
TIDESBLU 

HARDSHIPS 

6/26/5121 
11 [MICE] are so troublesome here that you cannot save anything 

from them. In the chests my linen is gnawed away" •• Over night •.• 
evf:-?ryt hi rig, everyt h :i Y-,g is eat er1 .. " 

11
• n • w i Y-1e as a 1 ux ury ha~.; be•er, bani sht-::d frc,rn c•ur house. I shi:11.tl d 

probably never have great desire for it, if the water were cool and 
refreshing, but it is always lukewarm. We cannot get water-refrig. 
here. One has to fight many nuisances here. With this letter I am 
moving about from one place to the other. in the room you can hardly 
bear flies, gnats, and heat. Outside on the other hand there is so 
much wind that everything runs [blows] off. 

11 I hate the Americar,s here-? 1=1·--c,rn all my heart. It dc•es r,1:1t r:,ccur 
to me to Judge the whole nation after these few people, but am speaking 
i::i f th€❖! perso1,.,s arc, 1.rr,c:l f!H❖? c,r, l y. 11 

7 /~?.9/~50 
11 It: i~:r a gr·ec:d:: iY-1ci:,nveriieY-1ce here that: or1e cannr:•t get any ser\lcmt:s 

as soon as one lacks the means to buy negroes; then one must do 
ev<~~n ... yt: hi rig 1:•nese 1 f .. 11 

Mar .. ia 1 i k.es tc, ride., bi.tt carir,c,t because of t:he Indiar,s. 11 sc,r,1e 
most agreeable rides on horseback I undertook, accompanied by my 
husband and Mr Gilpin along the shores of the Bay. Because of the 
greater delight or-,e chor:,ses the eveY-1ir,g ••• 11 

But: : "I ·n spite c,f the aw·fuJ. heat dur i Y's[~ the~ day,, the meac:li:,ws are 
covered with the most luxuriant grass? which gives a wonderful sight! 
As far as you can see this fresh green turf with single clumps of 
trees" And as I indeed am such a great favorite of nice animals, it 
also please me to see masses of horses and cows Jumping along on it so 
i l,., 1 i be rt y .. 11 

Mar· ia makes tr1::11.tsc.:.:-~rs fc•r"' Felix out c,f l i rsen mar,gl i .,,.,g-·cloth. "Arid 
for myself I make from the ordinary garments skirts, which, for 
frequent want of my chambermaid--my husband--is more easily put on, but 
this, too, goes on very well. Now I shall become a milliner too, as I 
am abc,ut tc, make me a w i rit er hat. 11 

Ad,_,•is~:~s Burter,bir,ders "tc, brir,g alc1r1g for themselves a rather 
complete kitchen-furniture, for at New Orleans they are most scantily 
prr:::,vided with it .. 11 CouJ.dr,"t get mortc'l.rs, or sieves, or cof·fee-.. drums .. 
11 Even if you buy a ci:,okiY1g-machi'l'"1e, you get quadrar,gular tin-bi:•\i"Jls fr::•r 
frying pans. With part of the money he was to receive for the Journey 
to Paso Felix intended to build a kitchen with cooking-machine, 
etc. separated from the house by a covered passage. Now this must 
st: il 1 bc:2 lf.=ft fen· ... a while. It is ni:,-t agreeable to have the kitcheY-, 
near the rooms because of the flies., heat, and smoke. An old fool 
built this house and very absurdly, for almost everywhere you find a 
separi::,ted kitchen. " 



8/17/50 
"here we ccird;inuaJ. ly have the mc,st ir-,suppc,rtable heat. Since May 

t.,-Je have r-,ot had <:\ dr·eip o·f rair,, 11 Al 1 dried • .. tp. ar-,d her horse 11 has 
tc, ft-d::ch 3 tc,r,s cit· wate•r ·fc,r waterir,g every ,:,ther day .. u 

Exp-r-·es~-;es bacJ opi 1··, io)"1 c, ·f Amer icar,s. " . . .. ar,d moreov£-?Y" i mmer,se l y 
giver, to dr:ir,k.. Tht7~refc,r£-? I 1 ive qi.lite ·feir myse lf .... 11 L.or,ely wher, 
Fc-:.~li>< is away. 

r·e: ser·var,t s: 11 B ut :i. t is :i mpciss :i bl e t c, get ar,yor,e.. Me>< icar, wc,mer, 
never work more than they have urge ntly to do for their house. 
American women of the class prefer to say in a big town. and there is 
no one at all in service here. A German girl came here some weeks ago 
arid alsc:i at or,e ahd E,-8 places:. where t,=, er,ter. She chose the or,e where 
she most probably gets [the best] wages ••. 

