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WASHINGTON — Events po-

litical of more or less general
interest:
. If you should see a congress-

CAPITOL HILL

- Corpus Christi Congressman Looking Over Shoulder As

Stand on Padre Island Park Draws Fire

ten deeply involved with Rep
Joe Kil%ore of NMcAllen on a
proposal to create a bare-bones
p'ar% area of 6 miles with a
$9. on roadway down the

center.
Young explains his po-

on Sen Ralph Yarborough’s
staff. Wheeler is an ardent
88-miler, and has strong po-
litical backing in Atascosa,
McMullen and Live Oak Coun-
ties in Young’s district. While
he_has no ambitions to run

' man with a shghtly . crooked

neck, he may
itig from a kink
caused by look-
ng back over
fis shoulder at
some bright
young siate rep-
resentative with
ambition. B
"Rep John E“
b ik
Christi hasn’t Mathis
‘quite got neck trouble yet, but
he’s been casting many a

i:.quick glance backward re-

Lio#

i

- cently. :

The cause is a personable
Lyoun g__rggresenfa%ive from

Nueces County, Rona

Sridges.
Tidges unquestionably has

' designs_on_a_higher_poltical

setting: When he will put them

. into mofion may well depend

upon_the fate of bills now

sition as one of compromise:

for Congress at the present

Had he asked for more mile-
age in direct opposition to
Kilgore, the measure would
have died in the House.

What many observers really
think is that Young may have
‘been led down the proverbial
garden path by Kilgore—even

to_eéventual defeat. Nlore sen- |

afors_and_congressmen have,
been defeated in Western stafes
‘over. “public :ﬁéﬁk”’iﬁ@@ than
‘over any other one issue. This
could be true in Texas, also.
THAT YOUNG has begun to
feel the heat of public pressure
is obvious, When the mayor
of Corpus Christi, who is also
a promising young politician,
comes fresh from a victory in
a mayoralty election, accom-
panied by his victorious ticket,
to plead for 88 miles; when
the Nueces County court sup-
ports him; and when a state

representative pays his—own

-fime, his advice and support

would probably ﬁo to Bridges.

YOUNG HAS "also_beén
under fire from the polent
Corpus Christi Caller and
other ‘avea papers over his

stand on the island park area. .
Organized labor is in staunch
opposition to him. Even Dr
Hector Gareia, the kingpin of
Latin Americans in Corpus
Christi, is said to be angry
with Young over the park is-’
sue. All told, the congress-
man has cemented some for-
midable opposition certain to
give him trouble in the next
election.

It is something of a shame,
Young has been a good con-
gressman, working hard for
his district. x—%i.s failure now
stems simply from an inabil-
ity To_grasp what hiS™dis{iict”
volers want, or from allowing
Kilgore to exert too much in-

the Congress creating a_na-

way 1,300 miles to testify, it

tional seashore site on Padre

Island. ;
“BRIDGES HAS the popular

should be crystal ¢lear to the

flaence, In"(he end, it will be
Young, not Kilgore, who loses.

‘congréssiman (hal he 18 court-
ing danger.

position: He is for a full 88
mile park without a roadway.
Young, meanwhile, has got-

1T these signs aven't enough,
then there is the presence of
former State Rep Bob Wheeler

There are other aspects ot
politics in this Padre Island
issue. Sen William Blakley has
joined with Kilgore on 65 miles,
although it was obvious Blak-

ley wasn’t fully briefed on
what it was all about. Repub-
licans, and especially John
Tower, haven’t taken full ad-
vantage of the statement,, or
underrate the popularity ol
the long park.

REPUBLICAN National
Commiteeman Albert Bel Fay
of Houston long ago announced
his support for 88 miles as re-
quested by former Secretary of
the Interior Fred A. Seaton.

But Fay hasn't gotten his
position in the record made
in the Senate, which he could
do by sending a telegram or
letter to the ranking Republi-
can on the Public Lands Sub-
committee, Sen Henry C.
Dworshak of Idaho. Dwor-
shak has been critical of the
park, but Fay could probably
temper his opposition.

Similarly, a Texas Repub-
lican expression on the House
side, with the parks subcom-
mittee of the Interior and In-
sular Affairs Committee, would
probably bring more interest
in the bill, - :

This is a safely nonpartisan
issue-~Padre Island--and Re-
publicans would certainly gain
by joining with public senti-
ment. Their failure in Texas
in the past to identify them-
selves with worthwhile publie
projects has been a distinet
political handicap.




