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DAL JoR
_Bs*Fovernor David Cargo,

1S tall dark-haired, . attrac-

tive and- very” outspoken —_
as” President" leon hlmself :

“once Ieamed ig

Tt 3 was “at the Repubhcan. gov— =

conference in.-
“last® December

-ernors’
Springs, Calif.;

.. “that~Mrs: Cargo took*the~then=
. president-elect aside- and - lect-

ured him sharply on:the prob--

~_lems—of- the- Memcan-Amencan

mmonty in the” Southwest- 3

p He has: also: set his talent hun-

ters to work lookmg for Mexican-

° Americans: ‘he”’can appoint” to

high. places - in: the- administra-
tion. The: search ‘has not

_been easy. It-has been com-

plicated " in’. part . by the’ frag-
mentatmn\of he Mexican-Amer-
ican* community which means

"' that'some 200 organizations exist"
“and” ‘all’ of'! them cannot be
‘pleased at” once :

If is comphcated also b}f the
“fact” that- the’ vast majority = of
Mexican-American ~veters. :are
Democrats- and: the Nixon.’ ad- :
mmxstrauon;wants_m_be_w

“Ztul notto reward unnecessarily:

*the Small Busine:

been growm° mb,reasmgly vol-
atile:

In Washington; tllere has been

-pointment’of Mexican-Americans
to policy-making positions.
Controversy, for‘example, sur-
rounded 'the ql(x,%tiom of “who
would be - appointéd director of
E “Administra-
tion:- Hilary-J. Sandoval Jr:, a
Mexican-American} businessman
of  El Paso;:was. 50: certain he

< would’ get: the=job'-that,: amidst: .
“.great: publicity;: he dropped: out/:.
~of -the.race=for mayor: of that_-

city—an._ election- he -had. jSome.
-chance; of _winn Méf'ijmz‘?f‘f't

tlon got trapped m a patronaoe

Mr. . Nixon:listened attentlvelywthosewho turned-out anti-Repub- . battle. when: Robert Podesta, a

log of grievances:. When it was

. all over, he-promised her some-

thing would be"‘done~
Now he-is faced’ ‘with fulﬁlhng

-that'promise.and winning the re- "

spect..and. attention -of the 10-

v'mﬁhon-s tr en g Mexican-Ameri- -

ean’ mmonty in.the United. States ...
--he. is. trying,-to . win - the: .
'T%pea “of _the. nation’s larger,.,

more:’ veeal black - mingrity.

) 'I‘he president’s problems with -
the Mexican-Americans are at'

least “as. difficult to solve—per-
haps.-even: more so—than  those
with- the blacks. Leaders of the
minority say teo few: officials in
Washington, too few 'members
of the se-ealled establishment,.
realize the plight of the Mexican-
Americans.

To--address himself to "that’

problem Mr."Nixon has. stepped -«
in where former President.John-

son feared - to “tread:* “He ~has"

given an order to:his assnstants

"to begin planning a: White' House ",

conference on . Mexican-Ameri- -

can affairs that would ence and:

for = all’ bring the minority’s..

grievances out in the- open for’ -

- as Mrs..‘Cargo ran:down a cata-« -lican:votes: in: last Novembere

electxon

* Considering all thls, ‘even My
leon s* critics; “are : 1mpressed"~
- byithe opportumues “facing theu,
‘administration: to' at ence de
somethmg ‘about:problems -that:
are begging for- solution; and at;:
the same ‘time score: unportant
pohtlca] points. ¢ : ;

“He-wouldn’t have to do: much‘,
to- outdo. the Johnson administra-
tion,” one former functionary of
the New Frontier and Great
Society: said. ‘“‘He- has a- great
opportunity but the only prob-
lem is that if he listens to the
Republican - politicians - of - the
Southwest. — except for Gov.
Cargo-and Rep. George Bush—

-

-he’ll blow. it.”” Bushiis-the Re<::.
publican’: congresSman: frem =’

Houston, Texas, ‘who: has: spent
long  hours cultlvatmg Mexican-
American support for the Re-
publican -Party. : ¢

- Ror years; the MexXican-Ame-. -
icans in the Southwest have been
_known. as the “silent- mmorlty"

o

“or’ the-*‘forgotten: minerity’*. but,

“with:the growth of black militan-
cy, theMexican- Amel icans’ h_a_ge“.;

Chlcago« Repubhcan ‘with  the
“backing “of > Sen)"* Everett= Mc:
- Kinley  Dirksen: (R-IIL.), also
made a pitch for| the “job: The
problemr was resolved by: giving
the-SBA- postto Sandoval, and
making Poedesta ' an . assistant
secretary of commerce: for gco-

* nomic development:: =7

A much knother-problem re-

““volves: around the’ fate--of:Dr.

