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As I think about the problems we 
face in our cities, I wonder if America 
has too much lane! to permit the 
growth of civilized cities. I wonder if 

. we will continue hack ing away at na-
/ ture to make ever more escapes from 

having t o li1·c to get her. as people in 
other countries do. Other nations with 
a better. seme of hi story have managed 
to preserve the city as a place of na-
tional pride; we ha ve permitted our;:_ 
to become m0re · and more_ . pl ace;; 
where only strange rs congre ga te. · 

We have a short h:stC1ry. but a long-
lived sense of government. j\laybc th e:1 
we have learned somethi:i g that othe rs 
have not learned. ;\ iaybe · it is given to 
us to Jive on the · cutting _ed ge of hi s-
tory , to kcc p ·alive the h ope that 11·hcrc 
straii'gers con gre gate today, communi-
ties and · neighborhoods will grow to-
morrow. · 

When I look at the iiiner city tod ay, 
I see it as our ne w frontier. I see the 

.,_ pe ople l ivin g there as our r ea l p io-
· . . i1eers-brave, cl e term ined, ,mgry . men 
·- and women who want in and nol out. 

These are men and w.cmen who want to 
-----·-------
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make out of t!1c materia l of th eir" des-
ti ny, pathetic as that materia l may be, 
a place of self r cspcel. a home , a job. a 
neighborhoocl , a community . . -\ncl th e.re 
arc a num ber of thin gs wt:. can do to 
help th em ge l there. 

01'er a crn tury ago ire passed th e 
Jlomes\cad a\c t to help open up new 
lands in U1c West b~- offering lGO ac-rcs 
and more of unoccup ied lane! to th 0sc 
willing to work it. Same 1·icwed it as a 
way to r c!icn) overcro1rdi ng of thJ) 
eastern dtics--so th is was, in a sense, 
urban lc~!is lation CH' l1 the n. 

The t ime has come to ;11,ply this ur-
b a n htmwste3rlin g p rincipic tu our i n-
ner cities-to offer in1w r city r eside nt s 
t>n co11ragc 111(·11t to reh al.J il:\ :ite dil:i pi-
da l.ed a nd abamfoned hc,1: s i11;.•, in tlle 
knc,wlcd _r,.~ t b;1 t t l: cy wil l hr.'comc o,·.-n -
crs. SL'1·era l c- ;t1 L·s --- B~l~ i;i:orc. \\'i!-
mi1~ gt:in , PhiLdc·IDhia ;,11d ' now \ h,c Di s-
tri cl of Colnmliia~have u nrlc r la ken 
modest \irha n hornestc.:Hling programs, 
and ot !v: rs arc co 11 s id e1 in g dnin;; so. 
Jr, Cong re ss, bill s h :ivC' rc·c:ent ly bc C' n 
introduePd b:v Se ri. ,l ose ;1li Bide n (U. 
Del. ) ancl Hej ,. i\fa rj or ic S. Holl (H-i\ ld .) 

amon g others proposing limited federal 
assis ta nce whi ch could aid homestead-
ing. Ob\'iou sly a n~· urban homes te;i d 
program. will ha1·e to be carefully 
planned , in order to be effective. But 
the goal is unm istakably cl ea r: To show 

. the people in the inner c ity that thcv 
c_a n have a slake in carving com m uni-
h~s for themselves oul of the urban 
-wilderness. , . 

· So I _would challenge a city housing 
au~honty to come up with a pla n for 
a P!·operty nianagement hi gh schoo l. 111 

which young men a nd wom en from the 
inner city ·can take courses in .property 

· managl'ment and make a .caree r for 
lhemsrlv·es out of it. Accordin g to a 
study by the Departm ent of Housi n <> 
and Urban Deve lopment. about a ·qua ,~ 
ter of a million men and wom e n wiil 
be needed in th e years jus t a head to 
m anage the publi c housing uni ts and 
oth er go•;ern~1ent s ubsidi zed housi ng 
now bem g built 111 our bi g cities. · 

· I would ch allen ge a city schoo l 
board to come for ward \rith a plan for 
a teachers' hi gh· school that will gradu-
ate blue coll~r tecJ.chers each year-not 
youn g j a i1itors or file clerks, but ap -
p~·ent1ce teachers from out of th e in ne r 

·city to sta rt 011 a new bottom run « of 
-lhe ladder in to a great prnfession."\re 

' kn ow that th e teachin g profession des-
pe rately needs to create room at th e 
boltom fo r new entrants, if only t o cre-
ate .time for more teachers · to change 
the t able of their knowicclge. 

