 1ncome of $1 395 Stair County, w1th an income

1 i .of $1 568 San Patr1c1o with an income of $1 996; Live Oak, W1th

: _‘a.n income of $1, 956; La Salle, with an income of $1, 585; Karne_s,
‘with an income of $1, 620; Jim Hogg, With_ .a.’n‘ income of .$1,. 885;

- _Hiciel-go, 'witl'i an income of $2, 0274;. -F;ri'o, with an income.of $1, 666'

D1rnm1t w1th an income of $1 721; DeWitt, w1th an income of $1 758;

Caldwell w1th an income of $1 833 and others.
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Please notice that not all of these counties are in the Border area

of south Texas - but are also many miles away from the Border

Cared. I

I
)

-

I would like to submit this fna.p and a Statistical Profile of the
. Spanish-surname Population of Texas which vt;as‘ prepared by the
" Bureau of Business Research, the University of Texas, my'almaf_

- mater. There is 29 gne who ¢an ‘argue statistically that Mexican

. Americans are victims of po{rérty and "poverty and hunger' go -

: together as doeg 'fdisealse_ and death. woo

‘It is understandable ‘that a state official that resides in Austin and

_who is paid over $20, 000 per yéar-aind who heads a Depa.rtrhent of

Welfare with few, if any, Mexican Americans would never believe

. -

or understand suffering and even recognize malnutrition unless-

he has lived and fr'a.{reled and been one of tﬁe Mexican Americans_,

" Please notice this chai-t.'

A sirhilar_ situation of the Mexican American exists throughout

the United States and especially in the Southwestern states.  New -

Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado are perhai?s slightly better but
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not very much better. We know definitely that in Texas '52 percent - A

" of the Mexican American families live in poverty. Therefore, present

programs are inadequate’ and n‘qore_ are needed.

. '1;"a.b1'e 33 of the Statistical Pfofi]ﬁe _gix.res‘ tﬂé comparative 1;a.tes of

' tljie‘;nedian inco;'ne- 6f employéd fnales 14A‘yearé ‘of age and over,
i:y e?hnic' gro.uPS: in the five Sqﬁfh;vestieirn %taf:es, 1;95‘9; "The income
folx‘-‘-j Té;ca_é being $2, 029; for New ;\Aéﬁcic;) $2,‘_630.; ,Arizona, $2, 713;

. ., 'C_:"o}ora.do,; $2, 814; and Cali'fornia,-k$3,‘849. All exéept California

are within - poverty range.

iwould like to quote from Chapter ‘%, | Sum.mary'and Cohclﬁsiéns;.
Page 63, Par#gra’ph 2: |

| --- -- “"As has been povinted out in_the preceding chapter, the
comparison of thé _Spanish-surnam_e 'p0pu‘1ation of Texas witﬁ the
Spanish-surﬁame populations of the four other Soﬁthwé stern states
s not very ﬂ#tte ring to Texa.s, .fc')vr‘ fhé s.tate is decidedly infe.i.-ipr
to the ‘o-ther.s in terms of educétiqhal attainment .and i1.1con:1e. The

contract with California, of coursé; isAthev greatest. While this

may be considered natural, because California is a Weél’chy sta_té
with a high level of education and a proportionally small Spanisﬁ-
c Surname population, it should be someWhaf; embarrassing to

Texans to have New Mexico, with a pr0portiona‘11y large Spanish-

surname population, outperform Texas."



I would also like to quote paraoraph nu.mber 4 and the first

paragra.ph on paae 64.

-

A { F---- "On the coutrary, the most fo‘ndamenta.l‘ and recurrent-

. | ;.ndxng for the three Texas ethmc oroups 1s the very large gap

:._ existing between the A.ncrlo populatmn on the one ha.nd and both
the Spamsh-surname and the nonwhite oroués on the other. -
thﬂe. 1mportant soc1oeconomic differences exist between the

' two mmonty aroups, they are in alrnost no case as creat as

those between them and the Ancrlo group. It is, therefore, '

Justlﬁable to describe the pattern of dommance and subordmatlon
in Texas fundamentally as being one with'the Anglo group on

~ one side and the minority groups on the other."

 =e=-- "The relationship of the Spanish- surneme and nonwhite |
minorities to each other. is a complex one. 'TheSéantsh-s‘urneme ,

) groun ie euperior to‘: the nonwhite ﬁ&pﬁiaﬁon in occupetionel and

| inoome characteriotics, hut. it cl}earlly }ags ’behind.thenonwhi_te:‘
‘grou.p in‘edncationai attainmeant.' ' {kithongh'the evidence pre.‘sen'tev‘d .
_in this dis cussion has been' indirect W1th regard to this incongrurty, )