9/i:?.6/ ~50 
Re:: pc-:(rer,ts cc,ming: " ••• c,r,ly the c,wr,er of the~ hc,tel here is a 

respectable Gerrnari. 11 (She vJas \-'JOrryir,g thc.-\t they might tire ,:,·f c,r,ly 
her· ci::,mpar,y.) 11 

.... take c:dc,r,g fcir yc,u sc,me ir,terest i ng bcioks • • • as 
unfortunately we cannot offer you any reading matter . Nor can you 
obtain here a Weisse [white ale] at best a kind of bitter beer, which, 
however, is very gi:u:,d." 

but 11
" •• fc,r myself' I hc:\Ve got restored fr c•r11 al 1 the f:ormer weak 

stat<-:-? ,:,·f rny health, [presur11c::'\bly ir, Germar ,y t"?he had sc•me health 
prr::,ble-Jms] tha·f'",k Gc,cl., t--.iithc,ut dc,ctc,r and medici·f'",e. 11 

"His [Mr .. Busse's] preE.£~r,t pi:-.:isitic,r, i~s much be tter for him ir, 
regard of earnings, as he lives in town, and more agreeable for 
us .•• Now." .it is so peaceful in our house, that I am feeling doubly 
happy by that. 11 

9/27 /5121 
but: "I must aVO\l'J that I car, ir-,deed not imagir,e to have writter, 

such a disconsolate letter that produced such an impre ssion •.. that I 
am living with Felix neither happy nor agreeable. ON the contrary, as 
I wrote in my husbands absence, one only could suppose that without him 
I can live r,eithfE•r happy r,or aRreeable. It is r,aturaJ. that I was very 
dejected and disquieted by Felix's absence because it has been a 
day·,ger,:,1 .. \s E~r,t c-?rpri se.. IN add it i i:-:in, al r·ec.-\dy some time bet-·ore, p e rh a ps 
by a cold, I had caught an indisposition, which exercised a sad 
influence on my mood .... Moreover I can give you the holy affirmation 
that a change of my situation, may it ever appear so advantageous in 
c,ut~,a1·--d re=::,pect, wi 11 r,ever l::ie weJ. ccirne t c, rne as ~;cic,r, as it might 
separatee my husband and myselfu •. uAnd believe me, the conditions in 
regard of the Red Indians will certainly turn favorable, so that my 
husband will be able to build on our land and that then he will at once 
f~i ve up the surv£-::•yc1r busi r,es~_:. .. 11 

" 

ShE-:? a£::.ke~d f,:,r advice re: bapiesa... ''.". the lr:icc.1.l manner t,:, clothe 
children, which, however, seems to me really most disagreeable. 
Ir,~stal ... ,tly ctftc~r the birth it fu1et~:.=; a little linen sash round • • ., .... " 
Thc,1..tfJht th£~ir way better:: 11 

••• \i'Jri:.-=tp them ir, a somewhat: 1,:,rq;, ci::,verirq~ and 
put: the cc,rnet·•s, rc,1 .. tr,d,, .... " Cl i:\ir,1s here everyth i r,g is dc,ne 
"supe-i-·•ficial ly ar-,d r,egl iger,tly .•. Ar,d t.-.Jhethe1·-- it is r,c,t 1..mt.-Jhc,les,:,me tc, 



the child if the night over it 
Recommended an American woman, 
doctor. Mad. Meuly had her. 
years,, who got married with 15 
t:r::11:::•,, gc• to her. 11 

is r,ot made dry and cleaned .. 11 

med; her i:1 f 8, t; ei corne i Y,st ead of a 
"Mad. rneu 1y is a really nice wc,man 

years ..• She visits me sometimes, I' 

re: her newly added room: Felix cleaned it for her when he found 
her cleanir,g it before t-::-he put her thiY-1t~s il'", it.. " • •• ar,d thus he is 
always intent on making me every little pain easy. In the morning he 
gets up early quite noiselessly and kindles the fire for me, puts water 
up, brings me washing-water into the room, enough? treats me with the 
great est care. 11 

"I have absc,lutely ·free t."ill to do as I like, my husbc:tnd always 
put up with anything. Never, never does he blame anything in the food, 
even if it had not turned out well. On the contrary he always says it 
tastes ·v•ery •fiY1e thus, I Just 1 ik<~ it, a-r,c:I tc, pri:Ne it t,:, me, he eats 
so much of it as if it tasted him excE"-::lle-r,t J.y. If or,ce I should r11=•t 
cook at all, I know he would say that is quite right and reasonable and 
i f -the~ n he di cl Y-1' t: get a r, y th i ng but a bi t c, f bread • 11 

