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July 13, 1979

Hon. Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

This letter is written in solidarity with our brothers and sisters
in Arizona and throughout the country. While we are very pleased with
the decision to convene grand juries in the Hanigan and Sinohui cases, we
are most apprehensive that the Department of Justice will fail to secure
indictments and ultimate convictions in these two highly important human
rights cases.

Hispanic, church, labor, and other national civil rights leaders are
distressed that in too many instances the Department has convened grand
juries to "investigate" brutality cases but has declined to actually re-
quest indictments. This happened in the Lozano (Odessa, Texas) and
Gallegos (Waco, Texas) cases, where although the United States Attorneys
wanted to seek formal charges and proceed to trial, the panels were dis-
missed under orders from Washington before being allowed to finish their
business.

We also note that in the Hernandez (Austin, Texas) and Ramirez
(Albugquerque, New Mexico) cases, grand juries were prohibited outright,
despite the fact that local federal prosecutors closest to these cases
were desireous of instituting proceedings. It is indeed alarming that
in Ramirez, the City of Albuquerque paid the murdered victim's family
$80,000 after admitting liability and wrongful police conduct. BAnd yet
an indictment could not be obtained!

Similarly, in the Benavidez case (Oakland, Calif.), the City paid
the slain youth's parents $50,000 after a consent decree acknowledging
liability and wrongful conduct. Moreover, we will never forget the
Department's callous refusal to seek an indictment for the senseless
police killing of handcuffed, twelve-year-old Santos Rodriguez. This
travesty thoroughly unmasked the hypocrisy of President Carter's human
rights "policy."

What good are grand juries in cases of brutality against Hispanics if
indictments are not permitted? Indictments have been brought in only two
cases, Morales and Torres--only after relentless pressure from the com-
munities. Grand juries are used with vindictive passion to fill the
federal jails with our people. Why are they not used with equal fervor
to enforce our civil rights? Unless the Administration protects these
sacred rights, this government will surely suffer serious embarrassment
from filings before international tribunals of charges of human rights
violations in the United States.”
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We are still a long way from justice in the Hanigan and Sinohui cases.
This time we expect vigorous investigatioms capable of justifying probable
cause findings. We expect indictments and aggressive prosecutions.

Hoping to hear from you soon, we remain

@ euizmine Lranda
Benjamfn Aranda’
National President

La Raza National Bar Assoc.

%222~

‘ ar E. Chavez, Presid
United Farm Workers of
America, AFL-CIO

2109,

f

0 Gomez
Di
Migrant Leoal Actlon Program
zwa,.//

/géi'a%ar "Bud" €Tna
Immediate Past President
National IMAGE, Inc.

~::g;zsi;\X\Qthnq_
Jose A. Medina
Associate Director

Houston Centro Para Inmigrantes

Donald N. Pacheco

National Chairperson
American G.I. Forum

Flpndy fozo b

Eduardc Pefla, Jr.
Immediate Past President
League of United Latin
American Citizens (LULAC)

Sincerely yours,

N~

ol Bl

Ruben Bonilla, Natl. President
League of United Latin
American Citizens (LULAC)

G iy Yot

Mujeres En Accion

\

Tom Jones, Executive Director
National Aséociation of
Farmworker Organizations, (NAFO)

&%ﬁz%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ{5Qf/Q?f§£%%%é:%211341/

Raymond F. Martinez
Major, USAF (Ret.)

NS

Alfredo C. Montoya

Executive Director

Labor Council for Latin
American Advancement, (LCLAA)

5/ Vot

Gilbert Padilla, Sec/Treasurer
United Farm Workers of
America, AFL-CIO

{ A
(i = -
m V7R

Al I. Perez, Associate Counsel
Mexican American Legal Defense
and Educational Fund (MALDEF)




o A

Hon. Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General
July 9, 1979

Page 3

/" ) //) S —

! ! /’/ ".i pal
Gary Potter, President
Catholics for Christian
Political Action (CPLC)

)
A,\ . '//\/"»

Elisa Sanchez, Natl. President
Mexican American Women's”
National Association (MANA)

N\

Raul Yzaguirre™ ~
President

National Council of La Raza.