Hector Gareia of Corpus: Christi,
Texas, the physician-politician
who was -closely alhed to: Presx-
dent Johnson.

Gareia had been appointed” by
Johnsen te the Civil Rights Com-

. mission but Nixon withdrew the

appeintment. along; with a num-
ber. of others by Johnson, osten—
sibly. so he can.review them
Now-if “Nixon does not again
submit Garcras nomination—or
that of .some ' other Mexican-
.American—he will:run the dan-
-gers of bemg accused of* taking

© away gains the Mexxcan-Amer-.
-ieans had already made: On the
other hand, " if he ‘does appoint
_Garvcia, he will be naming a man

..whose. political.” hine - de-
“livered an’ estunadmrpe a[doad
of the vote' in hﬁmmun[nmm \v

B Foorhentl i e DR o

Nixon’s opponent. last; Novem--

"ber, Hubert H. Humphrey. Some .
~say it was the. Mexican-Ameri-:
increasing’ pressute’ for: the ap-~.can:vote that thDEd Texas to.

Humphrey.

-Despite this pohtlcaL embar-
rassment, indications: are that..

.Garcia’s appointment 1% notiyet.

dead.: The commission by slaw -
must. be politically- balanced...

s,among - Repubhcans and Dem-

ocrats.

These- two JObS in themselves,
however, will not be. enough to
satisfy.. “‘the = commumty

with:_various__segments:: of. the
community has# alsor cometup in,
the preliminary::: worlrs- on: the
White House:: conference: ar-

les-H. (Bud)? Wilkmson,;Nxxons :
. _special consultant: on.-various: .

matters, has:beemn.given respon-
snbxhty;forlorgamzmg the- con-
ference and“hefin-turn has put
a deputy;’ James _Atwater, . a
former magazme
work 5

LS Wetve made great mroads T
Gov. Cargo told a Los Angeles
Times reporter recently, “but I
seemed . to sense during the. elec-
tion that there wasn’t any great -
enthusiasm for the president. I
don’t think there: was\ any up-
surge for Humphrey either. They
leaned very definitely toward a
Kennedy. or: a- Rockefeller . . .
(The late Sen.. Robert F. Ken-
nedy was well-known as a cham-
pion of Mexican-Americans.) .

“We’ve just  about been con-
ferenced out.... In northern
New Mexico, they couldn’t eare
less about a conference . . .
They want people to be employ-
ed locally.”

The .Cargo lecture goes on in
this vein, making a plea to the
Agnculture Department: to let
contracts - on —government. land.
locally to individuals rather than

Wnter, to-
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to- huae out~ f-state compames

.~ as: tolbulltL roads S0 that:.children = *
: Memcan-Amencan ‘Téaders: have -
‘begun~ calhng their constituency. . villages. rather- than. spreading

~~-=The~question” of how' to. deal

‘can’ get to school from: isolated

poverty: money around to, clear
up welfare problems

- “T’'ve-tried: to convince them

(the bureaucrats) that they (the
. Mexican-Americans). need- very
- 'simple;. direct -things. It doesn’t
have' to be-sophisticated, doesn’t
-have' ‘to be- involved but they
have.get to-have things they.can
see, they can feel, they: can
understand.” " - ¢

Cargos talks hke a pohhcxan
as well*as:a humanitarian: - -

“We ean pick’up a tremend-
ous amount of strength from the
Spanish~speaking people and we
displayed “that.” “He then goes
" on to recite how he has gamed

" strength. among' Spanish-speak-

ing voters and has taken. great

pains to appoint representatives.

of the minority to various state
commissions and: boards, - in-
cluding the" Board of Regents of
the University of New Mexico.

There-is no- doubt that Nixon
would have listened mtently to
such a story.

Transferred. - to the...national .

stage; Cargo’s success story rep-
resents_the kmd of program that
could bring Nixon great di-
vidends, not only. among the
silent minority of the Mexican-
Americans: but- -perhaps. among
the meore vocal blacks as-welk”