11 H<-?re it is ncd; so E~asy to write a letter. Or,<-= always hast,:, 
fight against great inconveniences: heat or strong wind and flies, 
among which some distinguish themselves especially to place themse lve s 
in the eyes, ears or on the nose. 11 In the kitchen, because of the 
heat, sht= wc,re a sh i rt, with b1..d;t,:,r,s, "g-r··ass-cloth petticoat, c:ur,d light 
cc,t:tc1 Y'1 ski ·r--t wit: hciut wai =:i-t .. " 

re:: mone•y getting ~:;tc.J.en from house: " .... c,ur mc,r,ey .... up ti:, nc•w 
they were small sums only for safe keeping. For the chief work has 
been for Kinney and he has settled accounts on the landed estate. Then 
my husband has had great expenses for boards and timber to build our 
house ir, parts and to i1nprove it c,y-, the ,:,ther hand. It is very 
annoying that people here have almost no money and of course do not pay 
the work, either. Now two companies of soldiers will come to Corpus by 
which it \i'J i 11 probably ci:,rne i r,t: o ·f ash ictl"1 t ,:, s c,r11e ext e-r,t. 11 

Making a mattress for the baby out of Spanish moss, since do not 
have feathers. 

10"···6-50 
re:: mice: 11 Ar-,d I thar,k God thc\t I car-, offe~r a wardrobe to the 

nice things I have to await, to protect them from the dangerous mice, 
which it is irnpossible to exterminate" Every day victims fall, but 
sacrifices [c1 f the mi ceJ, t oi:i, ,:,y-, c,ur side.. I have a 11 th i r,g~; i r, 
chests and boxes and always one dress only, at the highest two, hanging 
ci1 .. tts:i.de .... All th<-.~ pi:icl-l.ets havf.? already bet:-?Y-1 Yiibblec:i out ••• 11 

re:: dri:•u~1ht: "At lec,st the urger,tly y·,eeded rain has ccime ..... Dur 
cistern had completely got dried up and was rained full in one night 
for· three t-·c,urths, and it is .,,.,c,t at all small:: 8 feet high , 12 sqttare 
·feet. " 

"Tc1rnorrc,vJ we shall get twi:, ci:,ws from the c,:,lc,nel., which I 
appreciate very much~ for I gave myself really up to drinking milk •.• it 
haE been these four weeks that I have not been out, as I prefer being 
i .,,., c,ur hc,use, wher<•? it: i <--= coc,l ar,d mr::,re agreeable t:haY, i Y-1 the ti:,wr,. " 



1 l ···· 17--50 
but: "" •• there is always such excel lent me at here as we don't have 

it in Berlin, as well as milk. The best cream in Berlin can scarcely 
be cc, rn pa 1·--ed w i t h t h i s m i 1 k • " 

but " ..... I havE-:• the firm, firm ci:,r,v ict ic,r, that i r, Ber 1 i r1 I shc,uld 
never have enJoyed such good health as was the case here and has been 
wit:17 few exceptioY-,s wheY-, it ccincer·,,-,s C:-'\ little colcl, etc .. 11 

r·e:: tc,othache: " ••• I ha\,,e fc,1.t.,,-,d out that cr<:.~osc,te is the c,r,iy 
safe remedy. Where this dcies not help~ it is best no more to do 
aY-,yth i r,g. 11 

but: "Felix by y-,o meaY-,s wishes to excharq:_:~e this 1 iberty of Amer·ica 
fc,r a Germar, res.ider,ce •.• 11 

''The ranc::-hc,, its land, thE~ meY-, ar,d the ·,,-,ecess-c::\ry agriculturaJ. 
implements as ploughs etc., have cost very much . • • Felix was not even 
yet abiE~ to buy a ycd•(E:\ c,r c,xen, but had t ,:, b,:,rrow them ·for plc,ugh i r,g .. 11 

asks how long until she can wean Mary and how to do it. 

5- :I. 6-~51 
re:: toothache thc,t she har-:1-: 11 vi,:,lent tc,c,thc:tche that sir,ce several 

months always leaves me for short time only. I think it to be 
rhew~atic, for Spanish fly and foot bath procure me some relief. The 
one ear ( or rather behind it) has already been quite red from Spanish 
flies .. " 

GARDE N ING 

E,/26/50 
"We have some viriE•s tr.ii th bi.mches c,f g·r"'ape£.; .... but they are bad, 

thick skinned fruit. Of mulberries I had had many here, once also got 
a whole pail fulJ. of blackberries ••• The sweet p otatoes are quite good, 
but at ar,y ate I prefer· c,ursa [white pcd.:atoesJ They are alsi:, grc,wr, 
here .. 

