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-Sloff Photo by Philip Gould desMembers of the family of Ricardo Morales, who was killed by Castroville police chief, stand in front of home spit ,
*

w.
211Groups press for further investigation in case ~ar

Continued From Page 1 Den,ns Dunford, 17, had his own Morales hcme just as McCaM was ready d:dn't tell the truth, He aiso loaded the the shotgun in the front of the car, then found by the side of the Old Dunlaythe1. wil! press the federal government .reasons f:r being at Hayes' trailer that to take Morales to the county jail in shotgun so that Morales could see him walked back to the body of Morales. School Road. Ricardo's father found it10 *le limit inl calling for further inves- night. He planned to marry Hayes' 17- Hondo, 13 miles down the road. do it. Dunford said. Returning to the car, Hayes sat silently and tried out, "The sons of bitches havetip,Kons and additional indictments.
"They call it justice," said Maria

 year-o,ld daughter, Dorothy Jeanne, and "Go call Marna and tell her I'm in The Quihi Road is a narraw, lonely for about five minutes. He turned to killed himv"
Monies, the 24-year-old widow af the he wanted to ask Hayes' penmission. But jail," called Morales, but Maria stretch of highway that runs roughly Dunford. By afternoon, the newspapers had the
Ela* man. "But it's their justice, nat he never got the chance. hesitated. northwest from Castroville, Hayes "It was an accident," he said, "but story, and Hayes was apprehended and
mir!el Hayes should have gotten life. He Shortly after 9:30 p.m. Hayes called "I don't want to. I'm scared," she passed a row of small frame houses on
ougkt to serve life because he's not the county dispatcher in Hondo and left rephed. To get to the nearest phone, at the left, ckmbed for a mile past a few nobody's going to believe it. Denny, he charged with murder. Mrs. Hayes was

; BO4 to bring my husband back to nle woni for McCall to cadl h'im at horne. her mother's house, she would have to trailer homes, crossed a plateau of farm wrestled with the gun, it went oH and arrested Tuesday in Llano as she was

in ID years." W'}len McCarl pho.ned, Hayes told him to walk six blocks in the darkness, and she land and started to slow down about killed him." cleaning out the trunk of her car. The
*ank Hiyes, even before the suspic- arrest Morales on the two warrants for was already dressed for bed, seven miles from town. Hayes and Dunford drove toward the arresting omcer found bloody picks and

tom following the death of Morales, failure to deliver calves. Hayes also said But as Hayes drove up Morales He turned abruptly onto a rough, main road, and McCall saw them shovels and a bag that was apparently
i wasi complex man. He was 53 years he suspected Morales of stealing a changed his m,ind. "No wait," he told bumpy gravel road known to Castroville coming. Pulling the patrol car alongside used to transport the body.

014'·had been police chief six years and television set and stereo. his wife. "Don't go yet." Morales citizens as the Old Dunlay School Road Hayes, McCall said this exchange Mrs. Hayes was charged with a
, * air -generally respected by Castroville ,At.10:25 p.m. Ricardo and Mar.ia apparently had assumed that Hayes had (though it is no:t marked). It is flanked followed.

rifizpns Ind fellnw officers alike. He hA{i Morales were preparing ![or bed in the eome to release him, but that was not on one side by pasture land, on another M.75:11• "Whino'c Mn-01£100"
misdemeanor, concealing evidence, and
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F'lm f stocky man with Knort nair·ana -7--Siecai<Ewjedtothedooraradl~ Mora'les, ht him in In,e stomacn, snovea - ot tne parrol car ana remove'··· inf MCCall decided to Iake ;2 -100%. n. enulle. - .......„-I.--:.I- ----I 'YP~~**

~ 5110*n glass,E, Hayes trained as a politely whether Ricardo was home. him against the ear znd~threakened his liandcuffs. "Let the son of a bikh go," exchanged places with Dunford, and aggravated assault, murder - and they .154*

S erizpanal investigator in the Air Forte Maria went to get him. he went to the life, 
'* ' -

 said.._Hayes, according to Dunford. Hayes drove back to the approximate ' chose assault. Sandoval, who .assisted ze ,

bet*e retiring in 1969. He was known door, and McCall asked him to step "you're a thieving bastard and rm "Uncuff him and let him run so I can _ Plag the shooting had occurred. While the prosecution, believes the turning.

ior pig bravery after being seriously outside, gonna kill your ass," said Heyes, ac- shoot him. " Hayes smoked a ' cigarette, - McCall point came when defense lawyer MarviS,~· *.

3 woinded in 8 1913 hmor stcre Mhootout. As soon as he came out, McCaH cording to Worthy. "And turn off,all the lights," Hayes looked for the body, but claimed he '- Miller put ·Hayes on.the stand.

