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June 3, 1970 

Joseph P. Witherspoon, S. J. D. 
Professor of Law 
313 Townes Hall 
2500 Red River 
Austin, Texas 78705 

IN RE: Eric Clay 
Snyder, Texas 

Dear Dr. Witherspoon: .; 

Upon.receipt of your letter of May 21, I assigned the case. 
to one of our staff attorneys, Mr. Robert Joselow. He · 
informs me that he has already corresponded with you. 
I have, in addition, assigned him the Grand Prairie 
incident reported in your letter of June 2. 

MALDEF has already established what I consider is a good 
working relationship with the faculty at the University of 
Texas School of Law. Sometimes I feel we call upon too 
often for assistance and research of some legal problems 
brought to our attention. On May 22 and 23, MALDEF 
sponsored a lawyers' seminar at the Texas Tech Law 
School, which was cc;>0rdinated by Professor Robert Dawson, 
a member of the UT Law Staff, and at which conference we 
had members of the UT faculty as speakers, including the 
Distinguished Professor Albert P. Jones. 

\ 

Contributions are deductible for U. S. Income Tax purposes 
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Joseph P. Witherspoon, S. J. D. 
Page 2 
June 3, 1970 

May I commend you in the outstanding work performed 
by C. C.H. R. under your excellent leadership. 

Very truly yours, 

~,IJ) -~.J~llicl~ 
MARIO G. OBLEDO 
General Counsel 

MGO/mm 

xc: Hon. Carlos C. Cadena 
Hon. Joe J. Bernal 
Rev. Henry J. Casso 

)Hector P. Garcia, M. D. 
Mr. George Parnham 
Mr.· Pete Tijerina 

; 

·, 



TO: 

FROM: 

IN RE: 

DATE: 

20 I N. ST. 1\1.>\RY'S SL1St\N Ar---.lTONIO, TEXAS ~s:os (S 12) Z:4-5476 

MEMORANDUTuT 

DR. HECTOR P. GARCIA 

ED IDAR JR. 

LITIGATION SEEKING TO ESTABLISH lViEXICAN-Al'v'fERICANS 
TO BE SOME ''RACE'' OTHER THAN WHITE 

JULY 20, 1973 

EndosNl you will find copy of a memorandum originating in California 
along with copies of three memorandums prepared by my staff-all of them re-
lating to the above subject. Please note that the California memorandum ad-
vocates litigation to establish that Mexican-Americans are something other than 
white or Caucasian. The memorandums prepared in this office establish the 
view, supported by case law which includes the Supreme Court decisions in the 
Hernandez Case as well as the Texas House Redistricting Case and more 
recently the Keyes Case in Denver, that the Mexican-American is Caucasian 
but on occasion has been treated as a class apart from other Caucasjans. Ac-
cordingly, in my view there is no need to change the legal status which has been 
so laboriously established over the years through the case law cited. 

Thus, I oppose litigation for this purpose·;·· but I do not know whether 
my view is supported by Mexican-American leadnrship in Texas and in the 
Southwest. 

In assessing this matter, I would welcome the views of a person such 
as yourself who is intimately familiar with the situation of the rvrexican-American, 
Hispano, Latin American. Chic3.no or whatever conYenient ter-m is used to ref er 
to those persons of lVfexican origin or descent. Accordingly. I w·ould welcpme 
your eareful study 1..)f the material that I am sendin~ t1.., you herewith ~md rour 
considered view on this matter. 

ED IDAR, .TR. .T' 
' , 
'--' 

Eijr:sa 
Encls. 

REGIONAL OFFICES 

MA.RIO OaL.EDO ~01 PETROLEUM COMMERCE BLOG. SUITE 608 CONTINENTAL BLOG. FORl..1M au1u:,:N~ 11')\5 T1.;e:,;,AS, NW 
GEnEAAL GO,.H~SEL. 201 N. ST MARY'S STREET 408 SOUTH SP~ING STREET 2~0 W '4TH Ari\/ENui. su1,:: 204 Ai..B'.JQUC:RC,.,;E. NEW MEA,.:o i,71 
'45 NINTH STREET SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 7820S LOS ANGEL.ES, CALIF. 90013 CENVEP. CO:...ORAOO 80204 

~Atl rn.,,t,C.ISCO, CAL.IF 9410'3 !512-224-5476 213-6.l.7-1754 303-893-1833 
415-6 .. 6-6196 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR U.S. INCOME TA:\. PURPOSES 



20 I N. ST. MARY'S ST./SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205/(512) 224-547(, 

April 8, 1974 

Dr. Hector P. Ga_rcia 
1315 Bright 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78405 

Dear Dr. Garcia: 

Enclosed please find a copy of our proposed complaint in the Corpus Christi 
school board case, together with a copy of the complaint we filed in Tucson, 
Arizona, and of some of the news clippings we received in Tucson. 