7 /29/50 
"He:re I ser,d yc,u a flc,wer of a nicE-:•, del icc:\te creeper .... it is a 

wonderful red. They are called Texas-stars; it is distinctly the 5 
dentated star of Texas" The blossoms only ope n in the sun; as soon as 
he sE-?ts, they wit her. " 

11-17-50 
"With each day c,ur garder, is getting r,ic·er, and Felix works ir, it 

together with Domingo with gre~t zeal .•. /Felix has acquired here a 
grc-:-:~at reputat ior, as a d c•citor., r,d he really cur·ed some Mexicar,s with 
great success, and not quite easy cases, e.g. a carbuncle ••• The 
Mexicans all come to him instead of going to the other doctor. For 
these order two or three dollars for a visit, but Felix of course never 
takes anything for his cures, gives them medicine, etc. Therefore they 
also have a strong affection for him. For a drop of creosote he gave 



to a Mexican woman, by which he had delivered her on the spot from the 
mc,~:;t c:,wf·u1 -t:erc•th<"::lChe., we tc,day gc,t: mi:,re thar·, the quarter c.f a big c,x. 11 

"Some days a~10., Felix agair-, pla1,·,ted some 60 small orar-,ge trees \l'Je 
brE?d ·from seeds, 1 1/c: feet high i:,r, 2,.,,., <":·:,ver·age. 11 

4-23--51 
"He has my hens out therE•, Cr·anchi:,J a-r,d I get a gc11:1d deal ,:.f' eggs 

withc••xl; them beir•t~ fed. Dom:i.Y,go built a little layir-,g--hc,use ••• 11 

" They say the IY-,d iar, corr, lc11:1ks wecr,derful., ar,d r,ut-trees as well 
as grape vines Felix reared from kernels, are already growing vying 
wit: h E-~ach i:•the~r .. " 

"On the adJ i:::,i n i r,g rar"Jchc• thE'~re are cl great mar,y shee•p, and 
therefore the panthers are there .... Mer, are r-.cd:: attacked by them. 11 

req,_tested strawberry, gc,c,seber1·""Y, & curr·ar,t; seeds. 11 For· seeds are 
inhumanly dear here and almost ordinarily bad ••• " I already grew, 
myself , peas, pot-herbs, cabbages, onions, cucumbers, pumpkins, dill, 
ar-,d sa 1 ad., which \t'H:~ st~ 11 i r, eni:,rrn,:,us masses. " 

Als;o asks f,:1r "cherry-., pl 1Jm-., ctr,d apricot kernel~;; to grc.w them at 
the raY,ch,:•, v,iher·e the s,:til is excellerd::. 11 Asks few· bulbs c,f hyacir,th, 
lil y, crown-imperial., and peony-seeds, and cumin-seeds. 

Says they have a kind of walnuts (pecan) there. 
She Just sowed aniseed & beans also. 

5--16·-51 
"Or, our rar,chc• they <"::\re bur.-:d 1 y 11-.1c,rk ing. The cc,rr,, they say., 

stands fine. Nevertheless the crop will be scanty if there will not be 
rain soon. We now have taken a third Mexican to get the fence done as 
quickly ar:E. p,::,ss i bl e. " 

ABUNDANCE OF GAME 

9/2E../50 
"Tho•.tsar,ds of partridge~s are already waitir,g ir, our garder, tc, 

be eaten by you. On my birthday Felix shot 14 
with 3 shots ·fc,r supper., from the r•:•om. 11 

9./27/50 
"Yr:•u :ir,quire so eagerly clft~:-:•r c,ur Dc,rnir,gc•, he is ir,deed st i 11 with 

us. As there is nothing to be doe in the garden now, he has been away 
several times to shoot stags, generally always 2 days., and with three 
times riding away shot some twenty stags, of which he brought some here 
for us and then sold the rest, of the other the hides, out of which 
breeches and shirts for travelling are made. He then brought along 
wonderful big turkeys, •• " In profusion we have here pheasants, big 
ha·res, ~,;r-,i1:::res, partridges, ar,d 1:;t.trkeys. 11 

EVENTS 

E,./27 /91 Felix: 
"I have much to de, ar,d, it is true., the most rnar,ifc•ld affairs •• " 

The other day, e.g. I have been on a discovery-expedition to the upper 



Rio Grande to open a new comme rcial way to Chihualuas •••• For here my 
sa·Fety frequer,tly is. based ,:,r, th<•? excelleY-,c:y i:,·f my \l'Jeapi::,r,s. 11 

" •• ,, ,:,Y-1ly did I sc,rnet imes fi-r,d difficulty tc, get ir1 the fees f,:,r my 
surveyi ·!",gs. 11 

"Ir-1 Maria' s letter I .agair, find a long list ,:,f desirable trif les. 
Don't however, believe that we wish to become a burden for you with our 
necessities. But you will find it natural that my wife is in want of 
many things to the use of which she has been accustomed and which here 
ca.,,., be YK• mei::u,.,s be had fc,r al 1 the moY1E•Y i -r, the wc,r ld. " 

