
AMERICANG.I. FORUM IETTER HEADS:

HONORABLE JOHN TOWER.
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEKAS
OFFICE OF THE U.S. SENATE

WASHINGTON D.C.

DEAR SENA TOR TOWER:

PERS ONS WHO ARE NOT EXPER IEN CED OR INVOLVED IN THE
SCHOOL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION OF MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN
IN THE SCUTHWEST AND SPECIALLY IN TEXAS OFTEN SAKE STA TEN[ENTS AS:

1. I APPROVE OF *61»¢( GOOD SCHOOLS FOR ALL CHILDREN
COQCERNED. SEPARATE AND EQUAL SCHOOLS ARE FINE.

2. THE NEGHBORHOOD PLANS OF SCHOOL ZONINC IS A VERY
FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN DEMO(.RATIC PRINCIPLE. FREE CHOICE IS THE ANSWER.

3. *1* I AM FOR INTEGRATION OF ALL CHILDREN PRO VIDED
THERE IS NO BUSSING OR BREAKING UP OF THE NEIGHTBORHOOD CONCEPT.

THOSE (F US WHO HAVE BEEN FIGHTING SCHOOL DIQCRIMINATION
AND SE@REGATION OF MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN FOR OVER (>_~ ~#JARS ARE
APPALEE AND SURP ISEDAT THE NAIVITY AND IGNORANCE OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS
MAKING SUCH STATEMENTS.

SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT THE WHOLE PATTERN OF SEGHOOL
SEGREGATION & DISCRIMINATION OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILD HA S

ALLWAYS BEEN ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL EVEN BY 188) "THE TEXA S
CONSTITUTION" THAT MERELY STATED THERE WILL BE SEPARATE SCHOOLS
FOF THE1BLACKS".

THE NEEGHBORHOOD CON CEPT, FREE CHOICE, SEPARATE
SCHOOLS, GERRYMANDERING OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE ALLWAYS BEEN USED
AND ARE STILL BEING USED IN T EXAS AND IN THE SOUTHWEST U.S.TO
PERPETUATE THE SEGREACTION OF MEXIC AN AMERICAN CHILDREN. THIS HAS
NOT ONLY BEEN ACCEPTIfD BY THE TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY BUT HAS ALS 0

BEEN STATED BY EVERY FEDERAL COURT HEARING SUCH CASES.L Wd --YAL \55. <Seeryr--€, Gs~X./
I *1 ENCLOSING A REPORT OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND THEIR INVESTIGATION OF SUCH THREE SCHOOLS IN CORPUS
CHRISTI TEXAS TliE SURVEY HAVING BEEN DONE ON JUNE ~1971. PLEASE
READ THE REPORT~N DETAIL.

THESE THREE SCHOOLS, THE EUSTIN ELEMENTAR¥ THE
DE ZAVALA & THE SOUTHAGETE ARE IN A ~SIOE~ING STATE. THErS*E. AL L f#Pfrc
BIRE HAZARDS AND THEALTH HAZARDS. THE SE ARE TYPICAL SCHOOLS THAT

ARE A PRODUCT AND RESULT OF THE ABOVE ENNUMERATED POLICIES. IT IS
A GRE AT SHAME THAT ALL OF US SPECIALLY PUBLIC OFFICIALS HAVE CONDONED
*9CH SCHOOLS FOR THE MEXIC AN CHIEDREN.

NOTE THET IN ALL THREE SCHOOLS SOME OF THEM OVER
30 YEARS OLD THERE IS NOT A "SIN GLE HYDRANT OF HOT RUNNING WATER."
THIS IS NOT THE EXCEPTION BUT EATHER IT IS THE TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF
THE DAMAGE THAT HAS IEEN DONE TO THE EDU CATION, LIFE, AND STATE
OF MIND OF TEE MEXIC AN AMERIC AN CHILD BY THE EDU CITIONAL SSTEM

OF TEXAS AND THE SOUTHWEST.
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THE AMERICAN G.I., FORUM, LU,LCAS, GUSTAVO GARCIA, DR. GEORGE I
SAN ChEZ AND MYSELF hAVE BEEN EXPOSING THESE SHAMEFUL CONDITIONS
FOR OVEK 25 YEARS. OUR VO ICES HAVE BEEN UNHEARB BY THE STATE
OFFICIALS. OUR PETTITIONS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN OFF AS IRRE IE VANT AND
UNNECESARY. OUR EDCUMENTAT ION HAS BEEN TAGGED AS COMING FROM "'TROUBLE
MA fERS" OR WROSE.

