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A Citizens' Lobby For the Spanish Speaking



RASSA-A Citizens' Lobby For the Spanish Speaking
RASSA was created out of a need. For years national legislation, political issues, and
major programmatic decisions have been determined largely in ignorance of the
unique needs of the country's 14 million Spanish surnamed citizens.
In recent times, there has been a nationwide development of new leaders and
organizations dedicated to serving the Spanish speaking. This effort, however, has
been primarily local and regional in scope, or has been addressed to non-political
goals. Community efforts organized as tax exempt associations are prohibited from
engaging in political activity.
There was no sustained effort to influence legislation and federal policy at the
nation's Capital.
Recognizing this, the Raza Association of Spanish surnamed Americans was formed
-to fill this gap with a sophisticated, action-oriented organization dedicated to
serving the legislative and political interests of the nation's Spanish speaking, Spanish
surnamed population.
Today, RASSA stands alone as the first permanent national, non-partisan
Spanish speaking citizens' lobby.

RASSA Lobbys For Interests of Spanish Speaking
Many groups support powerful lobbies which seek to influence national legislation
and federal policy to their benefit. Until now the Spanish speaking have never had
the benefit of daily representation at the nation's capitol, free of partisan political
interest, which would seek to sensitize Congressmen and national officials to their
particular needs.
RASSA fills this gap by developing working relations with Congressmen and
important congressional committees thereby influencing directly the content of
pending legislation and directly assisting the development of important legislation
to help the Spanish speaking.
RASSA fills this gap by "watchdogging'lfederal agencies and national programs
to assure significant input in behalf of the Spanish speaking, input which too often
falls by the wayside due to lack of persistent daily activity.
Through painstaking research and community survey fr(¥n the local to the national
levels, RASSA develops its priorities and works them int6 a systematic pattern of
action.

RASSA Informs the Community
Through research papers, publications, and response to specific requests RASSA
informs its membership of critical policies and legislation pending before national
officials. More, RASSA assists the community in affecting pending matters by
providing timely information on who to contact and the scheduling of congressional
hearings. On request, RASSA also conducts research and assists members of the
community in preparing testimony and developing strategy.
As a citizens' lobby, supported by the community, RASSA's only commitment is and
will be to the best interests of Spanish-speaking people.



RASSA Needs You
RASSA, as a citizens' lobby for the Spanish speaking, must be a political counter-
weight, growing in numbers, resources, and sophistication. Your support and
membership will sustain our vitality and will provide us with the capacity for
continued development. We must have dedicated and loyal supporters who believe
as we believe. The strength and foundation of RASSA must be the moral and
financial commitment of the Spanish-speaking community.
Because RASSA is supported by its membership and not by large monied interests,
the dues are set on the basis of need. Dues may be paid in part or in full upon
joining.

How To Belong
Sustaining membership is open to any Spanish surnamed/Spanish speaking person
who is a citizen of the United States. Every sustaining member shall have full voting
rights and shall be eligible for membership on the Board of Trustees. Dues for a
sustaining membership are $100 annually.
Subscription memberships are extended at large to any person who subscribes to
RASSA LOBBYIST, the official publication of RASSA. Dues for subscription member-
ship are $50 annually.
Additionally, RASSA offers a unique service to organizational subscribers. The essence
of these services comprises vital information essential to organizations concerned
with the Spanish speaking community. Contact RASSA for more information.

Please mail the following form to: RASSARaza Association of Spanish Surnamed Americans
RAZA ASSP"2001 \A/~sin Avenue, N.W., Suite 261 'll , i1 TiON OF

Washingt A, D.C. 20007 SPAN/Sli SURIjAMED AMERICANSTelethon&: ~2/965-4708 400 1st ST. N. W. - SUITE 706WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001

RASSA MEMBERSHIP FORM
I am in agreement with the purposes of the organ ization, and in order to insure the effectiveness of
RASSA, I hereby choose to participate in the effort by enclosing $.................... in payment of:

500 one year's membership as a sustaining member 90)
25

E one year's subscription to RASSA LOBBYIST (subscription membership 990)

E] Please send my organization information on organizational subscriptions

Name.... natp

Address Tplpphone

City State ..................................................Zip ...............-..

Because RASSA is supported by its membership and not by large monied interests, dues are set on
the basis of need. Dues may be paid in part or in full upon joining. (If partial payment, please indi-
cate when balance may be expected.) Contributions in excess of dues are accepted. Please make
checks payable to: Raza Association of Spanish Surnamed Americans. Muchas gracias.



RASSA-A Citizens' Lobby For the Spanish Speaking
With offices in Washington, D.C., RASSA is governed by a 26-member Board of
Trustees, representing more than 17 states, who were elected at a national con-
vention in the summer of 1972. Presently, representatives of over 100 organizations
from throughout the country have pledged their formal support to RASSA.

National Board of Trustees
Manuel D. Fierro

President/Executive Director

Washington, D.C.

Officers Members
Paul Montemayor Narciso Aleman Blanca Hernandez Judge Virgilio Roel
Chairman Denver, Colorado Dallas, Texas Mclean, Virginia
Corpus Christi, Texas

Joe Bernal Joe Juarez Santo J. Ruiz
Polly Baca Barragan San Antonio, Texas Omaha, Nebraska Washington, D.C.
Vice-Cha/rman Dr. Arnoldo Borrego Israel Leyton Dr. J. C. SerratoDenver, Colorado Hyattsville, Maryland Detroit, Michigan Atlanta, Georgia
Raul Yzaquirre Thomas VillanuevaLauro Garcia Dante Navarro
Secretary Guadalupe, Arizona Milwaukee, Wisconsin Toppenish, WashingtonWashington, D.C.

Nora Gonzalez Mario Obledo, Esq. Vincente T. Ximenes
Paul Sedillo El Paso, Texas San Francisco, California Albuquerque, New Mexico
Treasurer
Oxon Hills, Maryland Sylvia Gonzalez Maria Off Richard Zazueta

Hadley, Massachusetts Chicago, Illinois Los Angeles, California
Rick Bela, Esq.
General Counsel Judge Alfred Hernandez Ed Pena
Washington, D.C. Houston, Texas Silver Spring, Maryland
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RASSA
RAZA ASSOCIATION OF

SPANISH SURNAMED AMERICANS
~ WASHINGTON, D. C  20001

400 1st ST. N. W. - SUITE 700

RAZA Association of Spanish Surnamed Americans
2001 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. Suite 261
Washington, D.C. 20007

... AT THE NATION'S CAPITAL


