AMERICAN G .I. FORUM IE TTER HEADS:

HONORABLE JOHN TOWER.

U.S. SENATOR FROM TERBAS
OFFICE OF THE U.S. SENATE
WASHINGTON D.C.

DEAR SENATOR TOWER:

PERSONS WHO ARE NOT EXPERIENCED OR INVOLVED IN THE
SCHOOL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION OF MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN
IN THE SCUTHWEST AND SPECIALLY IN TEXAS OFTEN BAKE STATEMENTS AS:

1. I APPROVE OF $ekés( GOOD SCHOOLS FOR ALL CHILDREN
CONCERNED. SEPRRATE AND EQUAL SCHOOLS ARE FINE.

2. THE NHGHBORHOOD PLANS& OF SCHOOL ZONINC IS A VERY
FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN DEMOCEATIC PRINCIPLE. FREE CHOICE IS THE ANCSWER.

3. #¥*< I AM FOR INTEGRATION OF ALL CHILDREN PROVIDED
THEKE IS NO BUSSING OR BREAKING UP OF THE NEIGHTBORHOOD CONCEPT.

THOSE (F US WHO HAVE BEEN FIGHTING SCHOOL_ DISCRIMINATION
AND BEGREGATION OF MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN FOR OVEI{&_ ; 'MIARS ARE
APPALER AND SURP ISEVDAT THE NAIVITY AND IGNORANCE OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS
MAKING SUCH STATEMENTS.

SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT THE WHOLE PATTERN OF SBGHOOL
SEGREGATION & DISCRIMINATION OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILD HA S
ALLWAYS BEEN ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL EVEN BY THB) "THE TEXAS
CONSTITUTION™ THAT MERELY ST/ATED THERE WILL BE SEEBREATE SCHOOLS
FOF THENBLACKS".

THE NEEGHBORHOOD CONCEPT, FREE CHOICE, SEPARATE
SCHOOLS, GERRYMANDERING OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE ALLWAYS BEEN USED
AND ARE STILL BEING USED IN TEXAS AND IN THE SOUTHWEST U.S. TO
PERPETUATE THE SEGRE ION OF MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN. THIS HAS
NOT ONLY BEEN ACCEPT BY THE TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY BUT HAS AILSO
BEEN STATED BY EVERY FEDERAL COURT, HEARING SUCH CASES. W

LUikwod Two WS . Su

I AM ENCLOSING A REPORT OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND THEIR INVESTIGATION OF SUCH THREE SCHOOL® IN CORPUS
CHRISTI TEXAS THE SURVEY HAVING BEEN DONE ON JUNE 11971. PLEASE
READ THE REPORTEN DETAIL. 24

THESE THREE SCHOOLS, THE ZUSTIN ELEMENTARY THE
DE EAVALA & THE SOUTHAGETE ARE IN A ﬁG{O&ﬁNG STATE. THEY=SRE ALL. TWPE&S
- PIRE EAEARDS AND THEALTH HAZARDS. THESE ARE TYPICAL SCHOULS THAT
" ARE A PROUODUCT AND RESULT OF THE ABOVE ENNUMERATED POLICIES. IT IS
A GREAT SHAME THAT ALL OF US SPECIALLY PUBLIC OFFICIALS HAVE CONDONED
DWWCH SCHOOLS FOR THE MEXIC AN CHILDREN.

NOTE THET IN ALL THREE SCHOOLS SOME OF THEM OVER
30 YEARS OLD THERE IS NOT A "SINGLE HYDRANT OF HOT RUNNING WATER.™
THIS IS NOT TEE E XCEPTION BUT RATHER IT IS THE TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF
THE DAMABE THAT HAS HEEEN DONE TO THE EDUCATION, LIFE, AND STATE

OF MIND OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILD BY THE EDUCKETIONAL SSTEM
OF TEXAS AND THE SOUWHWEST.
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THE AMERICAN G.I. FORUM, LU,LCAS, GUSTAVO GARCIA, DR. GEORGE I
SANCHEZ AND MYSELF HAVE BEEN EXPOSING THESE SHAMEFUL CONDITIONS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS. OUR VOICES HAVE BEEN UNHEARE BY THE STATE
OFFICIALS. OUR PETTITIONS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN OFF AS IRREIEVANT AND .
UNNECESARY. OUER BOCUMENTATION HAS BEEN TAGGED AS COIMING FROM " TROUBLE
MAERS™ OR WR@SE. :