7/29/91 
11 Felix ir, few days ur,dertakes the sc::,rne way t,:, Pase, del Aguila, t·c,r 

long time probably. For the way shall be arranged for carriages. He 
ha~::; beer·, assured of $1012' f ,:,r this .... " Si r,ce they have hctd a drought and 
great heat~ they lost their garden and melons which previously yielded 
$2-$3 per day. So with this loss of income, Felix consented to go 
ever, thr:::,1-1gh h<i? ci::,r,sidered it low pay. "At the forr11<-:~r t im<-.~ he became 
lighter by 30 pounds, then in the beginning of this m month still had a 
bilious fever during which he was so weak that he scarcel y could move a 
limb .. " ... [still] lc,cil-•dr,g a~...,fully miserable.. In cor,sideratior, of this I 
offered him my whole private property if he does not go away. But as 
this consists of 2 gold dollars only, he of course has preferred one 
hur,dred. 11 

Next day:; "siY-,ce yeste-..-·day the inte"i .. ,tior, to go to Pase, del Aguila 
has chaY-1£.:ied. They did .,,-,ot: grard:: them the mi 1 i tary esc,:,rt r,1:,w. Because 
of the great number of Red Indians that stay in the surroundings they 
cannot miss any soldiers. 

"On July 4 there is alw,:£tys a ·feast ~Ji ve-:-m ir, celebratif.:in of the 
independence, this time even a ball. We, too, had been invited to it 
most ceremoniously. But Just on that day my husband was lying very 
sick and had taken a vomitive on the day before. They say it had been 
ver·y nice, ar,d they have beey·, t c,get:her t: i 11 the early mc,r.,,-,i r,g. 11 

"Then yc,r.t may pr,=,bably with the r,ew year aga i r, hug a grar,dch i I d. 11 

8/18/50 
"Fc,rtuv-1ately Felix was with all vc,tes reelected surveyor, thus at 

least this income will remain for us. Sometimes my husband is cross
tempered; for all the work with the land [the rancho?] has been in 
vain, and he had to have the man for it as well as if everything had 
t:trriver, wel 1 .. " 

"Sir,cE:~ Mr· .. Busse is r,o lor,ger in ,::iur· hc,use, it is much better, and 
v-Je nc,w a 1 sc, are ,:l}rJ quite ~-:i1:u:1d f r:,c,t i r,g with him. II 

"Fathf?r asked about our div ine serv ic:-r.:l. t..Je have r,o church here, 
it is true, but every Sunday there is English or Spanish and mostly 
Cat.:hc,1 ic service. Thi:11.tgh I hc:tve r,ot yet beer, there, I did r-,c,t forget 
Gc,d .... 11 

9/i:::'.6/50 
"My little rc11:,m hc1s r,eiw been established .. .. Up t:ci .,,-,c,w, it is trt..te 

there are only rough wooden walls, but you also gave me prospect of 
grf:-?at embellishment of them by wall-paper· .•• 11 



9/27/50 
re:: her birthday.. "Feli>< preserst ed me with a piece of Jaci:,r,et f,:,r 

two-every day dresses, very fine dried peaches and chocolate which, I 
am sorry to say, if one does not but it oneself in New Orleans, is made 
of burned flour, starch, and sugar and is sold here very dear, and I 
baked a cake .•• Then Felix still got a big, long, wished for wardrobe 
and linen-press made for me by Mr. Busse. Mr. Busse came for breakfast 
e t 7 o'clock and brought me a wonderful oleander-bouquet, then a 
selfmade, fine, _strong head gear ••. then ••• a plate full of apples he 
pici<ed up her€-? ctr1yt--.1here .... Mr·. Bus,se stayed ~.Ji th us al 1 day li:,rsg. Ir, 
the evening we eat partridges a nd were silently cheerful till 9 
o' clr:,ck; then the festivity wa=.~ c,ver." 

11 We haVE-! now a rented a cow, which is beir,g milked by the Mexicar,. 
My husbaY,d had not yet fc,ursd ar-1 r:•pport,.w,ity to buy <~ gcic,d, tame ci:,w . 11 

Mar·ia gc,t a dc•t=i· 11
.". faith f1.tI ci:,mpanion and our holtse c,r,d 

exce 11 eY-,t 1-<eeper. 11 

10---6-50 
Just got news that chest arrived in New Orleans 8/6. 