THE HERALD AND NEWS, APRIL 27, 1961 Page 2

ANOTHER EDITORIAL---

\ £ S 5 459 ! i {
Yoo ; o By Bl v B
W Wiamwd v o s UE e

-

Jolin Young in Pelilical Trouble?

Events political of more or less general interest:

If you should see a congressman with a slightly crocked
neck, he may well be suffering from a kink caused by look-
ing back over his shoulder at some bright young state “ep-
resentative with ambition.

Rep. John Young of Corpus Chrlstl hasn’t quite got reck
trouble yet, but he’s been casting many a quick glance bc.ck-

ward recently. e
The cause /Wsonable young ere from

Nueces County; Ronald Bridges

Bridges unquestionably has desi eri a hlgher po-
litical settanuto motion may
well depend upon the fate of bills now in the Congress
creating a national seashore site on Padre Island.

Bridges has the popular position: He is for a full 88-mile
park without a roadway.

Young, meanwhile, has gotten deeply involved with
Rep. Joe Kilgore of McAllenon a proposal to create a bare-
bones park aréa of 65 miles with a $9.5 Million roadway down

the center.

Young explains his position as one of compromise: Had
he asked for more mileage in direct opposition to Kilgore,
the measure would have dled in the House.

What many observers really think is that Young may
have been led down the proverbial garden path by Kilgore—
even to eventual defeat. More senators and congressmen
have been defeated in Western states over public park is-
sues Ithan over any other one issue. This could be true in Tex-
as, also.

That Young has begun to feel the heat of public pressure
is cbvious. When the mayor of Corpus Christi, who is also

a promising young politician, comes fresh from a victory in
a mayorality electxon, accompanied by his victorious ticket,
to plead for 88 mi! es; when the Nueces County court supports

him; and when a state representative pays “his own w ay 1,
300 rnles to testify, it should be crystal clear to the congress—i

man that he is com'tmcr danger.

1

If these =i ns aren’t enouch, then there is the presence!
of former Stute ;w 3. Bob Wheeler on Sen. Ralph Yar-
borough’s staff. Wheeler is an ardent 88-miler, and has
strong political backing in Atascosa, McMullen and Live Oak
Counties in Young’s district. While he has no ambitions to
run for Congress at the present fime, his advice and support
would probably go o Bridges.

Young has also heen under fire from the potent Corpus
Christi CaHer and.other.area papers over his stand on the

. island parkrered. Organized lzber is in staunch opposm n to

h.m ;Even Dr. Hector Garciz,, the kingpin of Latin Ameri-
z;s in Corpus Christi, is.said to be angry with Young over;

the park issue. to!d the congressman has cemented some
formi e osition eertzin ‘co give him trouble in the
next election.

It is something of a shame. Young has been a good
congressman, worzing hard for his district. His failure
now stems simply from an inabilily to grasp wiat his
district voters want, or from allowing Xilgore {o exert
too much influence. In the end, it will bs Y~wung, not
Kilgore, who loses.

There are other aspects of politics in this Fadre IsIand
issue. Sen. William Blakley has joined with Kilgore on 65
miles, although it was obvious Blakley wasn’t fully briefed
on what it was all about. Republicans and especially John
Tower, haven’t taken full advantage of the statement, or*
anderrate the popularity of the long park.

Republican National Commltteeman Albert Bel Fay of
Houston long ago znnounced his support for 88 miles as
Tequested by former Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Sea-
ton.

But Fay hasn’t gotten his position in the record made in
the Senate, which he could do by sending a telegram or let-
ter to the ranking Republican on the Public Islands Subcom-
mittee, Sen. Henry C. Dworshak of Idaho. Dworshak has
been critical of the park, but Fay could probably temper his
opposition.

Similarly, a Texas Republican expression on the House
side, with the parks subcommittee of the Interior and In-
s Jar Affairs Commitiee, would nmbably bring more inferest

the bill.

'”hxs is a safely roup"rtls:m issue—Padre Island—and
Republicans would certainly gain by joining with public
timent. Their failure in Texas in the past fo identify:
mselves with worthwhile public projects has been a dis-;
tinct political handicap.

i
—Jim DMafiis’ columm iz The Ilouston Post Sunday, April i
23, 1861. i