Lot (Bl S L.

Fathey/Virgil C. Blum, SiJ.L/
President

Catholic League for Religious
and Civil Rights

Pablo SediXlo, Jr.

Mantel Romero
National Co-Director
La Raza Legal Alliance

.. ( |

Ruben’ Sandovaljy|Legal ‘Counsel
League of United Latin
American Citizens (LULAC)

e/

Executive Secretary
Catholic Secretariat for
Hispanic Affairs, NCCB/USCC

S s

N" o L oF 2

_;“' o'«x '\f /’4 < R
Dav1d Montoya
National President

National IMAGE, Inc.




OFFICERS

Hector E Campoy. Co-chairperson
Erika Kreider, Co-chairperson

Patty Moreno, Secretary

Joe Robles, Co-treasurer

Peggy Hutchison, Co-treasurer

MEMBERS

ACCORD

Alerta

Amigos de Cuba

Barros Uridos - El Rio

Center for Social Change

Clergy United for Justice

Cochise County Committee for Justice
on the Hanigan Case

Design Center

El Rio Neighborhood Center

Hispanic Community Minstry —
Lutheran Church

Iglesia Luterana - San Juan Bautissa

La Raza Legal Alliance

Manzo Area Council

MEChHA, University of Arizona

National Coalition on the Hanigan Case

Nuclear Free State

San Ignacio Yaqui Council

Social Justice Commussion,
W Prov Redemptorists

Southern Arizona Chapter
National Lawyer's Guild

Spanish Speaking Apostolate of Catholic
Diocese of Tucson

Teatro del Pueblo

Traditional Indian Alliance

Tucson Committee on Human Rights
in Latin America

Tucson Consortium for Chicano Issues

Tucson Friends of the Farmworkers

Tucson Metropolitan Ministry

Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom

Worker's World Party

Young Worker's Liberation League

LEGAL COUNSEL
Willham Risner, Tucson
Ruben Sandoval. San Antonio

Tucson Coalition For Justice
P.O. Box 5279
Tucson, Az. 85703

March 4, 1980

Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti
United States Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

The Tucson Coalition for Justice and the community
of Tucson are concerned about the Department of
Justice's delay in its decision to indict former
South Tucson Police Officer Christopher Dean for

the killing of Joe Sinohui, Jr. in Tucson on July 2,
1977. 1In all too many similar cases, the Federal
Grand Jury has been used to temporarily placate
those who demanded justice and to defer a decision
to not prosecute until a politically expedient
circumstance arises. (See the enclosed letter dated
July 13, 1979 from the National Coalition on the
Hanigan Case.) This is a situation which is intol-
erable and which we wish to avoid in the Sinohui case.

The exceedingly long delay or a decision to not
prosecute cannot be justified in this case upon the
basis of "inconsistent" evidence, possible civil
redress, the prior State criminal proceeding, or an
overburdened Department of Justice staff. Any in-
consistencies in the abundant evidence of this case
either are unsubstantial or are self-serving and
unbelievable declarations against the great weight

of the credible evidence. Foremost among the purposes
of a trial is the resolution of any such inconsisten-
cies. Any civil remedy in this case will not satisfy
the objectives of criminal law, namely, the deterrence
of and societal non-acquiescence to such an egregious
act. "While it is conceded that the Department of
Justice is burdened with activities such as ABSCAM,
MIPORN, and the migration issues of Iranian students
and U.S. Olympic athletes, the Department should
establish as a priority the vindication of basic

civil rights.

We cannot help but believe that a thorough investi-
gation will establish the requisite probable cause
for an indictment relating to the killing of Joe
Sinohui, Jr. and the cover-up which ensued.
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It is essential, therefore, that a speedy indictment be
returned.

Enc.
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