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SAN JOBE, Costa Rlea (AP) —
The ambassador sesms to be prov-
ing the point.

The point Is President Ken-
nedy’s theory that U.8, relations In
Latin America could be Lmproved
by naming Spenish-speaking am-
bassadors of Latin descent to
posts south of the bowder.

The ambassador s Raymond L.
Telles, former mayer of El Paso,
Tex.,, America's youngest ambas-
sador at 45, and the first one
named under the Kennedy pelicy.
He ig looked on as a sort of diplo-
matic guinea pig.

Wins Recsgunitien

In the few brief weeks he has
been heye, Telles has made him-
self tha most popular ambassador
the United States has ever sent
to Costa Rica. His charm, will-
ingness te mix, ability to speak
fluent Spanish, and obvious Latin
ancestry have won grudging rec-
ognition even. from Communist
students. ¢

On this, the press, Costa Ricans
and American residents all agree.

“He has the press of Costa Rica
in his pocket,” said an official! of
the newspaper “Prensa Libre.”

And in an article, the newspaper
La Republica sald: “He has all the
characteristics of our Latin Amer-
fcan race and the virtues and ad-
mirable qualities of the North
American people.”

Met Bkepticism

The affection for Telles is in con-
trast to the skepticism when he
arrived In May. What has he done?

Telles wasted no time in identi-
fying himself with all walks of
life. During his first week he at-
tended an important soccer game
between Costa Rica and Honduras.
He gave the “kick of honor” to
siart the game and mmeceived an
ovation. Costa Rica won 2-1, which
heiped the atmosphere, when he
awarded a trophy to the victors

He attended Little Leegue Base-
ball games, entered the social life
} with vim, made friends with top
' officials, was available to the press,
mingled with the lower class.

A Catholic. he attended mass on
his first Sunday In Costa Rica,
holding his rosary, standing among
barefoot campesenos because the
pews were crowded. The news
spread iike wildfire.
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ambassador to Cosia Riea, marches onto a soccer teld with his arms
around the captains of the Costa Rica and Honduras teams. —AP

Costa Rica, which Pas liltle trouble
with Communists, are students of
the law school of the national unk
versity. Telles visited the school,
taiked to professors and scholars.
He was such a hit the students in-
vited him to be guest of honor at
their annual dance.”

He even linked himself with' na-
tional tragedy. A Lacsa’ airlhme
plane crashed, killing two - pilots.
Telles attended the funeral mass.

The ambassador wasted no time
touring the small republie, seeing
what makes the Ticos —- as they

are called—tick. His picture .is in

the newspapers almost daily.

And under it all iz an honest
sincerity which even the embassy
staff reacts to. “The best boss in
the world,” was the way one staff
member described him. “I don't
know how he can find time, but
he takes a real and personal in-
terest in the staff and their prob-
lems.”

“Many of your ambassadors do
not mingle with the people
enough,” sald a Costa Rican of-
ficlal. “It is onme failure of your
diplomacy. But your Ambassador
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Tengn ‘e_erta'(inly does. He's known,

{ .The most active Communists in
= ;’F.?.
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U.S. Ambassador ta Costa Rwa a«@ 5! it

too, as the grlngo who ean speak

excellent Spanish. It helps.”
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TeHes was born Sept. 5, 1915, in

Fl Paso, and avas graduated from
Texas schoals. Me was an ac-
countant unti] he .enlisted in the
Army jn 1941. Commissioned in
the Alr Force, he became chief of

the Air Foroe Lend Lease pro-

gram to Latin countries.

He served in Mexico on a special
mission to the Mexjcan Air Force

frem 1945 to 1947, was an alde to
Gen of the Army Dwight Elsen- |
hower when he visited Mexiroe City -

as US. chief of staff, and later
acoompanied then President Tru-
man to Mexiro on hiz 1947 vinit,

Telics gmved In Koiou, where he
received (he Bronae Star medal
Then he entered politics, and was
elected mayor of B! Paso in a bit-
ter eleettor. in 1857 HMe was the
only Tewans mayer invited to the
inavguration of Mexican President
Lopez Mateos.

Telles .was re-elected mayor in
1959 without epposition.

President Kennedy said during
his campaign that he would name
Spanish~speaking Amerjcans to ams
bassadorships in Latin America,
Telles was his first choice. His
second was Teodors Moscoso of
Puerto Rico, who was mamed am-
bassador to Venezuela.'
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