
Mexican American 
Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund 

Dear Friend: 

634 South Spring Street, 
12th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 629-2512 

... In Corona, California, children playing league soccer had their game stopped while INS 
agents verified their citizenship status ... 

. . . Near the Arizona-Mexico border, members of a paramilitary group concered about "illegal 
border activities" allegedly stopped a vehicle with the aid of booby traps and then engaged 
the occupants, who included women and children, in what was later described as a "firefight" 
with semi-automatic weapons ... 

. . . In Washington, D.C., members of Congress are considering once more an "immigration 
biil" that caters to special interests and could place impossible (and unenforceable) burdens 
on the American business community . .. 

These are just a few of the many daily examples of a volatile and rapidly changing social situation in our 
country that has serious implications for all of us as we try to lead normal, productive lives. 

MALDEF is continuing to meet these issues head-on ... 

. . . In the court-room, where we are successfully challenging the right of the INS - or anyone -
to stop and question someone merely because they don't "look" or "talk" right ... 

. . . With the help of those who believe in human dignity and the rights of people to play, work 
and move about our country freely . .. 

. , . At the side of employers ... and employees ... who work daily to create goods and services 
for us all in a workplace filled with increasing threats to economic and personal fulfillment ... 

I have enclosed several cards for you. Please read them carefully and ask yourself why they should even 
be necessary in our country. But they are, as you can see from the stories above. And we will distribute 
them ... because we feel we have to. 

These preliminary samples are for you to keep - and hope that you will never need. They embody what 
MALDEF stands for, however, and in a small, tangible way we hope we'll give you an idea of our larger -
everyday efforts in fighting to eliminate discrimination, harassment, and the arbitrary presence of violence 
in our lives. 

You can help our work with a donation to help us continue our work during the very busy months that we 
see ahead. Won't you please consider it? 

Best regards, 

~=a=~ 
President and General Counsel 

National Office 

634 South Spring Street, 
12th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 629-2512 

Regional Offices 

343 South Dearborn Street 
Suite 910 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 427-9363 

250 W. Fourteenth Avenue 
Suite 308 
Denver, CO 80204 
(303) 893-1893 

28 Geary Street 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 981-5800 

517 Petroleum Commerce Bldg. 
201 North St. Mary's Street 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
(512) 224-5476 

' 1701 18th Street, N.W. 
Washinton, D.C. 20009 
(202) 393-5111 



-------....____ 
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A QUINES LE PUEDA CONCERNIR: 

Le entrego esta tarjeta para comunicarle que no 
quiero hablar con Ud. Deseo usar mi derecho de man-
tener silencio y me rehuso a contestar sus preguntas. 

En cas'o de estoy arrestado, seguire usando mi derecho 
de mantener silencio. Si estoy detenido, le pido que se me 
permita hablar con un abogado inmediatamente. Voy a 
usar me derecho de no firmar nada antes de hablar con 
mi abogado. Mi abogado esta aqui y quiero tener mi 
audiencia en esta ciudad. 

L.A. Center for Law & Justice 
645 S. Chicago Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90023 
(213) 366-2690 

MALDEF 
634 So. Spring St. 
11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(2l3) 629-2512 

Central American Refugee 
Center 
1829 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 
(213) 381-5666 

National Center for 
Immigrants Rights 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-2531 

ACLU Foundation of 
Southern California 
633 Shatto Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
(213) 487-1720 

Immigrants Rights Office 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Suite 215 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-6551 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I am handing you this card because I do not wish to 
speak with you or have any further contact with you. 
Please be informed that I choose to exercise my right to 
remain silent and refuse to answer your questions. 

Should you proceed to arrest me, I will continue to ex-
ercise my right to remain silent If I am detained, I re-
quest that you allow me to speak with an attorney im-
mediately. I will exercise my right to not sign anything 
before speaking to an attorney. My attorney is here and I 
wish to have my hearing in this city. 

