DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
0C7 19 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE VINCENTE T. XIMENES

Secretary Gardner has asked me to reply to your inquiry of October 2
concerning the collection of racial date for the Higker Education
Compliance Report. i'lesase be essured tiigt tie Department of lealt:.,
Bducation, and Yelfare as no desire or intention to categorize students
of Spenis: American ancestry as otier t.pn write. In a telegram to

Dr. Tom L. Popejoy, Fresident, University of New Mexico, I have stated:

«eoin completing tie H.E.W. Complisnce Raport of Institutions
of Higier Education under Title VI of tlhe Civil Rights

Lot of 1964, list students of Spanisi: American origin under
ti:e column 'white' in vart IIl and insert under 'Remarks’ the
number of students with: Spanish ‘merican surnames included

in eac: of the items in tie 'white' column in Fart IIIL.

te indicasted in the attached agrticle from the Albuquerque Journal of
September 24, 1967, this statement served to clarify our purpose and
intention for University officiasls. We regret sgny misunderstanding
occasioned by the wording of the report and we nope to amend the report
for 1988 to delete the ''other" category.

If I cen be of further assistance, please contact me at any time.

Peter Libassi
Director, Office for Civil Rights
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