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~ National Latin
_ ed bitterly yesterda
- Carter’s failure to
to head the newly
- ment of Educatio

appointment y

~ Carte [
- US. Court of Appea
~ ley M: Hufstedler
_ to head the educa
“will have grave
- quences” for him.
~ Privatel
viewed believed
__controversial - appoint
- killed any chances .
‘had of stopping the
support ‘among Latin
Edward Kennedy’
president.

: 41 met with the president and |
. made it very clear to him that the |
Latino community wanted Jerry |
Apodaca” (former New Mexico |
~ governor) to head the new agency, |
'~ said Bonilla. “He (Carter) is fast |
losing whatever support he had |
; l_eft‘in;theLatino'éommunity.’-’-"'r ¥ b

Bonilla, a Corpus Christi, Tex- |

as, attorney, also said that Carter’s | d
‘appointment of Renfrew as deputy |
attorney general should be with- |
drawn or rejected.

. “It's a totally unreasonable ap-
pointment. We have never tolerat-
ed a nominee that denies the |

A,

'US. Attorney General Benjdmin
4 Civiletti says he will appoint San

ga o , Elcl’;’ih S i Francisco Supervisor Bob Gonzales to a
, Slv?:,,an_d_isnoi‘ghtY_W,ayf, ?‘9 said. | national Hispanic advisory group.

. Latinos are opposing Ren-| ©  Gonzales and 15 other Hispanic:
o' et s o g i v b o
law review article he wi:pi‘e in 19771 ‘ cor?cerns of this nation’s S anish-

in which he claimed that Latinos ‘ speaking citizens P :
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N ‘ | The group will convene for its first
i | meeting in Washington, D.C., on. Nov.
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‘Air Force'’ membe'rs; Juan-lshi Orozco, left, and Esteban Villa study designs for Sacramento parking
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Artist Group Takes Off As Royc:l Chacomo Air Force

By Mary Crystal Cage
Bee Staff Writer

Royal Chicano Air Force is a light-

hearted name for a serious group of

Chicano activists.
In 1967, artists Jose Montoya and
Esteban Villa started the Mexican-

American Liberation Art Front in the

Bay area. A few years later, when
they got teaching jobs at California
State University, Sacramento, their

students encouraged them to bring:

theliberation front back to life.

At first the new group was called
the Rebel Chicano Art Front. But the
abbreviation for it was RCAF, Mon-
toya said, and ““people started asking

about our connectlon with the Royal

Canadian Air Force.”

So, following the old adage that “‘if

you can’t beat ’em, join ’em,”’ the
Rebel Chicano Art Front became the
Royal Chicano Air Force.

“We started going to Army surplus
and government surplus stores and

collecting as much flying gear as we.
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could,” Montoya said. ‘“‘People even
~ started donating flying gear.” '

The Academia de la Raza in New
Mexico, a group of oral historians,
heard about the RCAF and started
talking about building an adobe air-
plane, hesaid.

“It got to the point where some

_people came to find out what we were

into,”” Montoya said. “There were
people who came to check us out and
tosee if we really had airplanes.”

- The Royal Chicano Air Force has
members throughout California and
supporters across the nation and
overseas, according to Montoya. He
said it is held together by ‘‘a core of 12
1020 people.

“Orxgmally. it was just an artists’
group,” he said, and many members
were so politically active!that they
didn’t have time for their art. Now its
numbers include. historians, sociolo-
gists, anthropologists and other schol-
ars.

“We used to be the only artists’
group,” Montoya said. ‘‘Now we have

to compete with several other artlsts/

groups.’

. While members don’t dlscourage’

“‘adobe airplane” remarks, Monroya

mamtams the RCAF's purpose is to

use ‘‘one’s abilities to create change.”

The group operates through/a non-
profit organization, El Centrg de Ar-
tistas Chicanos. Artists from’ the cen-
ter teach courses in- postermaking
and mural painting and wgre respon-
sible for the mural on th(e Southside
Parkbandstand

Montoya likes using’ murals as a

way of teaching Chlcanos about them- ;

selves.

“They’re an open' book 7 he said.

“They’re a storytelling panorama.”’/
-He said RCAF members use th/en'

art to dispel the myth of the illegal

alien, to let all 'Mexican-Americans

‘know that they belong here and'to tell

them how thely land was stolen from
them.

He said me group’s message is:
“We come from a people who were

here long before the whxte man was

“everhere.” /.

The art “tr:goers a dxalogue," he
said, and ‘‘when someone asks, ‘what
does this mean,’ a teaching process is
initiated,”

Bl CEntro de Artistas was recently
awarded a contract by the Sacramen-
to Metropolitan Arts Commission to:
paint a mural on the cxty parking

, garage at Fourth and Lstreets.

/ The theme of the mural will be one

xof man projected into the 21st century,
' according to Juan-Ishi Orozco. He will

design the parking garage mural with
EstebanVilla and Stan Padilla. . :

The mural will consist of four pan-
els 65 feet wide and 6 feet 8 inches
high. Orozco said the work will be
done by teams, with an average of 15
people workmg atany one time.

El Céntro, however, is not just an

-artists’ group. It is also the hub of

several other organizations, Montoya
said.



