WASHINGTON REPORTS - - -
to STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEES

U.S. Commission on CAvil Rights, Office 0§ Field Operations, Washington, D.C.20425

November and December 1975

Dear Advisorny Committee Member:

The Commissionens in November announced the new 10-month
agencywide study on school desegregation. This special emphasis
profect - and otherns 1 anticipate will foLLow Lt - meets some of
the need, expressed by Advisory Committee Chairpersons during the
August conference, for morne coordinated efforts between Advisory
Committees and the Commission, for more gocus Ain the utilization
o4 resources, and for more centralized planning.

Chainman Arnthur FLemming and Stagd Director John Buggs
discussed the project with many of you during the three regional
conferences held in November. 1In earnly December, Chairman FLemming
wrnote to all Advisory Committee members outlining the new study.
You should have received this communication, s0 1 will only briegly
descnibe the schedule fon Advisorny Committee-regional office
profects.

Oniginally, Advisony Committees were asked to participate in
40 case studies of school districts and 6 open meetings. The
schedule now calls for a minimum of 24 case studies - 3 in each
negion - and 4 open meetings. Sites for open meetings will be
selected grom necommendations made by the regional office directons
in consultation with Advisorny Committee Chainpersons.

The basis fon the case studies is a questionnaire which was
submitted to negional offices gor comment in Late November. Re-
ginements were made Ain response to that review as well as o
suggestions and eniticisms of memberns of the education subcommittees
in the six-State Mid-Atlantic Region (Delaware, District of
Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Vinginia, and West Vinginia).

The interview guides and selection crniteria have been submitted
to the office 0§ Management and Budget for approval. Gregg Jackson,
Kathleen Buto, and James Conrey, the Commission team assigned %o
coondinate the case studies, will conduct three thaining sessions
gorn Advisony Committee memberns and regional office staff who will
conduct interviews. These trhaining sessions are scheduled as
gollows :



January 12-13: Washington, D.C.
Januarny 15-16: Chicago
January 18-19: Denver

The thaining sessions will set out the basic issues and
provide the fonmat for the case study neports and the open meetings.
Thaining material will be mailed to participants in mid-December.
Field wonk on case studies will be conducted in Late January and
early Februarny, and repornts will be due in the 0ffice of Field
Operations 4in March. Open meetings will be scheduled forn Late
March and eanly Aprnil, and §inal reponts will be due in June for
Ancorporation in the Commission's repornt scheduled forn release
in August.

Durning thein December meeting, the Commissionerns accepted
the Kansas Advisory Committee repont, Availability of Credit to
Kansas Women, and the FLonida Advisory Commitfee heporft, Toward
Police/Community Detente in Jacksonville. They also approved
addEional appointments fo the Kenfucky and Alabama Advisory
Committees.

Duning the past several weeks, the Commission has testified
on several bills in Congress. Chairman FLemming presented testi-
mony prion o House-passed Zegislation which would extend the
benefits of the Equal Credit Opporntunity Act of 1974. The Senate
45 also considerning Legislation to expand provisions of the act
to prevent creditons grom denying credit on the basis of race,
age, religion, national ornigin, receipt of public assistance,
orn political afgiliation. Stafd Director Buggs testified on the
Bilingual Cournts Act before Lhe fouse Judiclary Subcommittee on
Civil and Comstitutional Rights. Deputy Stagf Director Louls
Nunez appeared before the Senate Subcommittee on Communications
rneganding proposed Federnal Communications Commission hules on
equal emplLoyment opportunity.

Advisony Committee membens grom 21 States parnticipated in
the three negional conferences held in November. The Western
Regional Conference was held in Las Vegas, Nev. Novembern 7-8
fon the seven States of that region - Alaska, California, Hawail,
Idaho, Nevada, Ornegon, and Washington. Califormia LE. Gov.

Mervyn Dymally, who served for 13 yearns on the California Advisory
Committee, was a featured speaker.

A total of 45 Advisorny Committee memberns attended the North-
eastern Regional Congerence November 14-16 4in Wobuwn, Mass. They
nepresented the eight States of that region including Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jernsey, New York, Rhode




Island, and Vemmont. Stafd Director Buggs met with the group
during thein opening session to discuss the Commission's school
desegregation efgont.

Chaiunan Flemming, Stagd Directorn Buggs, Deputy Stagd Director
Louis Nunez met with Advisorny Committee members attending the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference in Washington, D.C. Novembern 16-18.

As parnt of its ongoing Lnvestigation of the problLems of Native
Americans, the Arizona Advisony Committee conducted 4 days of 4in-
gorumal hearings Novembern T7-21. Meefing 2 days in Flagstaff and
2 days in Tucson, the Advisory Committee heand testimony on the
administration of justice as Lt affects Amernican Indians in the
ogg-neservation areas of Arizona.

The Michigan Advisorny Committee held its thind informal
hearing November 12-T3 Ain {5 examination of the civil nights
Amplications of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.
The Advisony Committee, meeting in Sault Ste. Marnie, Looked at
the senvices and public improvements made available through the
act to the city's sdizeable Native Amernican community. The Ad-
visony Committee's §inst nepont on Livonia has been printed, and
a second report on the phase-out of Model Cities programs in eight
Michigan cities will be ready for publication in early 1976.

The Hon. Franklin P. Williams, New York Advisory Committee
Chainperson and Reglonal Dirnector Jacques Wilmore have meft New
York giiy officials to discuss the effect of necent and proposed
ity personnel cuts on minorities and women. Although they did
not have this infornmation at hand, the two city officials promised
to supply data on teminations by hace, ethnicity, and sex.

Dr. A.B. Britton, Chainperson of the Mississippd Advisorny
CommiTiee, was necently honored with The Palhfinder Award o4
Project Media, a ghoup of black communication professionals in
Mississippl. Dn. Britton was cited for his effornts in furthering
the employment of bLacks 4in Local media.

Julius Bernmstein, Chainperson of the Massachusetts Advisory
Commitlee, has been active in ctvil rights gor a quarler of a
centuny. A yearn ago, his griends paid him trhibute at a testi-
monial dinnern in Boston. Since many of his §riends 4in the three
nonthern States were unable to attend that dinnern, on November 22
04 this yearn they held "Nonthern New England's Tribute to Bernstein"
in Concond, N.H.
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The New Mexico Advisory Committee repornt, "Indian EmpLoyment
in New Mexico Sftate Government,” was released November 12 in
Albuquerque. The heport 4is a 50££0wup to the Commission's South-
west Indian Repornt Lssued Lin 1973,

Gary Jackson, member of the Colorado Advisony Committee,
was a recipient of the U.S. Attorney General's Speclal Commenda-
tion gon Service award. The award was presented in Washington,
D.C. December 11. Mr. Jackson 45 an assistant U.S. Attorney grom
Denver. "

State Senator Pam Fango,_membén 04 the North Dakota Advisony
Committee, was recently elected Chairwoman of the Business Advisory
Counc fon the Dakota Association of Native Americans.

As followup to the New Jersey Advisorny Committee's investi-
gation of participation by Puento Ricans and othern Hispanics 4in
federally funded manpower programs, meetings have been held with
Newark Mayon Kenmneth Gibson. Mayon Gibson has aghreed fo increase
Hispanic participation as stafg and clients Lin manpower proghrams
and to increase thein parnticipation in all city employment. The
mayor also recommended a meeting with the Newark Human Rights
Commissdion to discuss ways to improve Hispanic pantLQLpaiLon Ain
all city agencies and activities.

ISATAH T. CRESWELL
Assistant Stafg Directon
gorn Field Operations
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