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U. S. House of Represe 
Washington, D.C. 2051 

May 8, 1987 

Th League of United Latin American Citizens will hold its 
58th Annual Convention in Corpus Christi, Texas on June 24-28, 1987. 
Dignitaries from across America are addressing the estimated 3,500 
convenstion guests and delegates and invitees who are expected to 
be present. 

Today I was advised by one of your Congressional Aides, Mr. 
Maurice Daniel, that you will be unable to address our convention. 
I was distressed and disturbed to learn of your conscious decision 
to decline an invitation issued with sincerity and good will. 

For your information, LULAC is the Nation's oldest and 
largest Hispanic organization. The LULAC Convention in Corpus 
Christi represents the largest single gathering of Hispanic 
Americans in Texas in 1987. As a presidential aspirant for the 
Democratic nomination in 1988 I am extremely surprised that you 
would essentially ignore the Hispanic constituency, which consti-
tutes a significant part of America's socio-economic and political 
scene. Further, I will advise you that in Texas alone there are one 
million registered Mexican American voters. 
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Your decision to ignore our Convention sends a clear message 

of disinterest. Further, the suggestion by your aide that we accept 

a surrogate to address the LULAC Convention was an absolute insult. 

Will a surrogate do_- your campaigning for you in Texas between now 

and March, 1988? Will a surrogate stand in for you to accept the 

nomination of the Democratic Party? Are you going to ask us to vote 

for a surrogate when the 1988 Presidential Primary is held in Texas? 

Is your surrogate going to rule the White House, should you be elected? 

Absurdity breeds absurdity. 

The March Presidential Primary is just around the corner. 

You cannot carry Texas without a strong base of Hispanic voters' 

support. The Mexican American voter is not about to allow itself to 

be gouged again in 1988. If you choose to ignore us, others will 

surely listen. If I must continuously hear from your "surrogates",- I 

will never support your candidacy and I will attempt to persuade others 

to do likewise. 

Accordingly, I trust that you will reconsider your earlier 

rejection and that you will make the necessary plans to be in Corpus 

Christi at a time suitable to your schedule during the LULAC National 

Convention. Otherwise, we in South Texas will have little but disdain 

for your presidential ambitions. 

Come eat a taco with me 

RBjr/it 

cc: Associated Press 
Austin, Texas 

cc: Associated Press 
San Antonio, Texas 

cc: Associated Press 
Dallas, Texas 

cc: Associated Press 
Washington, D.C. 

Ruben Bonilla, Jr. 
1987 LULAC National Convention Chairman 
Past LULAC National President 
Chairman, Mexican American Democrats 

bee: Dr. Hector Garcia/ 
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