
56ck 9. Lcia, 911@.
1315 BRIGHT

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78405

PHONES: JULY 15, 1974
OFFICE: 883-3982
EXCHANGE: 884-6247

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED LEADERSHIP OF MEXICAN AMERICANS IN OUR STATE OF TEXAS
ARE SHOCKED AT THE RACISTS' ATTITUDE AND CAT .T AUS ACTION OF THE FOLLOWING STATE
AGENCIES, BOARDS, AND THE MAJORITY OF THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE.

1. THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE WHERE MANY RACISTS AND BIGOTS ARE BANDING
TOGETHER TO DENY MEXICAN AMERICAN AND BLACK CHILDREN THE GUARANTEES OF ARTICLE
VII SBCTION 1 OF THE PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTION ALREADY ADOPTED BY THE OONSTI-
TUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1974 WHICH STATES:

SEC. EQUITABLE SUPPORT OF FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
A GENERAL DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE BEING ESSENTIAL TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE
LIBERTIES AND RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LEGISLATURE HAS THE DUTY TO ESTABLISH
AND PROVIDE BY LAW FOR EQUITABLE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF AN EFFICIENT SYSTEM
OF FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS BELOW THE COLLEGE LEVEL. THE SYSTEM MUST FURNISH EACH
INDIVIDUAL AN EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY, BUT A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY PROVIDE
LOCAL ENRICHMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS OVER AND ABOVE THE LEVEL PROVIDED BY
STATE CONSISTENT WITH GENERAL LAW."

2. THE TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY HAS NOT TAKEN STRONG ENOUGH ACTION AGAINST
LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS WHO ARE VIOLATING THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF MEXICAN
AMERICAN CHILDREN AND BLACK CHILDREN BY DENYING THEM "QUALITY" EDUCATION.

9. THE TEXAS BOARD OF EDUCATION BY MAJORITY VOTE AND ACTION SEEMS TO BE
CALLOUSED AND DISINTERESTED IN CORRECTING THESE SAME DEFICIENCIES AS EVIDENCED
BY THIS WEEK'S MEETING, WHEREIN A PETITION TO INVESTIGATE DISCRIMINATION IN
HOUSTON, TEXAS WAS TREATED LIGHTLY AND DENIED.

WE FEEL THAT STUDIES AND INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE LAST 138 YEARS HAVE SHOWN
THAT SUCH A GENERAL ATTITUDE OF DISCRIMINATION AND PREJUDICE AGAINST MEXICAN
AMERICANS IN SCHOOL STILL EXISTS IN TEXAS TODAY. SIX STUDIES DONE RECENTLY BY
THE U.S. OOMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS ON THE EDUCATION OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN
CHILD DOCUMENTS SUCH FINDINGS.

THEREFORE, WE FEEL THAT BECAUSE OF SUCH ACTIONS AND ATTITUDES, THAT IF
ANY PART OF ARTICLE VII SECTION 1, IS CHANGED WE WILL NOT SUPPORT, SPEAK FOR,
OR VOTE FOR ANY PART OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION AND WE WILL ASK AND ENOOURAGE
ALL OF OUR MEXICAN AMERICAN PEOPLE TO VOTE COMPLETELY AND TOTALLY AGAINST ALL
OF THE CONSTITUTION WHEN IT COMES UP FOR A VOTE.

TB.EGRAMS OF OUR DECISION WERE SENT TO GOVERNOR DOLPH BRISCOE, ATTORNEY
GENERAL JOHN HILL, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, PRICE DANIEL JR., LT. GOVERNOR BILL
HOBBY, THE TEXAS BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE TEXAS EDUCATIONAL AGENCY, SENATOR
MIKE McKINNON AND MEMBERS OF THE LBGISLATURE.
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