-~ it is evident that, while both groups have be‘en, and continue to be,

-

subjeet to discrimination, the effects are most damaging to the

nonwhite group."
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" Ihave requested the Governor of the State of Texas. to remove
Hackney from the po51t1on be cause he has no compas 31on, under-"
‘standmcr and love for mothers and the1r chlidren. However, thls A
lzs nothma unusual coming from the Department of Public Welfare. A' 4
'I'here is nothmg unusual fo.r he merely reflects the.feehng and
- phﬂosophy of most of the Board Members, Con'u'nissio_ners and
- others in the ‘Department of Public Welfare_..' | . : S
Ihave .here before me the case of J G., who in a south Texas
-county was demed help after he apphed because of-permanent ,
and total dlsablhty After he had been refused help on the local
level " J' G." appealed to the State level and as expected was |
demed the help This is in spite of the fact that a doctor
. testified in writing that he was totally and permanently dlsabled
Th1$ was also supplemented by a doctor psycholoalst who stated

that thls poor and sick man had the 1nte111crence level of a2 "moron. "

Iivould like to present to you the. pictures that were taken of this
‘case and you, gerttlemen, can judge for you,rself by all of these
‘untouched pictures "if they gave him a fair hearing!"

-As you can see by these pictures, this man is not only physically

.chsabled but unfortunately also mentally dlsabled So certalnly




the actlon of this prejudice Board of Appeals is typical of the -
feelmg that the State Welfare Board has toward the Mex1can

Amenca.n. Iknow thatI can depend on the Commrttee to keep
'these prctures __lz for your study and cons1dera.t10n. Plea.se

don't pubhsh them.

I would also like to subrmt»to you an art1c1e tha.t appeared in

. LOOK Macazme several years ago to show you that there has

| been.only slight 1mprovement from tha.t time. Certamly no
n'nprovement.can be expected since the State of .Te:;;as has no -
"milairrlum wage" to help the .worki.ng people. We don't even

‘have a 10¢ an hour minimum wage.

'I'exas has an educati'onal school system that V.althouoh is
1mprov1nc' has not 1mproved sufﬁmently forvmoderntlmes :
In fact statlstlcs w111 show that there are approumately
23 Bercen’c who don't have any formal schoohnc at all And

_ only 2 percent ever get to f1n1sh collecre Th1s is caused by
a combmatmn of no minimum tvage; discrrmlnat1c_>n in wage

‘ level, advancem‘ent _arld 3‘ob ~opportu'nity.‘ Still Texas ‘

) qontinues school segregatrorr under the gﬁise of squence," _

neighborhood schools, free choice or other dubious means.
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ihg poverty level ‘a,.ndb exploi't‘atiqn of i:he Mé#iéan Americah in.
Te;cas is almost imbelieveable and I woﬁld not burden the :
Con"muttee with. étatistic:s but I wogldlikei toAr‘.ec’lue.st the réééarﬂcl.i‘
. Apne.‘o;le to look 'im‘:o the .grea.';t hﬁmb.er éf ‘M'ex.i,can Américé.né Iivi:né
- in su'bstandé.r'd homes; the great gumﬁei- without any runr;ing_w;ter ;
_ tl:re great numbeif'withc;gt hous_é toiiét ‘faciliti'es; the gréat_ numb.er. V
of 'ov“e:-vcrowding.»’ Ycﬁz will fihci that these figurl-é.s in §omé c‘as‘es .
"'.g‘o o'ir;r 50 percent; " A |
'Therefore,.l I come i'xer’e to first dc?ffm»i‘tvel*:y fe_cornmend that v'the'
Commis sioﬁ ojnb Malnuf:rition be apprbved and thét a .go}c;d‘pe,f‘c_ent;
age of the members of the Commis sion‘be ’.'-Mvexic;an‘ Americans"
~and nof only state “of.fic.ers of the type of léurfoh I‘-Ia‘ckney.. | Aiso,'
that 2 study be ma;de' _b.y yourv Cqmmittee ofAthe. Te#as ‘Public
vV\-Télfare whiéh in my 6pinioﬁ is prejudice :and.ais’criminating

against Mexican Americans in Texas.

- It is for thi's.purpos'e that the State Board of Directors of the
American G I Forum of Texas, a Mexican American Veterans’ ,

" family group; met yesterday and asked for the removal of' o

- Burton Hackney based on the fact that he has been neglectful

- -

of his duties; incompetent; uninformed; and prejudiced.
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- As far as the sta.t15t1ca1 report would 1nd1cate. Appendix - Table A- 1,

‘there are over 50 ”poor" count1es that could use the surplus commodxty

p:ogzz'am and the food stamp progra;m and that your Committee should
!, e :

look into thésg gounties and force some of those counties to accept

these programs. I know that some of these counties would never

adopt these programs since they are ﬁot intérested in the suffering,

.' bunger and malnutrition of the Mexican American farhilies. This

1 aAa-.y- from experience of 20 yearsi §f trying fo ‘fig-hf: the "est_ablish- |

ment" which has been a system which has tried to stamp the

"Mexican American' as a second or third class citizen.

However, when the Mexican Amenca.n mother is mgulted so
unjustly and cruelly, we must arise to the defense of her honor.

Who amongst you would not do the same for your own mother?

I wish to thank this Committee for your valuable time and I
hope that you would enlarge all of these programs and if possible
~ administer them through private charitable organizations instead

of the Texas establishment.

| Thank you.



