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The Attorney General of Texas

December 28, 1978

JOHN L. HILL Honorable Steven C. OaksAttorney General Secretary of State
Austin, Texas 78711

Supreme Court Building
P.O. Box 12548 Re: RQ-1959 Authority to grant pardon
Austin, TX. 78711
512/475-2501 Dear Secretary Oaks:

701 Commerce, Suite 200 We have carefully reviewed your request for an
Dallas. TX. 75202 opinion on the authority of the Governor to grant a
214/742-8944 pardon to a deceased person. As you indicated in your

letter your request contemplates that we review
Attorney General Opinion C-471 and decide whether it4824 Alberta Ave.. Suite 160

El Paso, TX. 79905 should be overruled.
915/533-3484

We have carefully reviewed that opinion and the
law relating to pardons, and we have found no legal

723 Main, Suite 610
Houston, TX. 77002 basis to alter the conclusion reached by the Attorney
713/228-0701 General thirteen years ago.

Since the law is such that any opinion could
806 Broadway, Suite 312 only reaffirm what was said in Attorney General
Lubbock, TX. 79401
806/747-5238 Opinion C-471, we believe there is nothing that can

be added by the issuance of a new opinion. Accordingly,
we will close our file on this request.

4313 N. Tenth, Suite F
McAllen, TX. 78501
512/682-4547 Even though a pardon may not be granted you may

want to consider expressing the position of the state
by means of a legislative resolution or gubernatorial

200 Main Plaza, Suite 400 proclamation. While this would not technically be a
San Antonio, TX. 78205 pardon, it could have a similar effect in this instance
512/225-4191

and would avoid the legal problems set out in Attorney
General Opinion C-471.

An Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer Yours very truly

C. Robert Heath, Chairman
Opinion Committee
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