= : 8315 Savage Lane
Corpus Christi, Texas
March 9, 1°fC

Hon., John E, Lyle, Jr.
Touse of Representatives
rashingston, P, C.

Neer Sir:

I would like to enlist your support for & proposal which will be much
talzed o° in the coming campaipns, The problem which faces us is ‘o
pct the streets paved in crowded slum aress of our cities and tovns,

Take Corpus Christi, as a city where this problem is most eritical.
Dozens of blocks in the congested keximn ssctor herc have rourh, muddy
stroets which =t times are almost impassible. The pecple who live
there guffer the grestest inconvenience, of course, but the postmen,
the police, utility esrloyees, truckers end deliveryv people of every
description are ufrected,

Faving of oity streets has always been handle by real estate poople
in developing new residential sectioms, md by the cily und stete,

The ¢ltv peves and mainteins the orincipal gtreets by taxeation and

¢ asuaement. Suzh resicdential streets as are peved by the city are the
resal®. of vhat vou wirht call "unanimous petition® of the property
owners, wo faot the bill.

Tvis 1stter methad simply does ot work in the poorest part of tovn.
vwen trourh trs oelority of the property omers ou such a street mey
v nt and feel the need of nprvement, some neishlors simply cannot spare
tt « monev.

T em firmly convinced that these streets must be praved, repardless.
T tri=k it is stupid and costly to ellow these streets to remein in
the'r nrogent condition. TE 1s out of the question to nssess the
regiderts of this tyoe of section for the money; you would bog down
hefore wvau pot started. The monev must come Prom city texes, or the
state or federsl gasolinc tax, or some such source.

I am apoealine to you and 3r, Lloyd . Bentsen to draft a bill, say,
for federal 8ié to citles and tovms for paving strects in densely
populated, slum arens, I believe this b111 would quickly gein suprort
from & prest major ity of Congress. It would receive stronp support,

I am =ure, from Latin-American grouvrs, who ere just now coming wcelly
jnto tre political picture in many of =our counties. It mry be dubbed
¥nel fare lcgiskition” by some, but it will rally sup-ort from women's
proups an¢ any number of people who now pay the indirect omst of bad
streetss pettiap stuck, retting cor &nd clothes muddy, wasted time,
cxces: ive wear and tear on cars, ete,

Unimproved strects sre outmoded. Powerful aren~ents will be brought out
ta prove it. 3outh Texas has thousends of miles of hardsurface rurel
ronds besides the network of principal highways. I know of paved roeds
tret 1'=crally eo from novhere to nowhere. Yet in Corpus Christi there
sre parts of town wrere fifty ad sixtyv families per city block live on
unimmroved strects, sever=1 blncks from eny e vement,

Cauntv roas maps for Yueces and San Patricio Counties show, in the
Bl edr lend far~in> sre-s, & herdsarface or & ell rosd on virtually every
coetion 1ineew— hunArcds of miles of rood roads,



041 compenies find it worttwhile t+ improve hundreds of miles of private

"lease® roads. Counties have snent untold thousands of dollars to
cxtend roads into oil fields ant to camps &nd rlants, etc. Paved or
improved land-use roeds criss-cross our counties and reach outlying farm
and rench arees and remote matur:l resaurces. Yet our human rescurces.
erowded into shack towns arparently can wade mud for want of & few
hlocks of pavement.

Lenv of these people who live on impassible streets have cars and trucks,
In their deily driving in and cut of town, and in maekinpg long {irips to
tervest mltimill ion-dollar crors, trey pay many dollars in pasoline taxes.

Tris rmonev collected from these verv necdv poorle is then used to build

¢ bridre, not to crose & river, mind you; en overpass so that the bir fust
enrs ean 3ump the rallroad tracks without slowine dovrn. It ia usecd to
dredee up uneounte!d thouseids ol tons of sand and srell on which to

buiild & hirtwav scross the Lapuns Yadre to a playland for the rich and
well=to~do tourist tr-de. A toll of two dollers per car, rcund trin,
will serve in drasticelly restrict the flow of vnoor dey laborers und
cotdo rpiekers who migh® wish to inrede this new pleasure islund,

I am trvineg to contrast these milllon-dollar suverhighway projects such es
sopni©icent thoreline Nrive, the rdre Islond Causwav, and the Xueces Bay
Letsewav, with the spalid end denlorable condition of the strests in

the “exicen sectsr, Tadre Island is Cor oae or twe dundays in a yesr;
sharelineg drive,4 dozen bundays; Verbena Street is fhr Z6F days in the
ear, for the peorie vro live there,

A mini um gta cerd of street vavinge could be reduzed to $3500 per city
binet, without concrate curb and rutter or sidewalks, This is for
esntalt on shell or caliche, which would prevides pood hardsurface

g lewentier stre- . Adfine curb and rutter would treble the cost and
‘e wnt essectial either. As for sidewalks, tha! is a matter Irvolving
nrivete nrorerty, not e public street, and could uot be goac into in
an- gase =1 thoid the conscent of the owner.

i wigkt mention Robstown, alice, Peevills, Yingsville es some of the
towng in vour distriet 1 know of to he irn ~rectest need of this sort of
heln. Sancv seil, when rracded remul rlyv, is sometines pood enourth and
013 redice the number of struuts necdine reviar. You are probebly
cvare, o7 the wov, of tre interestinr nolitical situetion develenirp

'n Robstown und.r the leamdershir of »r. T. G, Bogwez.

Tv elasir, 1 wish o thank vou far wkat vou have hecn able to do toward

Lasnine the ‘nvel Posnital berec open ‘o veterans., snd I am glad to see
mar-arine free from its turdensome taxes end resirictions.

Yours wiry truly,
7
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