~T TODAY IN 1971 THE CONDITIONS OF THE EDUCATION OF THE EXICAN
AMERIO#N CHILD IS ONLY SLIGHTLYEETTER THAN 25 YEARS AGO. WE ARE STILL
FICTIMS OF ?FRE "DSM¢T )) " DE FACTO '& DE JURE SEGREGATION".

PLEA SE READ THE REPORT AND LET M€KNOW WHAT ANSWER YOU HA GE FOR
SUCH CONDITIONS. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? WHZ¥ HAVE Ne?* THE HEALTH
AUTHETTIES AND THE FIRE DEPARTMENTS TOLERATED SUCH HORRIBIE CONDITONS!
WHY HA'~E Mt THE STATE OUICE~ AND THE TEXAS ELE CTED OFFICERa TO

THE U.S. CON GRESS PAS< PASPLEGISLATI(N TO STOP THIS EXPLOITATION.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP SUCH STATEWIDE AND SOUTHWEST
WIDE SCHOOL BYSTEMS. I AM NOT AN ELECTIVE OFFICIAL BUT I FEEL THA\T
I MUST KEEP ON SEEKING A SOLUTION FOR** TO GIVE THE MEXIC AN AMERIERN
CHILD BETTER EDUCATION. YOU MUS JOIN ME IN THES RESPONSIBLITY.

IT IS EASY,WHEN THE OTHE,R SIDE, AND THE CENCERN ED PARENTS ASK
YOU TO OPPOSE " BUSSING" OR "FORCED BUSSING" TO LISTEN TO THEM.
BUT BUSSING IS NOT THE ISSUE. THE ISSUE IS THE POOR SCHOOL SYSTEM
IN TEXAS AND THE S. W. THA T HAVE PRODUCED SUCH A POOR 'LEVEL OF

~DUCATION AND ATTAINMENT OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILD . *~*Ul

BEFORE ANYMORE PUBLIC S TATEMENTS ARE MADE BY PUBLI~ OFFICIALS
CON CERN IN G "BUSSING" I AM ASKING YOU TO SOLVE TLE MAIN/PROBLEM OF
SUCH SCHOOLS, AS AUSTIN, ZAVALA & SOUTHAGE WHICH ARE TYPICAL IN
TEXAS.

ONLY
DO NOT~ BE COMPBEFFE.*Y CON CERNE D WITH THE AFFEUENT AND ARTTGUALTE

CONCERNED PARENT SUBUT BE CONCERNED WITH THE HORRIBLE INDICTIINT OF
THE SYST'EM OF WHICH YOU AND I HAVE BEEN EITHER SILENT PARENTS OR
WILLYN G PARTNERS.

PERFA PS A CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION IS IN ORDER OF THE STATWIWDE
EDU CATINAL SYSTEM. FOR DOCUMENTAN[ON YOU NOT ONLY HAVE THE ENCLOSED
REPORT BUT ALSO YOU CAN FIND THIS INFORMATION IN; MANY U.S. OOMMISSION
ON CIVIL RIGHTS BOOKS AND SPECIFICALLY =

" H.S. COMM ISSION ON CIVIL RIGhTS "MEXICAN AMERICAN STUIB¥*+++
EDUCATION SUTDY" DA*D AUGUST 1971 REPORT 1 " ETHNIC ISOLATION OF
MEXIAN AMRICANS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE SOUTHWEST.

IF THERE IS ANY WRY IN Wh I CH WE CAN HELP YOU WITh THIS
SAD SITUATION PIE ASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ON US. I AM SU BMITTING THIS
LETTER TO ASK YOU FOR HELP. PLEASE HELP THE MEXICSN AMERICAN CHILDREN

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.

DR. HECTOR P GARCIA.
FOUND ER.

AMERICAN G I F ORUM OF THE U.S.


