Sept. 10, 1956

Mr, Gilbert Torresz :
State Chairman of Eansas

Box
Bodszsgity, Kanzas

wiVAisly agoreiane Hhe BOLEAS Shad Fou MeCHEE &

.1 ly appresiste the p : -- »
Pirst, I wont to say that our office g:: muberuhg |
cards and appligation blanBe, coples of M}hm L
enclosed. e also have the caps and ping. The Ladkes
Auxliliary caps are on order. sent you a number

of national charters for your signature, and asgked
you to g:leau return them to me. However, I have not
received them as yet. Please send them in as there
are scme new Forums thaot will have to be issued
charters and I do not went to delay thems Then there
is the guestion of the pledge to » National Office
made by the as Forum at the Nationel Convention
in Pueblo, Coloredo. Will you see to it that that
particular pledge is kepbs

I realize that you have & great numbex of things
to do, and that mugh of the work of the Kansas Forunm
is pacsed on %o yous As a Stafje Chairman, people will
have a tendengy %o depend on you for many of the
decisions v0 be made, We can relieve you in as
nuch as any type of correspondence is concerned by
sending oub ILrom this office amy and all types of

serrvespondence o individuals and Forum izations.
Since Ernest Sanchez, national 5.0 s is running
for Btate Rew:a&iw of Bernalille ¢ and he

ig alse chairmon of the local Forum, the national
office is teking on all his dutdies until after NHovember.
And although it is a burdien, we are glad to spend a
few more extra hours at night handling his duties

and in thot way further the aimz and purpeses of the
GI Forum, At present Albuguerque Forum 71 has three
nembers, Sanches, Ghmm‘ua;d Robles for the
Sresyona Soxs Si11 Be mering cay Aok B Hisembe
e ] exre WO : na. A e
B, Jasso, the New Mexico St:te Chaiyman was in from
Santa Fe t_g diagbu& work o tﬁ:ﬂgt;t: 1:{'1. He l:m
certainly been an ex-e 0 though a
times, he too has some trouble with getting better
cooperation from his district chsirman, especially,
But Jasso tells me that he keeps after them until
they start doing thelr dities. l :
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I do not thinkthat the mwtmllﬂiaha
iml&ti I glﬁns this mly b hz;:

e an e»r a
a mmm mast et a donmu. “3
putting out of the bulletin cannot ‘N M cxf for
a week or two awaiting the receipt of news or ot
material, If I remember correct Colorado and
lexico both started their news oﬁm because tho
regulay news bulletin was not bekng received every
nonth as promised, However, New Mexico has decided
%o concentrate on the :usulaz' national office m:mn
until such time as bebtbter facilities are available
foxr the New Hexico bulletin. ZIven now, the New nexs.ao
Forums are not sending im their news ugn to the
Vietoria offlse, and I know for z fect % the
Vietoris office priute jJust about every news mﬂ
sent it, I certaiuly think that Ed Idax now
simb”msws are going & good Job with the news
bulle " R

mwtcwhoaldﬁ.wthﬂzmgaﬂoﬁu
one of the main programs of the GI Forum, It is
consistent whth our policy of educetion for Spanish
speaking children | adults, It i cexrt
heartening to hear of the largc nunbers of children
that attend sqhoclﬂmthatp of Xansas. If as
you say, the blem is %0 get nore amam- into
higher sducation, *hm I m&k go aheaf and
n'::;t mtgakd b ms.mrm. it is i’m uzl i,
restric ¢ ‘ our po
three P tmm e 'éviz%ﬁwﬁm
oTuma on prograns on co.
students as the participants and a number of others

that awarded aelmlarxhﬁ. s Ier wllm work. So pass
on this information teo ?omul sec no
reason for mis-interp mtlngb gan

Inclosed is an licatio Jahn W

scholarships. It be that some of the Imas
college students oﬁyqunlmq

Iummtmmmutm m’blmmh
particular State Forum has. The directives or
nenoyrandums sent out from this off am’th&

to £it each State, The persons recel them
ﬁuﬁ then to f£it their situation. \Mmtim
nemorandums must be interpreted in i t of their

owvn particular sitkations. TFor mpu. e GI Forum
: \
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is interested in defending and protecting the eivil
rights of the Spanish speaking as well as other
Americen citizen. How every State in the Union has

at one time or another cases which involve the
violation of a persons civil rights. However, each
State Torum must of necessity use the best means at
their disposal to solve the problem. In New liexico,
Veceute Jasso may call on Senator Chavez of the
Federal District Attorney, FPaul Larrozolo and that may
be all he has to do. In Texas, Mr., Casias or Dr.
Garcia may have to employ the services of a lawyer
and perhaps get all the Forums together to fight the ;
c¢ase as they did in the Hernandez case., In Kansas, you .
may have a Board or Commission to which you can refer
cases to. Does Kansas have a Fair Employment Practices
Commission? New Mexico and Colorado have a Fair
Employment Practices Commission to which cases of
unfair employment practices can be referred to. Texas,
however, does not have an FEPC.

In the matter of the bracero program, I am not too
c¢lear as to what you mean. The important thing is
thet the GI Forum has worked on the problem of
braceros, wetbacks, and migrancy in general and has
done it successfully. In 1952, over ome million
wetbacks crossed the Rio Grande into Texas, Hew Mexico,
California, Coloradey Arizona, and other states. The
GI Forum in cooperation with other organizations stopped
the influx and the exploitation of human beings, and
everyone knows the history of that tremendous effort.
The attack on the bracero situation is very siaple,
Challenge the farmers request for more and more cheap,
docile, and rightless people., If we =re against the
exploitation cf human beings, then our best position
is to take a stand against the bracero program, I am
fully in accord with the previous work of Dr. Garcha
and Ed Idar on the migrant question. I will welcome
any suggestions as to how to improve our program on
the bracero program, but the suggestions will have to
be constructive. I will incorporste any new ideas
offered on the subject for the Forums to accept or
reject on the merits. As to what I plam to do about
the bracero problemy the last bulletin of the GI Forum
:arriad thg aatigg i wag%d like to see a%l ogzsr ggzuna

o take. ou wj note 8 a rogmo ction

not of wordss want the %orumg %o act ang.earry out
the resolutions passcd in the verious conventionghnd
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and the national convention., These matters have already
been discussed and now the time has come to act, I have
done just that, and I am asking the State Forums to do
the same, I clso believe that our actions are getiing
results, for it hasn't been but two days sgo that the
Governor of the State of New Mexico came to sec me, even
though I had not asked for an sudience with him ana
in our conference promised to instruct the Imployment
Security Commissior %o mmke sure that the local
available labor is émployed first before any bracerc
labor is certified, Our manner of attacking the
yroblem has nothing $o do with sedatives or broken

nes, Bor if that was the case, we would advocate
that the patient be taken to a hospital, No this is
a very real problem which camnot be likened to anything
iz simple &s a broken bone. I have gone iuto great
detail in this letter becemse I an very anxious for
yop to understand our reasons for taking the Lype of
action we take on matters that are important to the
Porum, the Spanish speaking people, and the entire
commurnity,

Pleace be assured that I believe you are dolng
an excellent job in keeping the Forums active in
Kansas, I on also well aware of the great sscrifiee
that is being made by you in behalf of the GI lorum
and your comaunity, I am looking forward %o seeing
you at our national comvention in Albuquergue next
{oar. In the meantime do not hesitate to write and
thpm koow how we can improve the workings of the

orum, :

Vexry truly yours,

Vicente T, Ximenes

Heticnal Chairman
Copy to: Dr. Gareia