Very truly yours, 

O'>Korbel 
Staff Attorney 

GJK:meg 

Enclosures 

NATIONAL OFFICE REGIONAL OFFICES 

GENERAL COUNSEL 
149 NINTH STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF, 94103 
419-828-8199 

901 PETROLEUM COMMERCE BLDG. SUITE 808 CONTINENTAL BLDG. 
201 N. ST. MARY"S STREET 408 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

&AN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78209 LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90013 
912-224-11478 213-827-1764 

FORUM BUILDING 
2110 W. 14TH AVENUE SUITE 204 

DENVER, COLORADO 80204 
303-893-1893 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR U.S. INCOME TAX PURPOSES 

10111 TIJERAS, N.W, 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87101 



20 I N. ST. MARY'S ST./SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205/(512) 224-5476 

September 18; 1974 

Doctor Hector P. Garcia 
1315 Bright 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Dear Doctor Garcia: 

Enclosed please find copy of the 1970 Census of Population for Corpus 
Christi. We thought this might be helpful to you. 

Very truly yours, 

GJK:meg 

Enclosure 

cc: Dr. Charles Cotrell 

NATIONAL OFFICE REGIONAL OFFICES 

MARIO OBLEDO 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
145 NINTH STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF, 94103 
415-626-6196 

501 PETROLEUM COMMERCE BLDG. SUITE 608 CONTINENTAL BLDG. 
201 N. ST, MARY'S STREET 408 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 782011 LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90013 
1112-224-5476 213-627-1764 

FORUM BUILDING 
2110 W. 14TH .AVENUE SUITE 204 

DENVER, COLORADO 80204 
303-893-1893 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR U.S. INCOME TAX PURPOSES 

101!5 TIJERAS, N.W. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87101 



\M~ha~ t:7 

?r/exican --4merican cfega/ 5:Jefln&e and {:Jucaliona/ Jund 

Dear Friend: 

Regional Office - 501 Petroleum Commerce Building 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 (512) 224-5476 

November 1, 1974 

The Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDE F) Regional 
Office here in San Antonio cordially invites you to attend its Fund Raising Dance 
to be held on November 23, 1974 in the Grand Ballroom of the Gunter Hotel 
from 7: 30 p. m. - 12:30. The donation is $5. 00 per person. The purpose of this 
effort is to enable the San Antonio office to continue its work in serving the 
Spanish-speaking community of San Antonio and Texas. 

MALDEF is a private non-profit tax-exempt organization initially funded by the 
Ford Foundation incorporated in 1967 to advance the civil rights of Mexican-
Americans by legal action and legal education. During the first five years, 
numerous other foundations, business firms, associations, and individuals have 
financially supported MALDE F. However, with continuously increasing litigation 
costs and an ever expanding scholarship program for Spanish-origin law students, 
the San Antonio MALDEF office finds it necessary to seek financial support from 
our San Antonio community. 

Not only in San Antonio but throughout the Southwest, MALDEF' s litigation has 
responded to the need for orderly social change and legal redress to protect and 
expand participatory constitutional and political rights, improvements of educational 
opportunity, and the elimination of employment discrimination. 

In order to have the greatest impact in the courts, MALDEF limits its litigation 
primarily to class actions challenging the wide-spread practices of abuse and 
discrimination, in addition to test cases to design new legal principles which may 
be used to secure greater equality. Currently our local litigation docket includes 
a case on employment discrimination at Kelly AFB, and a case seeking to 
establish a single-member district system, to assure responsive representation of 
minorities in city elections. 

The San Antonio Regional Office of the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund needs support - - support from friends such as you in order to 
continue operating at optimum capacity in its efforts to serve the growing needs 
of our San Antonio Spanish-speaking community. Tickets are available at the 
MALDEF office, at all Joske's stores, and at the Dance. All donations are tax 
deductible and pledge cards are enclosed for your convenience. We hope you will 
join us in helping make this fundraising event a great success. 