The Ji1odic-al profession is . in some . 
, ways, al1ead of teach in g, but it h :is 

com e to hu g 1.he hospit a l and th e medi-
cal build in g as t hou gh it feared it 
would los~ i ts place if 1t ventured out 
into tlie urban wilderness .. .\ctually, of 
course , it will lose its- place ii it 
doesn 't do j ust th at. 
· So I would challenge a city heallh 
dejJartment or a gr'cat city hospital or 

. a large pha rmaceutical firm or all of -
them loge ther to come forward 1rilh a 
plan for a network of commu nity 
health serv ices hi g h ~ch_oo ls to gradu-
ate young men and women into hea lth 
extension scrdces in ou r big cities. 

I would challen ge a city bu ildina 
trades cou n,c it to coinc up with a pl a~ 
for a net work of buildi ng trades hi gh 
schools in which the u nion loc;ils 
woulcl provid e. much of the m anage-
ment anr. te aching. 

: I would challe nge th e ba nks of a I.Ji g 
_ply t o ge t t o_get her to fashion b:inking 

. and . accounting. hi gh schools to gi,·e 
_youn g men and 11·0111en a step up the 
ladd e r into th e fin all(:ia l wor ld. 
l \\'li a t I am ta lk ing about is the im-

'. JJOrl ancc o, g i1·i11 g pco;Jlc-young pt•u-
' pi e particu larly--a rea l st ake in llH•ir 
com m u nit y ancl it s fu ture. 

. Th e ~Jco ple on t he ur b:1 11 frontier to -
cla.v i!iay bP a ngry-somC'Lmcs e r c n nu-
Je n t; 1.l1 ey m,:y he d iseo uragcd--ercn 

· a1,,,tlll'tic; th l':,; 11 1;1_,· !;, , h,intlil"apped--
evL'li <'r ip plC'cJ; or dctel'll1;necl --cH' 11 
ob,L·:,;.:ed. nut t:H' } arcn ·1 vorrd, « 11<! 

here lies hope. nut j11 st for th em. bul · 
for \he re s t of us tuo. l-'0 r th e l'lll'I"' ' \" 

of those on the ur h: t11 frnn\ir·rs Loct;\. 
'. 'ou ld ve ry wel l in spi re the re~t of us, 
Ju s t as t lw energy of the pio nee rs .) 
r:en tu.-y ;i:~ o dirl. tn help u~ hC'com c tl H· 
kind of llil\ io 11 IH' ran yet lie . 
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The Medi<;1: A City View 
Some observers hav~ long professed 

to recognize a persislrmt romance be-
tween the press and i:;rogressive advo-
cates of such causes as civil rights. the 
poor, the young and the cities. Dunng 
the hi"h tide of media coverage experi-
enced O by the South~rn civil _rights 
movement i::i the early sixties, it 1s pos-
sible that some of the advocates tl:e.m-
selves began to believe in the validity 
and permanence of that supposed love 
affair_ 

Now, of course, the national lan~-
scape has changed. So have the reali-
ties of med'.a coverage. It has co_me to 
seem, especially for those of us in the 
Urban Coalitions who are concerned 
about stabilizing and regenera~ing ur-
ban communities, that the media have 
increasingly joined those ~n _govern-
ment industry and the middle class 
who have found it easier to abandon 
the cities than to cope with their short-
comings. In Washington, and other cit-
ies, major newspapers demons~rate 
waning interest in and coverage of_ the 
problems of the urban P?Or and mrnor-
ities as a significant national story. At 
the same time, many of these papers 
have come to see themselves as metro-
politan or regional rr_edia. They conse-
quently devote less attention to _ the 
concerns of the local commumt1es 

' from which they operate-most espe-
cially, the concerns of the poor and 
working class residents of the central 
ci~- I 
- The Washington Fast, as a nat!onal 
newspaper, concentrates _on _ national 
and international news rn its roam 
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news section, and on metropolitan 
news in its "Metro" section. 

At first glance, this arrangement 
would seem a satisfactory one. For ur-
ban advocales, it often is not. The big 
local news stories-home rule, Metro 
transit developments, area heating and 
gasoline cuts-tum up in the main sec-
tion, as they should. In the "Metro" 
section, where one would hope to find 
a fairly comprehensive round-up of. 
lesser local stories,. one often finds in-
stead a miscellany of human interest 
stories, crime stories and various 
pieces about suburban affairs. Gover-
nor Mandel and Congressman Broyhill 
are likely to appear more frequently 
than Mayor Washington or Delegate 
Fauntroy. At times, stories on rent 
control, the school board race and the 
Eisenhower Center controversy get 
their fair share of "Met1:o" space. But 
overall, much of the coverage .of Dis-
trict news would seem to justify t he 
kinds of complaints we have received 
from many of our local affiliates 
across the country- that local press 
coverage of central city news is 
"limited", "superficial" or ·"negative". 