L.A. Center for Law & Justice 
645 S. Chicago Street 
Los Angeles, CA 900233 
(213) 366-2690 

MALDEF 
634 So. Spring St. 
11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 629-2512 

Central American Refugee 
Center 
1829 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 
(213) 381-5666 

National Center for 
Immigrants Rights 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-2531 

ACLU Foundation of 
Southern California 
633 Shatto Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
(213) 487-1720 

Immigrants Rights Office 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Suite 215 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-6551 



CONOZCA SUS DERECHOS! 
Cada persona, con o sin documentos, tiene derechos. Si los agentes de 
inmigracion (INS) Irate de detenerle y interrogarle en la fabrica u otros 
lugares, recuerde sus derechos y uselos: 
1. TIENE EL DERECHO DE NEGARSE A CONTESTAR PRE-

GUNTAS. 
La unica informacion que tiene que proveer a la Inmigracion es su 
nombre. No diga nada sobre su lugar de nacimiento ni la manera de 
entrar este pais hasta que pueda consultar con un abogado. 

2. TIENE EL DERECHO A LA REPRESENTACION LEGAL. 
Si no tenga un abogado, pida por una lista de abogados gratuitos y 
llamelos. 

3. NO FIRME NIN GUN DOCUMENTO, especialmente la salida 
voluntaria, antes de consultar con un abogado. 

4. TIENE EL DERECHO DE SALIR LIBRE BAJO FIANZA O BA-
JO PALABRA. 
Los oficiales de Inmigracion deben decidir dentro de 24 horas 
despues de! arresto si le permitan a salir libre bajo fianza o bajo 
palabra. 
Consulte con su abogado inmediatamente. No diga nada al agente 
de ininigracion. 

5. TIENE EL DERECHO A UNA AUDIENCIA DE DEPOR-
TACION. 
Pidala y consulte con su abogado o representante legal. 

LA IMPORTANCIA DE MANTENER SILENCIO 
Antes de deportar una persona, la lnmigracion debe comprobar que 
esta en los Estados Unudis ilegalmente. Muchas veces, las pruebas 
vienen de las resuestas que uno le da al agente de inmigracion. Si no 
contesta las preguntas de) agente de inmigracion. Para evitar la depor-
taciony la perdida de sus derechos, diga al agente que quiere mantener 
silencio hasta de que pueda hablar con un abogado. 
Favor de comunicarse con la oficina de ayuda legal para mas 
informacion. 
L.A. Center for Law & Justice 
645 S. Chicago Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90023 
(213) 366-2690 

MALDEF 
634 So. Spring St. 
11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 629-2512 

Central American Refugee 
Center 
1829 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 
(213) 381-5666 

National Center for 
Immigrants Rights 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-2531 

ACLU Foundation of 
Southern California 
633 Shatto Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
(213) 487-1720 

Immigrants Rights Office 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Suite 215 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-6551 

Printed as a Public Service by MALDEF 
The Mexican-American Legal Defense Fund 



KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 
Every person, with or without documents, has rights. If the Immigra-
tion (INS) agents try to detain and question you in a factory or other 
places, remember your rights and use them: 

I. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 
The only information you give INS is your name. Do not say 
anything about your place of birth or how you entered this country 
until you consult an attorney. 

2. YOU HAVE RIGHTS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 
If you do not have a lawyer, ask for a list of non-profit legal aid pro-
grams and call them. 

3. DO NOT SIGN ANY DOCUMENTS, especially the voluntary 
departure, before you talk to an attorney. 

4. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE RELEASED ON BAIL OR ON 
YOUR OWN RECOGNIZANCE. 
INS officials should decide within 24 hours after arrest if they will 
permit you to leave on bail or on your own recognizance. Consult 
your attorney immediately. Do not say anything to the INS agent. 

5. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO A DEPORTATION HEARING. 
Make that request and consult· your attorney or legal represen-
tative. demand and consult your attorney. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT 
Before a person is deported, the INS must prove that the (s)he is in the 
country illegally. Many times, the evidence comes from the responses 
the person gives to the INS agent. To avoid deportation and the loss of 
your rights, tell INS that you wish to remain silent until you can talk to 
a lawyer. 

Please contact your local legal aid office for more information. 

L.A. Center for Law & Justice 
645 S. Chicago Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90023 
(213) 366-2690 

MALDEF 
634 So. Spring St. 
11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 629-2512 

Central American Refugee 
Center 
1829 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 
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National Center for 
Immigrants Rights 
1636 W. 8th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 487-2531 

ACLU Foundation of 
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