If iE had a problem, it was what a coun- handcuffed him and told him he was He threatened to kill Morales at least said to McCall. "I don't want any lights couldn't find it. Worthy and Dunford "Did you intentionally pull tha:.

, tv #lvendle officer called his ' ego. under arrest. Maria rememberE McCall 10 times, Worthy and McCall saki. -- no car lights, no flashlights, no 1,,ade small talk by the patrol car, and trigger of that shotgun?" Miller asked.  tz

i ' "Fiiar always wanted to be the Mrst, saying "summcion of burglary" but "I've already killed one Medcan, and cigarettes." Dunford -thought the men were very ..,As God ds. my witness," Hayes-.

thehest lawman around," said Frank nothing about failure to deliver calves. I'm going to kill me another one," sa,d. When Morales was freed trorn the .near the body. ~ ~° replied, "I did not I had-fear for rr®
Hayes asked McCall to tell the ,.afe because I remembered being shi*

Pe*ins Jr. McCall put Morales in the back seat Hayes, according to McCall, cuffs, Hayes told McCall and Worthy to

*,em was also a fandy man - the of the patrol car, then walked to the Hayes put Morades back into the "get out of here." 'Bhey turned the disparher Morales hadi escaped. This is before and I didn't want Momles #, 24-

prmid fattier of four - and was know# screen door and told Maria he wanted to patrol car and ordered M©Call to meet patrol car arou.ld, drme about 200 yards Kimt McCall claims to have replied: that gun."
1,1/Z- 

lf#e/  
41 94,4  „*a'*

to * small kindnesses for citizens, much search the house, Maria consented, and him at a place ciled "Three Points," down the·road *ith their lights off, then, "Frank, if we're talking about murder,

a~ lielping women willh their shopping. MCCall started rummaging through an intersection just outside the Castro· urknown to Mayes, stopped, turned I'm not going to lie for you or anybody · ...Then, over the _ objections #,f ·mIT

ly'd say ile was as good as most kitchen cabinets and drawers, looking ville city limits near an abandoned around and waited by the side of the else. We're going to Hondo, have a cup prosecutor, Miller had Hayes remove hit= .:1

politemen," sald County Judge Jerome for stolen property. He found nothing, service station . The two cars drove road. of coffee and then go to the sheriff and shirt and point to all the wounds he had

Decker , " and a lot bebter than some but wrote down serial numbers on a away , Maria saw they were not going That made Dunford , in the lighthand tell him what you said ." 5%,

Zve~feen in my courtroom. 

received in the line of duty. ./.
 I.*

-' " television and stereo. (Maria later toward Hondo and panicked. front seat of Hayes' ear, the only McCall and Worthy drove away. and "That's where he got the sympath*

witness to what happened. Since Hayes Dunford helped Hayes load Mor·ales' of the jury," said Sandoval. "It had ~4

C 1*caido Morales, 26, was at the other showed receipts showing they had rented "I knew they were taking him out in
and Morales were behind the car and on body into the back floor of Hayes' car. be a compromised decision. How elst

end*i the CastroviHe social ladder. He the equipment on Friday.) the country to beat him un," said

ltveO . in a tiny, deteriora,ting frame While McCan was looking, Morales Maria. "That's the first thing that 'came its left, he could not hear everything They returned to Hayes' trailer, later could you get aggravated assault out

hou,6 near the town square. He did cdled to Maria, asking for the shoes he -to my mind. So I started running down that was said. But he saw Hayes strike went to a place known as Flat Rock - this.ease

con*ruction and farm work K.henever he ' had not had time to put on. -the street in my nightgrown. I had to get Morales with the butt of the rifle, then a bridge on the Medina River - to '.'If the jury believed Hayes,

col* find it, cleaned up ya~ when he "I found his shoes," recaMed Maria, to my mother's house so I could (3&11 the barrel. They were bot~ talking, but transfer the body to the trunk and clean really was an accident, then why didiftft

coiridE't, and sometimes nad trouble "and took them out to him. He couldn't Ric*rd's parents in Macdona to come Dunford could not hear what was said. blood stains from Hie car. they.find him innocent? And if th

makng the monthly rent payments. put them on becmauwe oft he Ithnd*lus, take me to Hondo." After 10 minutes, Dunford, McCall and Within two hours of the shooting, didn't believe him, if they think

Te had grown up in Maedona, a so I put them on his ieet. But I ~61't Hayes and M.Call met Dve minutes Worthy all heard a "muffled" report. Hayes' wife Dorothy, Hayes' daughter purposely pulled the trigger, why is

sm/ m'burb of San Antonio, in a close tie the laces," later at Three Points. near a highmay It was mumed because the shotgun and Mrs. Hayes' sister were driving that he guilty of murder?"

but kpoor family of ndne brothers and a The untied shoes would later provide bridge, but Hayes had already changed shell exploded almost entirely inside the same· -car out of the county toward -I

~ - si,ten He managed only a seventh a principal clue in solving the case. hs mind. chest cavity of Morales, an autopsy Midyett, Tex., a small town near And yet that is not all that continue<

, grade education and moved to Castro- By this time Hayes left hlis mobile "What's going on here?" asked showed. The shell entered under his left Carthage. Six miles from Louisiana, to trouble this town about the FranK

i' , 14114 -to live with his commor>law wife home with Dunford. He told Dunford MeCall. armpit and traveled laterally across his they buried Morales in a shallow grave Hayes-Ricardo Morales case. The state.