1121-6--50 Felix 
''Acc,:,·r"'di·,,-,g t,:, u1y c,pi r,ic,r, we are doir,g wel 1. Ir, August I was 

unanimously reelected fcir 2 mcire years and got the promise that my 
of-fie<::~ will give me a very good income .. It is true I will sc,metimes 
have to make longer excursions because r::if the surveyings, but this 
canni:,t be avoided. After all in a sc, thir,ly popul<-ated ci:1•.tntry §'_yerv 
business requires travelli n g •.• And it is my principle better to work in 
youth and expose oneself to privations than later on in old age to be 
f·c,rced for· it by )r1eed." Gettir,g i::t cornm~·::tr,do of trr::,c, ps., which \f-Jill 
secur<:-? t:he cc,ur,try agc.-\i-r,st: Red Ir,diar,s.. "Morec,ver cc,ntir,ual ly mc1re 
well off people are coming t o settle here , so that in few years the 
ir,cc,r,veY-,ie;r,ce~-:;. c,f a so-called r,ew settlemer,t: ti'-.dll ceas:.:,e." 

11 ·--17-50 
"IN SPITE OF THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE THINGS (IN THE CHEST] I am 

d i ligently going on sewing which completely claims my free time. I 
ordered moss to be fetched for a little bed, which in our neighborhood 
i~~ grr:,wi.,,-,g ,:,r, trees ir, great r,,asses. 11 

re: Felix" birthday: "We have scar·cely ~oK•t,\lr, that this is a 
festive day for us. In have not been able to present him with 
any th i -r,~1- fc11·-- to f u 1 f i l eve-r, the smc.-\ 11 est wishes is cor,nec-t ed here 
with such infinite circumstantial ity and expense that it had to be left 
ur-,done. " 

~ 

"a GREAT AGREEABLENESS WAS FOR ME THE COMPLETION AT LAST DF THE 
LONG ordere d wardrc•be a;r,d l i r,er, press. 11 "Mr. Busse owr,s this fort ur,ate 
t:a 1 erd:: quickly t c, c,:1py c,r improve mc:-\r,y th i r,gs wher, he sees t hern. " 

11 I wish to thar,k. you r)art icularly for the wal 1-papers, which wi 11 
be an enormous embellishment of our house, and thank you for the other 
ample presents, of which I cannot tell which of them caused the 
greatest JOY to me. Instead of cine pair of waterproof boots yol.l sent 
twr:,. Felix is immer,sely pleased with them." 



1-c.:4-~31 
"Or, Tuesday, 1L>th, at ·r1oi:,r1 at the last stroke::; eif the 12 i:,' clc,ck 

bell a little daughter arrived with us.ft .All has passed fortunately 
after I had endured 10 hours near going madu My poor Felix had great 
trouble (about me). Everything happened very unfortunately. The two 
Mexicans Domingo and Juan had started for our land to the rancho quite 
early, and my washerwoman, who was to come to us at the time of my 
feeling unwell, had been occupied ••. so that Felix was alone with me and 
sat . ..., himself ,:,bliged, ir, the i.~'. days., to care fc,r· everythir,g ••• she has 
great blue eyes, dark-brown hair, and quite fine, white skin, narrow 
t,,,Ji-, it e little har1ds and f"eet. 11 

"Just Y'10hl Ff::•lix has very much t,:, clc:,, tc, cc,py out lar1d papers. 11 

11 I had tl\lished t,:, r,arne her Felicia, but Felix wishes her r,ame tee be 
Ma1·"'ia .. " 

re:: rancho: 11 f.) narrc,iA, water is runrii r, g t hrc, ugh de•nse J. y bordered 
on either side with high elmsu Felix will certainly frequently have to 
be out there to arrange work. As soon as it will have been properly 
1-::-er·,ced, my husbar,d vJill build a hc,use there ar,cl vH~ v-..1ill r,1ove there. It 
will be the right thing for me; for here in town I don't leave behind 
a gr·eat a~~reeab 1 er,ess. 11 

11 
••• besides terrible toc,thache is tormer,tir,g me. 

resisted by it (at the eye-tooth). 

11 Yf2sterday ...... the• first che:.t has at lc:1st ar'l"··ivec:J .... Ther, my dress, 
for which I thank Mother a thousand times, which, though it was half 
past six in the morning with our breakfast already waiting, I tried on 
with thi:? riicc~? belt, etc. etc. 11 

re: arts & craf·ts stuff:: "Fc•r here 1 lack pretty furr,iture, ar,d 
sci I thir·,J.< that wi::,rks ,:if that kir,d shal 1 decorate them." 