Gcerely, HJ l 
i [11/t,-1 . ·~; { 7 

Jilh Heidel rg , 
Associate Counsel 



FundrQiseng Steering Corn~tfrHee 

~Aembers 

David Filvarcff, Prof, cf Law 
1::niver8ity of T~!xas at Austin 
Austin, Texa;; 

Roy :Mersky, Prof e,:sor of Law 
l:niversity of Texas at Austin 
Austin, Texas 

~lark G. Yudoi', Proi'. of Law 
l;niversity of Texa:, at Allst!n 
Austin, "Texas 

Tony Boni1la 
Attorney at Law 
Corpus Christi, T<ixas 

Dr. Hector Gm-cia 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Albert Huerta 
Attorney at Law 
Corpus Christi, Texa., 

Carlos F. 'Iman 
State Rep:resentative 
Corpus Chrfsti, Texas 

Frank Hernandez 
Attorney at Law 
Dallas, 'I'exae 

Albert Armendariz, Sr. 
Attorney at Law 
El Paso, Te.1G:lS 

Paul C. :Moreno 
Attorney fat Law 
El Paso, Texas 

Carlos Vela 
Attorney at Law 
Harlingen, Texas 

Lionel J, Castillo 
Comptroller 
Houston, Texas 

Alfred .L Hernandez 
Attorney at Law 
Houst<-m, Tc:r::w 

~4 

D:;,Yi<l Lopez 
Attorney at Law 
J:fouston, Texas 

G:rn.dalupe Salinas 
As,;,h,tant District Attorney 
I1onston, T1exas 

\,Va,-ren Burnett 
Atwmey at Law 
OdP~~-:a, 1·0xas 

.Joe Bernal, Executive Dir. 
Com:r" on !\iiexican American Af:i'llil':'1 
San i1.ntonio, Texas 

Ms. Gloria Cabrera, Esq. 
Comm. on Civil Rights 
Sa,~ Antonio, Texas 

Ms. Katie Ferguson 
Community Service 
Director • KSAT - TV 
S1m Antonh,, Texas 

Eddie Garcia 
Pub. Rel. 
Falstaff Brewing Company 
Sau Antonio, Texas 

Gerald Goldstein 
At'i.,lrney at Law 
San Antonio, 'fexas 

P:-1illip Hardbergel' 
Attor11cy at Law 
Snn Antonio, Texas 

1'Ianuel Ruiz Ibanez 
Editor, The Sun 
SBn Antmiio, Texas 

Rdibi David ,Jacobson 
Temp1.i Beth El 
Sffr\ .A .. ntouio, Te:,ras 

];{,zt~J J(A1fff 
.:VIo-rris 7L 7< fti: ff & Son, Ins. 

1lrt u ro f 10J.r(~Z 
.A •. ::totr .. e!: Ht Lir~v 
San Artm1fo, "fexas 

Gi:-ego:ry L,.urn 
... ttct!:;;,r at i.J~": 

.A.I:tor:io) i'l\,,-~\s 

A ttcrn.t:y gt La,,.,. 
San t\It:t(•nio. 'Tex,'!.~ 

Ruben Jiunguia 
l'r'i!lter 
Sar :\n:onlo, 7\~xns 

Aib8!"l Pena 
A tto~·r.e::y :1.t Law 
San J\ ntonio, T~xas 

[,ui~~ SJgura 
.\.ttc:·n.cy at L.aw 
San A :,t:~~ui,~ 1\~xa..s 

,John Seri1a 
Attor:1cy ;;.\ L:iw 
Ban ,J\-r:to1tio, T~xas 

Lem)y f:llr!kin, Director 
Crban C;;i,lihon of .:\fotropolitan 

San .:\ntr,:-1~0 
San At!~-'Jniot Te.:tas 

G. J. Su.ti:o!i, State Rep. 
D!strfot 57-E 
Sa.11 :, ntonio. rre1".as 

Pet21' 'forrGs 
.. A.ttei1··-ri~_;y at Lav,.., 
San A.:ltr,nio. Te-1tas. 



Pledge Card 
I hereby pledge the :::imount of $, _____ _ to the Mexican 

American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., San Antonio, Texas. 

PAYABLE Name ________________ _ 
Weekly .... $·----

Address Monthly .... $', ___ _ 

1st payment due __ Phone 
((Please Print) 

~4 Contributions are tax deductible 

111 order to assure proper tax deduction, please moil pledge before Dec.ember 13, 191-'l, 