1 |· at ft}out the same time Hayes became that he was going to need a witness and "No, I don't want to do it here," said body, destroying most of the left lung, on the iarm of Mrs. Hayes' brother· ment that Hayes had killed one Mexican

police chief. wanted to bring Mm along. Dunford Hayes. "Follow me." parts of the heart, damaging the right After a night of commotion at the has already dredged up more skeletons.

R was shortly after arriving that agreed, later recalling that Hayes said, Hayes drove down what is known lung, seven ribs -and the right shoulder. sheriff's office in Hondo caused by the The case of Juan Martinez Ro-

Mo** had his first trouble with the "1'm gloing to shoot three or four times, alternately as Old Highway 90 or Quihi V,-adding from the shell was found in the Morales family's demanding to know driguez, found dead from a .22-caliber

lawba burglary conviction resulting in a but don't worrk, I won't get you into Road. McCall followed. On the way, right lung. Morales diea instantly. where Ricardo was, the first clue was revolver shot just a month before th®

three-year probated sentence. Morales any trouble." according to Dunford, the deputy told "Mr. Hayes came back to the car in found at 7:30 a.m. Monday. Ricardo's Morales death, has been reopened hy

made his probation with a clean record Hayes drove up in front of - the Morales that Hayes would-ki?11 him if he a sort of daze," said Dunford. He placed shoe, whieh Maria had not laced, was county investigators. It was ruled
suicide, but former sheriff Hitzfelder

f but *later complained of "harassment" says Hayes "was at the scene before we
by kayes, who picked him up several got there and was gone when we got
tim* for questioning but never arrested their."
bin« A cross has been erected at the slie

'Eayes *tad it in for Morales,"
clabs Sandoval. "He was always 

of Martinez' death, near the Medina
River, and a Catholic pr:est has

picIOng him up. M anything was missing
in FastroviMe, Hayes wouId try to get 

sprinkled holy water on the cross. "We

MoiGies to admit taking it." 
... would still like to know whathappene*

to Johnny," said a ·friend of Maria.  "He·
&ater Morales answered a . civil 

**
 was such a nice boy."

con*amt alleging he failed to, deliver The largest of all unanswered ques,
twotalves he had sold, but thht case 2-4- M
ner* came to trial before his death. 

*Ir I tions for the 1,893 citizens of Castrovill¢.

Miewarrantz on that complaint, however. 
is "What happened to Frank Hayes?1
There are probably only two people

i weli used to arrest Morales on the 
*44

could answer that one, since there was.
, nighl of ks death. '*.l no discernable motive for murder,
1 l'he last day of Ricardo Morales' life,

a Sunday, was spent mowing and 
one of those men is dead.

tridinin,g a yard with Maria'. 13-year- 
As Hayes' own attorney put it at

tdal, "Does a man who has spent hilF
old.~*brother Gary Gomez. When they lifetime in-law enfomement turn into
finis~ed late in the day. Morales - who blood-thirsty killer overnight?"
hadla mpecial affection for the 12 Gomez And further, can the bizarre circ
chil*en - took Gary to pick up a few- . /.

 1. '. f I. «4. stances of Sept. 14, 1975, be summed v
boxes of tied -chicken. They brought it .. 44.. in the words "aggravated assault"7 -4
bactilo the house for dinner with Maria.

It was R couple of hours later, about f.'- 4- "We're not asking for vengeance,4
said Mike Morales, the eldest of

the lime Gary left to go home, that 
+ ~~~~ 94*(21*1*--

Raye decided to arrest Morales on 1 - 12-<831= Ricardo's eight brothers. "We're askin*"

sus~cion of lyurglary. Wrily he made the -4 ...='=Fy#*f*' for justice. We don't think it does any

decision at this particular time is stil,1 a CA good to put the old man in jail, but w€

my/liery, for Hayes was off duty at his think it should be called what it was by

mot*e home, and his deputy Donald the jury. That's all we want - justioe.

11(Call (hired less than a month before) If we were looking for revenge, Frank
St,ff Photo by Philip Gould Hayes would have been ds*d 4 525<had the city's patrol car.

Since his trail, Hayes,has refueed 10
t . Ik to repoi ·iers . Cross bearing name Johnny (Juan) Rodriguez ;5 nailed to tree beneath which his body was found time ago."