"On the cirrivaJ. c1 f· the thir,gt~ we• made a f£-::-st ive day ar,d did r1c,t 
work anything at all, though with our little Miezchen I have got 
su·fficier,t., almost cor,tinually toe, mi.tch t,:, de, .. 11 

11 
••• she has r,ot a dc1uble chi r,, but a three·fecl d c:,r,e ••• Ever, r,i:,w, 

wh :i. le I am tr.iri ti rig, I have h£-?r i r, my arr,, .. " 
"The Mex icar,s are ir,ffr·,itely di 1 iger,t. Felix ofter, rides •.• aloY,g 

with t hern i:,n Sur,day and ret urr,r-=,.; or, Wedr,esday everii ng ••• 11 

5·-16-51 
re:: her recc,rd book c,f letteri;; ser,t:" ..... ncites ab1:,ut the cc•nter,ts 

of each letter I send you and moreover exactly put in it when I write 
to you, of what day your letters are and when they arrive. I can very 
easily kr,ot..-1 \,.,,hat I \.<Jri:,t<-? ir, them .. " 

re:: Christmas: "l--Je sper,t Chr:istrna~.- at hc,me ir, t:he cc,r,1pany c,f Mr. 
Busse, who presented me with a nice pyramid with 12 candles and the 
Texas flag i:,r, t;c,pu It was amply hur,g with c,rar,ger:;, apples'j raisir,s, 
almonds, and nuts, altogether very pretty. Bad luck only that in the 
following night the mice had entirely despeiiled it .... Felix presented me 
with a dress fi:•r thf? hou!:.;e arid a 1 it t le table fc,r· my ro,:,m.. I =-ewed a 
fine day-shirt for him,. as the colored ones gradually come to and 
end •.• Domingo had shot stags. Sci on Christmas Day we eat beefsteak of 
stag-filet and potatoes, also nice fresh oysters and have peaceably 
bee),., at hi:,me. " 



"You i r1quire so urger,t ly after ·t:he act of baptism. But as there 
is no church here and priests only come here from time to time and this 
one started only few days before the birth of the little one, she did 
r·,cd:: rf.~ce i ve ar1y· cd:; her baptism thar1 i::cltrs. 11 F1ays might take her to New 
Dr1ea1r,s tc, ha,_,•e her bapti~,ed there 11 in ,:1ur faith. 11 

5/16/51 
DIARY :: 11 Sur,day, May 1 j_. Gc•t up at E, c,' clc:•ck,, thers after ,:,ur 

daily custom had a cold bath in the washing-basin, cared for breakfast, 
made beds and had tea, ham with it. American custom properly is to 
have three !:@.!.:·m meals. Ther, I bathed arid dressed Mi eze [Mary], l eaversed 
bread [probably kneaded & let rise], cleaned - rooms, then sewed. From 
10-12: 30 had t ,:, d,:, i r, t: he k.i t chem, bet ~,eeY-1 beer, with the chi 1 d, ther, 
had dinner consisting of scalded rice, young pumpkin filled with meat, 
u•nbeefsteak, Spanish onion salad, sour milk; cleared baked, washed up. 
Then dressed myself, again sewed while Felix had the little one. At 4 
o'clock Mr. Noessel came to invite us for a little carriage-drive. 
Since 5 months been out for the second time. We drove to his house. 
There we supped quite fresh butter and, not seen for 2 years, real 
fatherlandish old [aged] cheese and red wine. A cheese we received in 
addition. Then we still had a carriage drive of 1/2 hour and were at 
home ai;-Jair·, at 6:: 30" I first tcn:d-( the little c,r,e to bed, ther, cared for 
tea; after that had supper: ham, bread, tea, and wrote my diary for 
yc,u. Then at 1121 c,' clocl-{ \r'Je \l'Jer,t t,:, bed." 

re~ details of Mary's birth. Went to bed 10 o'clock, woke up at 
E::1210 \rJith pains; g,:d; up at 6 c,' clock to fi>< bl"·-eakfast. 11 B1.tt I had tc, 
give up my intention, as I felt quite swooning, lay down on the sofa 
til Felix with Mr. Busse had taken my bed into my room, which is more 
spacious, higher ( and furnished with a stove) than is our bedroom. 
Then I lay down in bed, and Felix wanted to fetch the midwife. But I 
did not wish to stay alone, and as Felix, too, was anxious to do that, 
he be~~ged Mr 81.tsse tc, fetch the \l'Joma"r1 .. " She couldr,' t cc•me ti 1 af·ter 
t;hr.-::- birth .. 

