USAID/Quito
c/0 American Embassy
Quito, Ecuador

Dear Hector:

I am enclosing a letter written to Arch Napier, TiﬁELife
correspondent. As you can see there is a possibility of
getting a story in Time-Life magazine and I will of course
keep you informed of the situation. I do not want to bring
the matter up before the GI Forum because the "operation amggo"
project is going along real well. Procopio sent me the news
clippings of your trip to Albuquerque. I would like to get
other organizations such as the Medical Association to help
out in the project for the San Juan de Dios Hospitale

I am enclosing some pictures of the hospital to have them
shown to the Assocasfdonm. If you think this project will
interfere with the Joperation mmigo" project in Vorpus Christi
then do not mention it to anyone as I beliefe 1 can get some
aid from San Antonio.

Please give my regards to veryone there. I certainly
miss you and all the members of the Forum.

Tu amigo,

Chente



UBAID/Quito
¢/0 American Lmbas.y
Quito, Leuador

Mre. Arch Napiexr
Time-~-Life Coriespondent
Pe. O Box 1l62
Albuguergue, New Mexico

Dear Arechs

The iexico City office of Life magazine have finally
come through with the first copy of your couplimentaery sub-
scription. They evidently could not understand why a letter
addressed to Albugquerque sno.ld be answered by & person in
Quito, bcuadore 1t took them three months and two pieces of
coriespondence before they figured the puzzle.

I have run acress a story worthy of interest to the editers
of Life. There is a hospital, San Juan De Dios, which will
clebrate the 400th annivers in 1965. &ince it's founding
on March 9, 1565, the hospital has never closed for a single
daye It was the only hospital in Quito until 1919 when a
militery hospital was addeds 1 have not been able to veiify
if the hospital is the oldest in the western hemisphere, It =«
would seem that it is, but Mexico might have one olier than
the San Juan De Dios Hospital.

The King of Spain was named as the founder of the hospital,
and the oiiliclial sct states that no one will be denied admittance
because of race (Indians, Mestizos, Spaniards) orgpoverty. The
hospital was to be a charitable institution for all and those
who could uot pay were to be trested in the saume manner as
those who contributed. The act furtiher states that no religious
person would be aliowed to interfere in the administration of
the hospitale 1 believe the prohibition against religious
persons applied to archbishops and church ofiicials, because
today the hospital is run by the Cstholic sisters of Charxity.
There is a discriminatory clalse in the act which sates that
"separcte but equal" quarters are to be furnished the Indians,
Today the hospital does not have separste wards for the Indiuns.

i visited the 200 bLed hespital a couple of days ago and
was amazed that it functions as well as it does in spiteméf.
the lack of medical equipment and facilities. 1 took some
pictures which are enclosed. Would you be so kind as to investigate
the possibility of a story by Life. I am interested in get.ing
publicity which will result in aid to the hospital. Dr. Luna,
an icusadorean physichen is drawing up a list of some items such
as microscopcs, weight scuales, and other things that can be
easily sent ifrom the UsSe Dre Hectoxr Garcia of Corpus Christi
and My brothex, Dr, Lduardo Aimenes of San Antonio will be askecd
t0 bring the matter up before their respective Kmidxesk local
liedical Ascociation. 1 believe transportation cen be furnished
by militaxry plane or kxx ship.

+» Let me know what you think of
Tu aulgo
Vicente

the ideas
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GI Forum Founder
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