&T TODAY IN 1971 THE CONDITIONS OF THE EDUCATION OF THE MEXICAN
AMERTGAN CHILD IS ONLY SLIGHTLYBETTER THAN 25 YEARS AGO. WE ARE STILL‘ ;
FICTIMS OF #HE "D§JAC¢T)) " DE FACTO & DE JURE SEGREGATION". >

PLEASE READ THE REPORT AND LET MW KNOW WHAT ANSWER YOU HAE FOR
SUCH CONDITIONS. WHO IS KESPONSIBLE? WHXX HAVE N8%T* THE HEALTH 1
AUTHRITIES AND THE FIRE DEPARTMENTS TOLERATED SUCH HOKRIBIE CONDITONS.
WHY HAYE @& THE STATE OFFICEKS AND THE TEXAS ELECTED OFFICERZ TO

THE U.S. CONGRESS Pksﬂ‘RFPAS EGISLATI(N TO STOP THIS EXPLOITATION.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP SUCH STATEWIDE AND @UTHWEST
WIDE SCHOOL BYSTEMS. I AM NOT AN ELECTIVE OFFICIAL BUT I FEEL THAT
I MUST KEEP ON SEEKING A SOLUTION ¥&R** TO GIVE THE MEXIC AN AMERIGAN
CHILD BETTER EDUCATION. YOU MUZ JOIN ME IN THHES RESPONSIBLITY.

IT IS EASY WHEN THE OTHER SIDE, AND THE CONCERN ED PIRENTS ASK
YOU TO OPPOSE " BUSSING®™ OR "FORCED BUSSING" TO LISTEN TO THEM.
BUT BUSSING IS NOT THE ISSUE. THE ISSUE IS THE POOR SCHOOL SYSTEM
IN TEXAS AND THE S.W. THAT HAVE PRODUCED SUCH A POOR ‘LEVEL OF
WUCATION AND ATTAINMENT OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN CHILD. 9{“4 i\ .

BEFORE ANYMORE PUBLIC S TATEMENTS ARE MADE BY PUBLIZ OFFICIALS
CONCERNING "BUSSING™ I AM ASKING YOU TO SOLVE THE. MAIN/PROBLEM OF
SUCH SCHOOLS, AS AUSTIN, ZAVALA & SOUTHAGE WHICH ARE TYPICAL IN
TEXAS.

ONLY
\} DO NOT" BE CGMPEBTE*Y CONCERNED WITH THE AFFLOUENT AND ARTTUUALTE
ONCEREED PARENTS/BUT BE CONCERNED WITH THE HORRIBLE INDICTMNT OF
THE SYSTEM OF WHICH YOU AND I HAVE BEEN EITHER SILENT PARENTS OR
WILLING PARENERS.

PERHAPS A CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION IS IN ORDER OF THE STATWIWDE
EDUCATIMAL SYSTEM. FOR DOCUMENTATION YOU NOT ONLY HAVE THE ENCLOSED
REPORT BUT ALSO YOU CAN FIND THIS INFORMATION IN; MANY U.S. QOMMISSION
ON CIVIL RIGHTS BOOKS AND SPECIFICALLY =

" H.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RICHTS "MEXICAN AMERICAN STUB¥F+++
EDUCATION SUTDY"™ DAPED AUGUST 1971 REPORT 1 " ETHNIC ISOLATION OF
MEXIAN AMRICANS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE SOUTHWEST.

IF THERE IS ANY WHY IN WHICH WE CAN HELP YOU WITH THIS
BAD SITUATION PIEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ON US. I AM SUBMITTING THIS
LETTER TO ASK YOU FOR HELP. PLEASE HELP THE MEXIC@N AMERICAN CHILDREN

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.
DR. HECTOR P GARCIA.

FOUNDER.
AMERICAN G I FORUM OF THE U.S.