1 ···16--56 
11 The Dem,::,crats c,f C,:,rpus elected hirn amba::-sad 1: 1r without paymer,t: 

for the assembly that meets today at Austin. His vanity is being 
rc,used ir, this way. 11 

I TE MS REQUES TE D 

7/2'3/50 
~~sked Ju 1 i um; 11 t c1 ccipy c,ut arid ser1d al orig some c, f the sor,gs I liked 

to much to hear or new ones ••• as here I never can hear music and yet 
fir,d t:he ScHl1e JCtY ir-1 it as fc,rmerlyu 11 

8/18/50 
" •• ., 2-3 dcizE.~r, brass cr.rrtaiY-1 rings ·for the mc,squito-c,.n--tc:\ir,~;;, which 

I must now hang up every evening, which is rather bothersome ••• I should 
like t:ci have a little bit of the ironing-cloth to make so-called 



swadling-clothes for later time, as here they take towels for that 
pur pose. a little comb ••• or an ordinary knife [for the Mexican] •• 

4--23-51 
fo·r Mary: "I should like to beg yc,u., . • • tc, send alor,g a little 

wicker- or tin-rattle for the little Cone] • • . for I do not possess 
anything of the kind. ".some short sewing-needles ••• still finer 
thr·ead .. n II 

5- :1. 6-~.:i1 

II 

"Do be sc, kind as t,:, ask Dr" He.)r,schel wheth~?r lymph can be sent 
away.. I ~-;hc,1Jld like so much ·t:hat our little c,r,e should be v,::tccir-1ated 
against the small-pox., but neither the military doctor nor the other 
c1rie owr, 1 yrnph. " 

"If you, dear Fat: her, would serid us seeds, do add a 1 i tt le birch
rod, for they cannot be got here, and already it is necessary at times. 
[for spanki r,gJ" 

High price of hats and low quality unless you h a ve a friend to 
shop for you in New Orleans. 

"Insect powderu •• ·fc,·r"' ir, spring the v.ihole ground here is alive ""ith 
fleas •.• a pocket knife for Felix and that dress design of rnine, ••. some 
pa :i. r of stock:i. r,g~;; for Felix., .... at 
Christmas .•• ser,d c•rie c.f the 4 r,ow meriti,:,r,ed/ ••• [for Felix] 
a pair of calf-leather boots ••• yards of solid cloth for working 
trousers, or a small case of mathematical instruments, •• In the time of 
s ome months he has drawn more than 20 large maps. And for my little 
M i '= z e a 1 i t t 1 e d Cc l 1 .. 11 

"the r ·att.: le wi 11 surely cause great Joy., as for playing she has 
;r,i:,t hi ng but sma 11 pumpk i r,s. " 

" .... a little cigar-bi:,x f"or rny hu~;.ba·,,·,d as well as a very, very, 
very big, extremely big bowl-like up, for he drinks tea from a basin--! 
f i nd this so nasty--••• send along a lancet . When a quick bleeding is 
i'"iec<::.~ssary with mar, or beast:, t::.1Jc•h ar, i r,st rur11er,t would be very useful. 11 

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE & GROUNDS 

9/26/50 
"My little roeirn has riow been established .... Up to nc,w., it is tr1.te, 

there are only rough wooden walls, but you also gave me prospe ct of 
great embellishment of them by wall-paper, for which I thank you from 
al 1 my heart." 

9/i?.7 I ~"50 
"my little room has nc,w beci:,me finished and is very .,,-,ice and 

cheerful •.•• It is 12 feet high, and 12 feet wide, 13 feet long, has a 
c eiling above of white cotton ' 10th, as no boards could be bought, a 
fine Joined together floor and less fine rough wooden walls, which, 
according to Father's promise will soon get a garment. On the north., 
in the middle there is a door to Felix's room, to the right of it there 

, hangs my little book-shelf., adorned above. n ••••.••• porch quite densely 
grown as well as also our house with Texas stars, in which all day long 
th<-? h wmn i r,~J-b i rds are~ 1 i vi r,g humming 1 i ke bee:.. " 



H?l/6/50 
11 
•• ., y,:,u ·recc;:-dvr:? a little dra1..--.iing of c,ur house Felix made fi:,r yc,u. 

The necessary explanation for it will follow. The aspect is from the 
front garden. To the right in the house the two windows, the door in 
the middle of them, is now Felix room, in former time our only room • 
.•• ••• To the right of the house ••• is a big shell-cistern and at the 
corner of the drawing to the right the fowl-house .•. front garden ... 
Indian corn-, melon-, and pumpkin-field with the fine fig-trees ••• The 
space fenced in before the house is a wonderful grass-plot Just as to 
the left •. nfig-and orange-trees . .,.Of the verandah you really would not 
see anything but a high and thick flower thicket with a small opening. 
The plants (Texas stars) reach far above th~ antlers of a stag ••• 
aloe ... is planted around by rose-trees. behind the verandah there 
would now come our bedroom-window, which then wit h the kitchen fills 
the backside of the house." 

11 Hf2re it [hc:1useJ has ber?·n pai;,·,ted with whitE.' cd. l-colc,1xr. The ·fir,e 
big orange- and fig-trees suggested on the drawing have now, sorry to 
say, disappeared, and not a single one of all them has been left for 
I_\S,., II 
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