The Washington Star-News, less a 
national paper than the Post, may be 
somewhat more •thorough in its cover-
age of local urban new~-though not 
much more likely to please urban ad- · · 
vocates in its general approach. While 
its main section contains more urban 
news, rather heavy play is given to _. 
crime. And while a larger percentage 
of its editorials deal with local area 
proble<>is, they do not always co:.>1e to 
glips w'ith the more fundar.iental prob-
lems of the District. The Metro Life 
section, in addition to the · apparently 
obligatory dose of crime and human 
interest, does contain a relatively larger 
number of serious stories on local devel-
opments · in education, housing and 
transportation. 

Coalition leaders in Philadelphia, 
Denver, Wilmington and other cities 
have expressed similar concerns about 
media coverage in their localities. And 
it must be admitted that those carry-
ing the urban battle in some of lhose 
3O-odd cities might gladly exchange 
their local media for ours. 

1 am . aware, too, that the media's 
readers and viewers may be no more 
turned on by central, cities· and their 
needs than are some reporters, editors 
'and columnists. For all I know, that 
extraordinary piece of national report-
in cr the Post series on urban housing, 
m;~ have aroused less reader reacti?n 
than pieces I would co1'.s1der !cs~ sig-
nificant. 1 well recall,. from the days 

. when I was editing a Black weekly m 
' .. Atlanta, being rather proud of one is-

sue in which we dealt rather thor-
ou"hly with the emerging black na-
tio~is of Africa. Thal issue earned us a 
couple awards. It also bombed -on the 
newsstands While neither large P~-
pers nor small necessarily gear thcu; 
work to income and reader reaction, 1• 
is clear that media refl ects, _as w,elt as 
reports changes in ihe focus and 
tempo of the society. . . 

Hylan Lewis, the distinguished soci-
ologist who headed up the three-year 
study of child-rearing patterns m I.he 
Dislrict developed the concept of the 
<IG.ood Poor" and the ·'Tough Poor". T_o 
judge by mosl media coverage, il 

The New:; Business 

would appear that the only poor in our 
cities are the "Tough" poor-those 
burdened with the most debilitating 
combinations of social problems. 

Polarization in the cities, the sub-
urbs, the nation at large is perhaps as 
acute a problem as it has ever been. 
What can we reasonably expect the 
media to .do about it? Not very much 
more perhaps than report it fairly and 

_interpret the problems which are at 
the r oot of that polarization with some 
sensiti~ity. The media give relatively 
little attention to the middle class peo-
ple who still live in central cities or 1 
those who are moving back; the same · 
can be said of those central cities 
which are 'coming back', and of those 
which, in the words of one mayor, 
''have never been away." · 

The country admittedly cannot boast 
a surplus of metropolitan areas · in 
which suburbanites are seeking trade-
offs and accommodation with central 
city leadership. ·Yet some instances do 
exist where this is occurring because of 
a ,realization that suburbs are ulti- , 
mately in trouble if core cities die. 
Generally, because they do not fit the 
mold, these cases are largely ignored. 

A group of journalists-most of 
them young- suggested several 
months ago that off-the-1~cord sessions 
be set up between newly-elected black 
and brown officials ' and members of 
the media. The hope expressed was 
that the novice mayors, councilmen 
and legislators might have a better un-
derstanding of how the press works-
and might, therefore, make fewer mis-
takes in dealing with the press. A 
week or so later, in the course of a 
conversation between heads of several 
national ,organizations concerned with 

· social problems, it was suggested that 
perhap~ it would be useful to sit down 
privately with key members of the 
JJress to discuss how the media might 
with great.er sensitivity report and in-
terpret post-196O's America. As far as I 
know, nothing much has come of ei-
ther suggestion. 

If I were to guess why, I would sup-
pose that in addition to the prickly cer- . 
tainty that nobody from 'outside' needs 
to tell you how to do your job, there 
may be an instinctive mutual wariness 
about getting too close to those whose , 
primary motivations, though sv;;:e-
times parallel/ are never quite the 
same. 

In any event, I suspect that, when it 
comes to the media. most of us en-
gaged in seeking social change are, at 
best, likely to experience moments of 
short-lived satisfaction. followed by 
long spells of fru stration. Whate•:er it 
means for the society; both we and the 
media will probably survi\·e. 

:\leanwhile. I do ha,·e two words of , 
advice for those who con tinue to sus-
pect the ex istence of a ~\rong and sin-
ister linkage between the press and 
the do-govders: n est Easy_. 
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